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 The Nepean 

As you will be aware, our principal 

charge as a Society, The Sorrento 

Museum is managed entirely by 

volunteers. 

Volunteer numbers are an issue with 

all modern Community Groups and 

the current brouhaha   has certainly 

not helped. 

Volunteering with NHS is very easy 

and can cover a number of  areas. 

The Museum - we need people to 

man the front desk for a few hours on 

a Saturday. Contrary to common 

perception a knowledge of The 

Museum is not required. You will be 

mentored by Senior volunteers and can ‘learn on the job’ . . . Coffee, tea 

and biscuits are provided! 

There is also the opportunity to ‘fossick’ through our fabulous collection. 

A myriad of items that we need to find more info about. Computer skills 

are desirable, but not essential . . We can teach you if you’d like to learn. 

The same applies to The Collins 1803 Settlement Centre. A beautiful 

location overlooking Cameron’s Bight. What could be more delightful than 

spending a Saturday afternoon there chatting to passers by. Again, new 

volunteers are mentored by those who know their way around the history. 

If ‘selling’ is your thing, we have two Stalls and a Pt Nepean Mkt every 

warmer month. It’s also a terrific way to engage passing friends, who claim 

local ’status’ but often have no idea we exist! 

All we are asking is a very few hours of your time a year. 

Contact us at roster@nhs.asn.au if you would be keen to help.  

You would be supporting your community history. . .You’ll love it. 

Journal of The Nepean Historical Society 

mailto:admin@nhs.asn.au
mailto:roster@nhs.asn.au
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“Summertime, and the livin' is easy” 
- George Gershwin  

And certainly quiet, if you’re isolating. I hope everyone is well, staying out of 

trouble and is well boosted. 

Plans to open The museum and Collins 1803 Settlement Centre have taken 
a bit of a bath at the hands of the current situation, but as always we 
consider the health and safety of our Volunteers trumps the desire to be 
open. 

Having said that, despite some 
personnel issues, our stalls 
have been soldiering  on  and 
have had some record days. 
The Pt Nepean Mkt was 
cancelled due to high winds the 
day of our last Blairgowrie Stall 
who brushed off such minor 
distractions. 

Online sales and other 
enquiries have continued 
apace.  

We also 
managed to 
have a very 
pleasant evening 

of Pizza and 
Pinot in The 
Park before 
Christmas. 

 

 

Our AGM will 
proceed on Friday, 4 February 2022 from 6 pm to 7.30 pm. While this will be 
a ‘physical’ meeting with a limit of 35 people, like last year there will be a 
zoom  option to observe the meeting. You should have received the ‘notice of 
meeting’ with the link to The Nepean. 

Enjoy what you can over the summer and we hope to see you soon. 

Clive 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 

The Sorrento Team on NY’s Day 
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BOOK REVIEW 

. . A story many locals will relate to. 
 

Local author Andrea Rowe has just published a delightful children’s book 
‘Jetty Jumping’.  

Beautifully illustrated by Hannah 
Somerville it describes the fears of 
little Milla who does not dare to 
jump off the jetty like her friends. 
Until . . .  

The wonderful summer days of 
childhood come alive. 

Available now at Antipodes and 
soon at our NHS Shop and Stalls. 

Joy Kitch 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
We welcome the following new members to the Society: 

 Annette Jamieson  Tom & Sandra Freeman 

 Karl Petautschnig   Ken Hailes 

It is unfortunate that due to Covid we have been unable to meet our new 
members. We look forward to seeing you all when we are finally able to 
welcome you to a function at The Museum. 

Thank you to all those who have renewed their membership and also many 
thanks for the donations made to the society. 

 - Val Stieglbauer, Membership Secretary 
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MILDRED ROSE HARRISON . . . continued 
(Convict) 

Previously . . . Having been left by two Royal Marines . . . As we saw in Pt.1 

Mildred married 1803 convict William Williams at St David’s, Hobart, on 6th 
November 1809.  

Things were looking up . . . Or were they? 

In Sept 1810  Robert Williams was born.  1812  Isabella Williams comes 
along.  Later, in 1815  Mary Williams was baptized 18th Feb.  

Life was hard going, they had children to feed.  On 3 Sept 1814 William 
Williams was found guilty (with his wife) of receiving stolen goods. He was 
sentenced to labour for the crown for three years. 

Hard times continued when on 17th Jun 1817 Mildred got to close to a fire 
and her clothes caught alight. 

Being severely burnt she died on Wednesday 3rd 
Sept after a lingering and painful illness, she was only 36 yrs old. 

CONVICT STORIES FROM 1803 

From Libraries Tas -  HERE 

from Trove HERE 

https://librariestas.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/names/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fNAME_INDEXES$002f0$002fNAME_INDEXES:816117/one?qu=william&qu=williams&qf=PUBDATE%09Year%091803-1841%091803-1841&qf=PUBDATE%09Year%091803-1810%091803-1810
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/652726/40530
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. . . Cont 

William pushes on alone, looking after the four children, including step-son 
Charles H Menzies. 

Until on 28th Feb 1818 - an ‘Awful and Melancholy Catastrophe’ is 
reported in the Hobart Gazette. 

The Black Snake Ferry overturned at Granton, Van Diemen’s Land. 
Drowning all but one of the twelve passengers and crew . . . including “a fine 
little girl about 6 years of age, the daughter of Mr. William Williams of 
Macquarie street.” - from Trove HERE 

This was Isabella. 

July 1818 and William is informed that Captain James Johnston has died and 
his agent is requesting the sale of the Macquarie Street house which was left 
for Mildred and Johnston’s child Maria, both since deceased. This is bad 
news for William.  

He continues on eventually in 1820 being granted a grazing lease at Sorrell 
Creek.   William “Coachie” Williams has taken Robert and Mary also step-son 
Charles and moved there.  He worked hard so in June1823 William received 
a 60 acre land grant at Sorrell Creek, New Norfolk, Tasmania. The 1848 
census Sorrell Creek, New Norfolk states a (Wood and Stone house) with  4 
people (2 are free.). 

William Williams died at New Norfolk on 24th April 1853 aged 80 of ‘dropsy’. 

 

While Mildred Rose Harrison had a short and tumultuous life, she left behind 
two sons, Charles Menzies and Robert Williams, and a daughter, Mary 
Williams (later Walton). They would give her twenty four grandchildren and 
an impressive 135 great grandchildren. . . Seemingly much of New Norfolk! 

Mildred Rose Harrison is connected to me through her son Robert Williams. 

Annette Buckland  - Vice President & Family History 

Nepean Historical Society acknowledges and pays respect to the Boon Wurrung/
Bunurong people, the traditional custodians of these lands and waters 

From Libraries Tas -  HERE 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/654036
https://librariestas.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/names/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fNAME_INDEXES$002f0$002fNAME_INDEXES:1195829/one?qu=william&qu=williams&qf=NI_INDEX%09Record+type%09Deaths%09Deaths&qf=PUBDATE%09Year%091835-1860%091835-1860&q
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DISPLAYS AND COLLECTION REPORT 

Our Much Travelled Trunk  
 

 

Many of you will have 
noticed a rather lovely old 
trunk in the museum's 
entrance lobby. Donated 
by Elizabeth Gilchrist in 
2012 it had been found in 
Yackandandah. Hand 
painted on the top is the 
name ‘E.H.Hedges’ 
standing for Edith Hilda 
Hedges.  

 

'Fremantle to Adelaide 
(Semaphore)' can be seen on very worn labels. 

The donor, Edith's great 
niece Elizabeth, was 
able to share the story 
behind this trunk. Edith 
was born in March 1886 
and lived in Mt. Barker 
S.A., then W.A. and at 
age 13 moved to 52 
Sackville St. Kew in 
1899 with her parents. 
She was the eldest of 6 
children and never 
married. Her father 

William Hedges (1856-1935) was a noted engineer and Federal Member for 
the WA seat of  Fremantle from 1906 until his death in 1935. 

So what does this all have to do with Sorrento you ask ? 

For many years over summer the Hedges family rented a double fronted 
limestone house opposite the Sorrento beach at 3223 Nepean Highway 
named “St. Elmo”. Edith told stories to her nieces of travelling by steamer 
across the Bay and using the tram through the main street of Sorrento. 

In January 1952 Edith purchased this property for herself. Lucky woman eh? 

As an adult Edith would drive herself to her Sorrento holiday house in her 
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DISPLAYS AND COLLECTION cont. 

large Daimler. According to her family she was 
rather an erratic driver. 

Elizabeth remembers visiting her Aunt Edith at 
Sorrento and her neighbours - the Coppins.  

Edith and Miss Coppin were good friends and 
shared all the delights of the Sorrento summer 
season - November Cup Day until Easter. 

 

Edith died aged 
81 in May 
1967. Having 
no children of 
her own Edith 
left this house 
to her nephew Dr Patrick John Robinson the 
donor's father. The family sold the house in 
the 1984 and it was demolished some years 
later. 

Inside Edith's 
trunk are the 
original 
inserts and 
drawers to 

allow the careful packing of what a lady would 
require for her seaside holiday. This included 
a beautiful silver  dressing table set. 

Have a look next time you visit the museum.    

Joy Kitch 

Collection Co-ordinator 

If you’re interested in helping with  the fascinating items in our collection, 
including our extensive collection of personal artefacts - contact Joy . 
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CELEBRATING A CENTURY ACROSS THE SEAS 

One afternoon early in the year – prior to The Friends merging with NHS, an 
email with an UK address caught my attention as it came across the desk. 
On opening it found that was an enquiry from a lady by name of Antonia 
wanting to know if there was a digital copy of Richard Cotter’s book No Place 
for a Colony. I responded with the advice that we did not have a digital copy 
but had other material – DVD’s and posters relating to the 1803 Settlement 
site if they could be of any use. 

A little time elapsed when Antonia revealed that she wanted a copy of the 
book because it contained information about 
Capt. Daniel Woodriff who was her mother’s 
great, great grandfather and of course responsible 
for sailing the Calcutta from Portsmouth to the 
now historic Sorrento Settlement site in 1803. As 
well it would be her mother’s 100

th
 birthday later in 

the year and she thought it would make a 
delightful gift. 

Hmmm … thought I, whom should I approach in 
our Friends Group to see if we had anything in our 
files. As Richard was unwell, I approached Keith 
Murley our then Vice President and great 
researcher. Keith in his inevitable fashion got back 
to me two days later revealing he had a little book 
dedicated to Capt. Woodriff. Keith then went on, 
after hearing the story, to donate his book most 
generously in honour of the lady’s forthcoming 
birthday. A digital copy was made before parcelling up the gift which was 
accompanied by a nice letter of congratulations from the Friends of Collins 
Settlement to Antonia’s mother – Lady Aldenham of Bath UK ! 

An email from Antonia subsequently 
arrived saying that the parcel had 
arrived in time for the birthday and 
was most gratefully appreciated. 

One can only marvel at the progress 
communication has made over time – 
three weeks for the postage to make 
the same journey compared with the 

six months it took the Calcutta 218 
years ago. 

Some emails do really bring such joy. 

Judy Walsh – NHS Committee 

1803 MUSINGS 

Aldenham House , Herts. England. 
Former seat of the Barons Aldenham 
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VOICES FROM THE PAST 

An article from  The Mornington Standard on 4th August 1892.  

Our marvellous Community working together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Trove HERE 

Much of our Family and Local history 
is covered in the annals of our 
newspapers. If you’re interested in 
perusing this vast source, let us 
know. 

Annette Buckland - Family History 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/65807759
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THE ART DOCTOR IS IN 

Sorrento art conservator Cash Brown has a fascinating job. She’s an 
investigator, scholar, chemist, art historian, technician and artist all in one. All 
of her interests, skills, studies and previous professional incarnations come 
into play in her current work and she loves it.  

From the earliest age, Cash was 
driven by curiosity, creativity and a 
spirit of inquiry. She was always 
making things and collecting 
ephemera from the natural work which 
she documented through drawing and 
painting. 

She moved to Melbourne to study for 
a Master of Cultural Materials 
Conservation (University of 
Melbourne) where she could combine 
her love of science, art and technology. She had to do a bridging course in 
chemistry that proved very challenging. The whole course of study was difficult 
and rigorous, but fascinating. 

When artist friend, Julie Collins, decided to open ‘& Gallery’ in Sorrento, she 
invited Cash to look at the place. Cash realised there was the perfect space 
for her to set up a laboratory and workshop. The Art Doctor was born.  

One of the things Cash loves most about her work is meeting her clients and 
hearing about how they came to possess the work of art they are bringing to 
the clinic. Each client and each work has a unique story and many have 
history dating back hundreds of years. (Not to mention some of our old 

museum pieces! - Ed.) 

To repair and conserve is very 
meticulous work. Cash uses all 
manner of tools from dental 
instruments and eye surgery tools to 
tacking irons and suction tables. She 
also has a small chemistry lab where 
she melts and mixes and makes 
materials for her trade. 

It’s not just paintings, frames and 
objects Cash works on. She also 
digitally restores photographs and 

documents and houses them archivally. Cash brings the past into the present 
to preserve it for the future. Her work combines everything she loves. What 
could be better than that? 

- text and pics courtesy of Peninsula Essence & Yanni HERE 

https://issuu.com/peninsulaessence/docs/pe_september_2021/18
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UPCOMING NHS STREET STALLS* 

 Sorrento Blairgowrie Pt Nepean Mkt 

January  1st 22nd Sun 16th 

February 5th 26th Sun 20th 

March 5th 26th Sat 12th 

April 2nd 30th Sat 16th 

*Where allowed under Shire restrictions 

Vale Ula Scott 
Nepean Historical Society recently lost a 
Special person in Ula Scott. She always had a 
smile, was a friend to everyone and loved 
talking to all the Museum visitors when she was 
on duty. 

Ula had many pastimes she played Bridge, Golf, 
loved her book club and was involved in many 
charitable groups. 

She believed in living life to the fullest, with a 
never ending source of energy. 

Our sincere condolences go to her family and 
friends, we shall all miss you. 

Farewell, Maggie! 
Longtime volunteer and history enthusiast Maggie 
Broadhead retired last month from her role as Curator 
of the Society's Photograph Collection.  

Her expertise and knowledge and her helpfulness to 
those less digitally savvy will be greatly missed. 

We wish her a happy and peaceful retirement! 

Janet South, Archivist 

If  you’d like to help on a stall  contact Jan at publications@nhs.asn.au 

mailto:publications@nhs.asn.au


 

 

 

NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
 

PO BOX 139 
 

827 MELBOURNE ROAD 
SORRENTO  3943 
 

Phone: (03) 5984 0255  
Email:   admin@nhs.asn.au 
Web:     www.nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au 

OFFICE-BEARERS 2020-2021 

PRESIDENT:  Clive Smith 

VICE-PRESIDENT:  Annette Buckland  

SECRETARY:  Val Stieglbauer 

TREASURER:  Clive Smith  

COMMITTEE:   Marie Clarke, Joy Kitch, Jenny Nixon, Cathy Stirling ,  

Judy Walsh & Natasha Wicks 

OTHER NHS VOLUNTEER POSITIONS: 

Archivist & Research Officer:  Janet South 

Collection & Displays:  Joy Kitch 

Cataloguer & Indexer:  Bergliot Dallas 

Librarian:  Kaye McGrath 

Photograph Curator:  TBA 

Volunteers Co-Ordinator:  Annette Buckland 

Street Stall & Bookshop:  Jan Weston 

Tours:  TBA 

The Nepean :  Annette Buckland & Cathy Stirling 

To send articles/ideas for The Nepean to thenepean@nhs.asn.au 

NHS wishes to thank our supporters: 

mailto:admin@nhs.asn.au
http://www.nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au
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