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As part of the Mornington Peninsula Shire’s ‘Drift Festival’ in April, a 

number of NHS Members took part in a temporary art installation by  

Georgian born artist Nina Sanadze titled . . .  

WALK TO CREATE A MONUMENT 'INSCRIPTION'  

By planting temporary flags at the Point Nepean Cemetery, the installation 

set out to name 238 people buried or believed to be 

buried there, whose memorial inscriptions do not 

exist or are hardly legible. There are 44 burial 

inscriptions currently in place at Point Nepean 

Cemetery, however about 300 people are believed 

to be buried there. Struck by the absence of 

memorial inscriptions at the cemetery, Nina was 

provided with the list of the lost names by us. 

Extensively researched,  the list was compiled by 

Frank South in 1995 and forms part of our collection 

of important research materials. 

  Our VP Annette Buckland plants a flag 

representing an ‘unknown’ burial. 

Journal of The Nepean Historical Society 

238 Flags at the Cemetery 
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“Every leaf speaks bliss to me, fluttering from the autumn tree.” 
— Emily Brontë  

 

As the days shorten, it may seem a bit “horse has bolted” to report that The 
Sorrento Museum is now ‘open for business’.  

We are now open every Saturday from 10:30am until 1:30pm.  

The Collins 1803 Settlement Centre will be open on the 1st Saturday of the 
non-Winter months from 1:30 until 4:00pm with some extra days in holidays. 

 

With last week being 
‘National Volunteer 
Week’ we were 
reminded what a 
fantastic job our 
volunteers do, both 
inside and outside of 
the Museum. 

 

 

My personal thanks goes out to all our hard working Volunteers. 

However, with finally getting the doors open, we are having to deal with the 
retirement of a number of our ‘front desk’ volunteers. 

This has made it more difficult to staff the Museum. I would urge all our 
members to consider spending perhaps only a couple of mornings a year 
helping us to keep the doors open.  

You don’t have to know ‘anything’ about the place. You just need an 
enthusiasm to learn a little about our colourful local history and enjoy 

roaming the Museum exploring our numerous ‘little treasures’ (see p.8). 

Perhaps pay us a visit on a Saturday, over the next few weeks to see how 
much fun we have. 

 

Enjoy your warm fires and cocoa and we hope to see you soon. 

Clive 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Matthew Flinders Adventures on Leaky Ships  

 

Matthew Flinders Adventures on Leaky Ships brings to life the story of one of 
England’s greatest explorers. A man 
who led the first circumnavigation of 
Australia and who is credited with 
giving Australia it’s name. And 
producing the earliest chart of Port 
Phillip Heads. 

Pitched towards primary school age, 
in prose easily accessible to children, 
teenagers and adults alike, Carole 
Wilkinson tells the abridged story of 
this intrepid explorer. 

Prue Pittock’s beautiful illustrations 
are interesting and engaging. Prue is 
a ‘Police Point, Portsea Artist in 
Residence’. 

I recommend this book for the young 
historian in your life. 

Jan Weston 

We will be stocking this book as part 
of our aim of engaging the younger 
generation in our history. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

We welcome the following new members to  the Society and look forward to 
seeing them at our meetings and functions. 

Siobhan Latham Mark De Corrado  David Sofra
 Daniel Williams & Caroline Wallace Joanna Cato-Macdonald

 Michael Kerr Trevor & Marie Weir Kenneth Ferguson 

Val Stieglbauer 
Membership Secretary 
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Urius/Yourie/Uriah ALLENDER 

Urius born 1765 in Kent England, he was a sailor who claimed to have 
served for 18yrs in the Royal Navy, wounded twice in battle served on HMS 
“Formidable”.  

He was tried at Kent 4th Aug 1802, aged 33yrs. Convicted of receiving slop 
clothing in his dwelling house, including one blue greatcoat and one blue 
cloth waist coat value two pounds  five shillings.  

He was sentenced to transportation for 14yrs. Goaled at Canterbury and 
transferred to the “Prudentia” prison hulk at Woolwich.  

Urias sailed on the “Calcutta” from Spithead on the 24th April 1803 he served 
as a sailor for Lt David Collins on the voyage without irons. 

Soon after arriving at Sullivan Bay Lt. Collins needed to get a dispatch to 
Governor Philip King at Port Jackson (Sydney) so he could get permission to  
move the Sullivan Bay settlement to Risdon cove (Hobart) Van Diemen’s 
Land. Urius Allender volunteered, along with free settler & sailor William 
Collins, Convicts; Christopher Forshas, James Price, John Rawlinson, 

William Thomas and David Wakefield  to row a 6 oared open boat from Port 
Phillip to Sydney. The sea was so rough that it took the men 4 days to clear 
the heads. Rowing for another 9 days and within 60 miles of their destination, 
tired and weak, they were picked up by HMS Ocean. The dispatch handed to 
the Governor, HMS Ocean taking them back to Lt Collins whereupon the 
Sullivan Bay settlement of Marines and Convicts were moved to VDL. 

On 18th December 1805 Urias and the other convict ‘volunteers’ were 
granted absolute pardons. In Urias’ case this was 11 years before his time 
was due. 

Urias Allender married Elizabeth Herley (aka Early - the daughter of an 
unmarried Norfolk Island convict mother and soldier, Pte Samuel Marsden 

CONVICT STORIES FROM 1803 

Model of the boat used by Urius and others - at Sorrento Museum 
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. . . Cont 

the  father) on 25th Sept 1815 they went on to have 6 sons and 3 daughters.  

Reports later indicate Urias was a happy go lucky character who prospered, 
but was somewhat quarrelsome when drunk! He was also a noted pugilist as 
reported in March 1818. (Here) 

By 1816 Urius was operating 
a ferry between Kangaroo 
Point and Hobart, acquiring a 
licence in Dec 1816. (Here) 

This business was not 
without incident with 2 of 
Urias’ crew and a passenger 
drowning in 1819 (Here) 

In January 1817 Governor 
Macquarie granted him 30 
acres of land at 
Clarence Plains. By 
1819 he had sown 
wheat, potatoes and 
ran cattle and sheep. 
He employed 1 government servant and 3 free men. Providing wheat and 
meat for the Commissariat. 

Urius died at Kangaroo Point on 25th April 1842 and is buried in St Mathew’s 
churchyard Clarence Plains now called Rokeby. 

His widow, Elizabeth,  would remarry and died in 1875. 

Urius Allender’s death 
was reported in local 
and English papers, 
hailing his early life as 
a ‘naval hero’ (Here). 
There was 
unsurprisingly, no 

mention of how he got to Tasmania. Today there is also a plaque 
memorialising Urius and other ferrymen on the dockside at Bellerive Harbour.  

From the nine children previously mentioned Urius and Elizabeth left 25 
grandsons and 24 granddaughters. Many of whom came to Victoria. 

Partly - p. 249 “Convicts Unbound” Marjorie Tipping. 

Nepean Historical Society acknowledges and pays respect to the Boon Wurrung/
Bunurong people, the traditional custodians of these lands and waters 

Land granted to Urius in Jan 1817 (yellow) with additional 
land acquired later (red).  Perhaps suitably, the holding 
includes what is now the Bellerive Yacht Club and Marina 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/654117
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/40472
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/656575/40787
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/66017410
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DISPLAYS AND COLLECTION REPORT 

We enjoyed a happy afternoon celebrating the outstanding skills of Gerry 
Gilliland and his family’s generosity in donating his wonderful model of the 
Paddle Steamer Hygeia to our museum.  

In late 2020, between lockdowns, Angela and Gerry first contacted the 
museum about a model of a boat that Gerry had spent 4 years creating. Of 
local relevance? Definitely!  How big?  1.9 metres!  

I arranged to visit them. And first saw the model. So elegant and beautiful. A 
work of art. 

The name - Hygeia - worshipped as the Greek goddess of health and 
cleanliness. Most appropriate in these pandemic years …. 

The more you examine this 
model and learn the story of 
her creation the more you 
appreciate the incredibly 
detailed work and skills 
involved. And the devotion 
and commitment of her 
maker Gerry. She took 4 
years of Gerry’s life to plan 
and build her using 
carefully selected materials. 

Gerry trained as a tool 
maker, was awarded apprentice of the year in 1967, spent his career as a 
highly respected industrial model maker and worked in research and 
development with major Australian companies. 

So even though we are very pressed for space we just had to accept this 
beautiful   model because the PS Hygeia is important in the history of Port 
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DISPLAYS AND COLLECTION cont. 

Phillip Bay. 

Coal driven, she was built in 
Glasgow in 1890 and considered 
the largest and fastest steamer 
afloat then. She was capable of 
carrying up to 2,000 passengers 
and crew. She was 300 feet 
(91.44m) long, 32 feet (9.75) of 
beam and 11 ft 4 inches (3.45m) 
deep. Her finish was of the 
highest quality. Passengers could 

sit along the promenade deck and below were very comfortable saloons and 
dining rooms. 

In December 1890 she commenced ferry services around Port Philip Bay and 
carried Lord Hopetoun and his Countess to the grand opening of a new 
channel linking Port Phillip and Corio Bay. 

Crowds would greet her comings and goings at the beginning and end of 
seasons as reported in the Morn Pen Leader paper. In 1903 the Leader 
critically commented on the fare of 2d 6p charged for 
the last trip of that season. 

After 41 years carrying approximately 3 million 
passengers PS Hygeia was removed from service in 
1931. Motor vehicles and the Great Depression had 
reduced passenger numbers. 

But she did not go easily. Running aground near 
Rosebud she remained fast for 10 months until 
repaired, towed and sunk in June 1932 in the ships’s 
graveyard outside Port Phillip Heads. 

Two other people are an essential part of the model 
story – Rhonda and Adrian of ‘Float-A-Boat’ in 
Ringwood who assisted Gerry by acquiring the 
original plans for the boat from Glasgow and 
scaling them down for the model.  

THANK YOU Gerry for creating this marvellous work of art and Angela and 
the Gilliland family for deciding to donate her.  

Joy Kitch NHS Collection Coordinator 

If you’re interested in helping with  the fascinating items in our collection, 
including our extensive collection of personal artefacts - contact Joy . 

The Sun - June 10, 1932 
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Hetty’s Purse 
 
Just another one of our ‘treasures’.  

This touching little leather, 
coin purse worn so thin from 
use, with a corner mended 
with black cotton was re-
discovered some years ago in 
a drawer in our Watts’ 
Cottage, Ilfracombe. 

Volunteer Bergliot Dallas 
found it when she was spring 
cleaning. When she brought it 
in to show us we all gently 
stroked the soft leather – it is 
that sort of object. 

We knew from its catalogue entry that this 
purse was owned by the third youngest 
daughter and sixth child born to John Francis 
and Jane Watts in November 1878. 
Christened Harriet Maria she was always 
called Hetty (sometimes she spelt it Hettie.) 

Hetty never married and we believe her 
sweetheart died in WWI.  Bergliot had earlier 
written an interpretation of Hetty’s life based 
around her precious notebook safely stored 
in our fire proof filing cabinet. You can read 
Bergliot’s moving piece in the Museum – it is 
one of our ‘Treasures of the Museum’ 
booklets written by volunteers in 2010. 

After her mother‘s death in 1935 Hetty lived 
on at Ilfracombe until 1958.  

She died in 1962 aged 84 and is buried in 
Sorrento Cemetery. Her little purse is on 
display now in the Museum. 

Joy Kitch 

Come and join us sometime, in exploring the many other ‘precious’ objects in 
the Museum’s collection. 

From The Collection 
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Bollards 
An attraction of the Collins 1803 Settlement Site is the ability to follow a 
series of bollards around the area, that progressively give you the story of the 
Settlement. 

Previously, this walk was only outlined on a paper map in the window of the 
Collins 1803 Settlement Centre. 

But now visitors can, by going to our website or using a QR code, reach The 
Bollard Walk page which guides them through the walk - on their phone! 
Clicking each site on the map gives the story at the bollard and some extra 
pics. 

You can check it out HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collins 1803 Settlement Site 

. . .or Click on the Pic 

https://nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au/friends-of-collins-1803-settlement/the-bollard-walk/
https://nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au/friends-of-collins-1803-settlement/the-bollard-walk/
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Three Boys In A  Boat 

This delightful photo in the SLV collection is simply titled ‘Wardell family at 
Sorrento, Vic’. You can see it, and many others HERE. 

The picture was taken by 
Edward Stanfield Wardell who 
was Deputy Master of the 
Melbourne Mint, 1904-1915.  But 
more important to us was the 
fact that the Wardell’s each year 
rented the Meaden’s property 
“Ivanhoe” for the Summer. 

Moreover, thanks to some 
research by our Janet South, we 
have, in the archive a letter from 
Jennifer Wardell, granddaughter 
of Edward Wardell. 

In this letter Jennifer has added 
titles to photocopies of several 
photos from the collection at the SLV. 

Thanks to this information we have been able to identify, for example, that the 
three occupants of the boat are Gerrard “Bones” Wardell (L) and Vincent 
Wardell rowing their older brother “Joe”. “Trying to pull together - Jan 1910” 

Jennifer Wardell is the daughter of Gerrard who 
was also a long time childhood friend of Richard 
Meaden, father of our Neil Meaden. 

Further family history research reveals that of 
Edward and Georgina Wardell’s 10 children, 
Joe became a respected wool broker and 
reporter until his early death after an operation 
in 1936 in Port Fairy. Vincent moved to 
Newcastle where he had a family and was a 
chemist. He died in 1990. 

Gerrard “Bones” would also move to NSW 
where he had an engineering career later 
becoming Chief Engineer at Lysaght Steel. He 
had one surviving daughter, Jennifer, and died 
in 1992 in Wollongong. 

So much more than just . . .   

‘Wardell family at Sorrento, Vic’. “Bones” at the front beach Jan 1913  
 Pic from SLV -  HERE 

http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/55986
http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/120211
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NHS PEOPLE 

Happy Birthday Morrie 
It was, as always, great to see Morrie and 
Joan Nolan at our pre-Christmas function. 

Even more exciting was the news that 
February 26th marked Morrie’s One 
Hundredth Birthday!  

 

 

Not Goodbye, It's Au Revoir Tash 

Long time Committee Member Natasha Wicks announced 
her retirement from the NHS Committee and from Running 
our Tours. 

She will continue on as a valued Volunteer, assisting 
Bergliot Dallas in cataloguing our 
Archives 

If  you’d like to help on a stall  contact Jan at publications@nhs.asn.au 

UPCOMING NHS STREET STALLS* 

 Sorrento Blairgowrie Pt Nepean Mkt 

May 7th 21st - 

June 4th 25th Sun 19th 

July 2nd 16th - 

Aug 6th 20th - 

A Floral Gift from NHS presented  
by VP Annette Buckland 

mailto:publications@nhs.asn.au
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