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It is with great pleasure that we can announce the amalgamation of the 
Friends of Collins Settlement with the Nepean Historical Society. 

The Nepean Historical Society would like to extend a warm welcome to all 
those FOCS members who are not already NHS members, and hopes you 
will continue to be involved, not just with Collins Settlement matters but 
with all the many and varied areas of our activities. 

We have had discussions with Parks Victoria and have resolved that 
Parks will undertake to maintain all the outside areas at Collins Settlement 
while we will be responsible for maintenance of the ‘1803 Settlement 
Centre’. 

This has already begun with 
significant work being done by 
Parks on the graves.  (see below) 

We aim to operate the Centre 
over the season and would love 
to hear from anyone who might 
be interested in a relaxed Sunday 

afternoon overlooking Cameron’s 
Bight, or perhaps having a tinker in 
Tuckey’s Native Garden (above). 

We look forward to seeing everyone 

there over the coming season. We 

may even have a small party! 

Journal of The Nepean Historical Society 

FRIENDS OF 
COLLINS 1803 

SETTLEMENT 
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"Winter is on my head, but eternal spring is in my heart." 
- Victor Hugo 

As we manage our way through the Winter and the unprecedented malaise 
that is the ‘covid crisis’, we contemplate all the exciting things that we can get 
involved in in the upcoming Spring and Summer seasons. 

Your Committee and Volunteers are hard at it, overseeing many projects that 
we invite you to enjoy with us. 

As you have read, we have amalgamated with Friends of Collins 1803 
Settlement which offers the opportunity for all our members to get more 
involved in an important part of our local history. 

We are working with a number of former School of Army Health, Portsea 
graduates and Parks Victoria to record and curate a large number of items 
that have been recently ignored in the store rooms of the Quarantine Station. 

At their 22 June 2021 meeting, the Shire approved $250k for ‘stage one’ of 
our extension and storage facility. We look forward to seeing some movement 
on this in the coming year. (After only two years, the gutters have at last been 
replaced on the 1994 Heritage Gallery). 

The piano in the Heritage Gallery has been ‘serviced’ and tuned and we are 
told needs occasional playing. So let us know if you’re keen and or able. 

There has been discussion between the Shire and our fellow travellers in the 
Local History Network regarding the future of Shire support for our digitisation 
and cataloguing programs. These have been promising with the Shire 
reiterating their support. 

We have welcomed the Sorrento Primary School to create a display at The 
Sorrento Museum to celebrate their 150th anniversary later in the year. 

Our stalls continue through the Winter with dates currently being negotiated 
with the Shire and Rotary. It has been announced that Point Nepean Markets 
will be monthly from September. So we have plenty of opportunities for you to 
exercise your sales techniques. 

Many of you have expressed an interest in our many and varied activities and 
I know we can find something that would interest you. So please do get in 
touch so we can find something to whet your appetite. 

On a sad note, we recently lost a couple of good friends in Des Young and 
Richard Cotter (see pp 8 & 9). 

I look forward to seeing you in the Spring. 

Clive 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 
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A HAT BOX - AND A RIPPING YARN 

John Tracy Richardson was born in 1862 and was 
commissioned in the Victorian Navy (Australian Colony) 
as a Sub-Lieutenant in 1888 and ten months later was 
promoted to Lieutenant. In the 1890s he completed 
specialist training in gunnery and torpedo with the Royal 
Navy and served on HMS Swiftsure. He was appointed 
Acting Naval Commandant of the Victorian Navy in 1900 
and promoted to Commander in 1901. 

After a period on the unattached list 1902-6, he was 
appointed to the position of Acting Naval Commander 
Queensland, in the Commonwealth Naval Forces (CNF). 
He later served as District Naval Officer Melbourne 

throughout World War I and retired in 1920. 

After ‘The First Shot’ of 5th August 1914 

On approaching Port Phillip on the 11th of August, the two year old German/
Australian cargo ship, SS Hobart took on a pilot, Captain Eastman, unaware 
that Britain had declared war against Germany just seven days earlier. 

On entering the South Channel, the Hobart's 
Captain Paulsen was informed that he 
needed to slow down. On being told that war 
had been declared, Captain Paulsen rushed 
for the wheel in an attempt to escape to sea. 
The pilot pointed out that the The Countess 
of Hopetoun, was alongside with her torpedo 
tubes fully loaded. Captain Paulsen did not 
resist any further. 

Captain John Tracy Richardson RAN, 
boarded with the pilot wearing civilian clothes 
over his naval uniform. After allowing 
Hobart's captain and crew the run of the ship, 
Richardson hid in the captain's cabin. When two crew members sneaked into 
the cabin after dark to retrieve code books, Captain Richardson with torch in 
one hand and pistol in the other, seized the books. These code books 
allowed communication between German merchant ships and German 
warships. These were the only German codebooks then in allied hands. 
From later that month, complemented by another set captured in the Baltic 
Sea, they allowed the reading of German naval radio messages for the 
course of the war.           From Cerberus website HERE 

The ‘Hat Box’ is part of the Sorrento Museum collection. Contact our 
Collections Manager, Joy Kitch if you’d be interested in helping with the 
collection and making more exciting discoveries. 

 Lt. Richardson’s Dress Hat 
Box – from NHS Collection,  

Lt. Richardson  

http://www.cerberus.com.au/muster_dadabik/index.php?table_name=crew&function=details&where_field=ID&where_value=110
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Williams 
 

The Williams was arguably the first of the luxury excursion steamers on the 
bay. Making her trial trip for James Deane and Co. down Port Phillip Bay to 
Queenscliff on Saturday 9 November 1872. 

Built in 1854 at Greenock (Clyde, Scotland) by Scott and Co. for the Hunter 
River New Steam Navigation Co. Ltd. A new company formed by some of the 
Hunter Valley residents who considered the time had come to inaugurate a 
service of their own between Newcastle and Sydney. The enthusiastic 
farmers and local residents succeeded in raising sufficient capital to order 3 
new paddle steamers from overseas, one of which was the Williams. When 
the company brought out the bigger paddle steamer, Morpeth, 1862 the 
Australian Steam Navigation Co. took over the Williams and employed her on 
the run to various Queensland ports. 
 
McNab and Clark, Greenock, supplied her 120-h.p., two-cylinder, oscillating 
engines. She was an iron paddle-steamer, weighing 322 tonnes gross. 
Length (when built) 155 feet. Width 20 feet 8 inches. Depth 11 feet. When 
James Deane and Co. bought the Williams in 1872, she was reconstructed 
and measured: Length 166 feet. Width 22 feet 4 inches. Depth 12 feet one 
inch. 

- Down the Bay,T.K. Fitchett 

FIRST OF THE BAY STEAMERS 
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. . . Cont 

Nepean Historical Society acknowledges and pays respect to the Boon Wurrung/
Bunurong people, the traditional custodians of these lands and waters 

As reported by the Argus at the time, the Williams was a great improvement 
on the smaller Mystery and Black Eagle that had gone before her. With danc-
ing and an ample promenade . . . and who doesn’t love a ‘cold collation’? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the off season the Williams devoted her time to towage and salvage work. 
Her useful service extended over some thirty-eight years. She was broken up 
in Melbourne in November 1894.  

We are looking for someone interested in the history of the Bay Steamers, 
Fishermen, Beach Boxes and Portsea/Sorrento Properties . . . Get in touch if you’re 
keen. . some computer skills preferable, but not essential . . We’ll teach you. 
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DISPLAYS AND COLLECTION REPORT 

In the NHS Collection….an occasional piece. 

 

Albert’s Grasshopper 
Ointment 

Often when reorganising 
objects on display I find 
something I have not 
examined before. 

This little cardboard box has 
an intriguing trademark sketch 
of an Elizabethan looking 
gentleman riding a 
grasshopper.   

 

 

Inside is a tin of ointment and 
a very detailed pamphlet. 

 

‘Originally manufactured 
from the formula of a well 
known surgeon of the City of 
London’ it offers remedies for 
17 conditions from ‘ulcers and 
bad legs’ and ‘diseases arising 
from impure conditions of the 
blood and skin’.  Instructions 
on how to bathe and treat the 
affected parts are explained. 

 

Grasshopper Pills are also available but sadly we do not  have these. 

 

But why grasshoppers? Nowhere are the ingredients listed. 

Do the name and trademark suggest this will get you up and hopping again? 

Joy Kitch 
Collection Coordinator at Sorrento Museum 

Why not join Joy in exploring our fascinating collection? 
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BOOK REPORT 

Lime in the Blood Salt in the Air Land in Mind 
 

A new Southern Peninsula Saga! 
 
Suzanne Spunner, great great grand-daughter of John and his wife 
Susannah or Susan, after whom she was named, has given us an amazing 
collection of names, dates, facts, images and above all stories, in her 
recently launched book ‘Lime in the Blood, Salt in the Air, Land in Mind’ 
 
This may be the Spunner family history, but it inevitably involves a host of 
other families too, linked by intermarriage, friendship or simply proximity 
through school, work, sporting groups, neighbourhood, etcetera.  There were 
few aspects of Peninsula life in 
which they were not involved in 
some way, from local government 
to surfing, farming to hairdressing, 
limeburning to dressmaking, in the 
area from Rosebud to Portsea.   
 
One of my first thoughts on looking 
at the book was “where’s the 
index?” so I was delighted to learn 
that one was being prepared, as 
this will make the book easier to 
navigate for all readers, and more 
valuable as a resource for 
researchers. 
 
That is one angle from which to 
view Suzanne’s book, but it is also 
good fun to read, raising many a 
smile and some real laughs, 
though there are a few tragedies 
too, as in most families.  The 
author has drawn on the memories 
of lots of other people too, bringing 
them all together skilfully and 
poking gentle fun at a family and 
friends who have obviously greatly influenced her and been much loved. 

Janet South, NHS Archivist and Researcher 
 
Available from the NHS Bookshop at The Sorrento Museum or online HERE 

https://nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au/museum/bookshop/
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If anyone would be interested in learning more about the Pt. Nepean Forts 
and maybe joining our Tours Group contact Tash through the Admin email. 

We mourn the loss of one of our most loyal volunteers. 

 

Des joined NHS in 1997 soon after retiring to Sorrento after his long career 
in cartography.  

An avid reader with a passion 
for history, Des was a man of 
many interests and had a lot 
to share with his new 
community.  

He joined the Heritage and 
Planning Group where his 
familiarity with surveying drew 
him particularly to the Collins 
Settlement Site and 
investigation of the graves. 
He was largely responsible 
for the signage along the 
walking track.  

His knowledge of Defence 
history and the forts at Point 
Nepean was legendary and 
his input to our orientation 
tours for international military 
personnel was highly regarded by the military hierarchy.  

He always responded cheerfully to requests to share knowledge with tour 
groups of all ages and to participate in the fundraising sausage sizzle. He 
was also a prime mover in the restoration of the Sorrento Tram Platform. 

In 2019 Des’ contribution to the Sorrento area was recognised with a 
Mayoral Commendation for his work with NHS, Friends of Collins Settlement 
and the history of Mapping of the Peninsula. 

Reliable, cheerful, knowledgeable, kind – Des enriched so many lives.  A 
keen sailor, his involvement with Sailability brought joy to many disabled 
people. We extend our sympathy to Liz and his family. He will be sorely 
missed.        

Bergliot Dallas 

VALE DES YOUNG 1939-2021 
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The sad news of Richard Cotter’s recent  passing has brought many tributes 
from colleagues and associates, all acknowledging the great legacy 
Richard’s published works, thirty in all, contributed to our understanding of 
the 1803 Settlement at Sullivan Bay, respect for the Indigenous people and 
the Nepean Peninsula through the ages.  

Richard’s passion for Opera 
was borne out through the 
classes he conducted under 
the auspices of The 
University of the Third Age 
(U3A) over many years and 
writing the libretto for the 
locally produced Buckley 
Opera in 2019.  For many 
years Richard presided over 
the Friends of Collins 
Settlement which he was 
instrumental in establishing, 
only retiring from the group 
when his health began to 
seriously fail. Richard’s 
contribution to our local 
history will be long 
remembered by many and 
his leadership sorely missed. 

Jan Dwyer, Keith Murley, Judy Walsh (former) President, Vice President & 
Secretary Friends of Collins Settlement Committee; Keith White – Lavender 
Hill Multi-Media, Clive Smith, President & Committee of Nepean Historical 
Society  

NEW MEMBERS  

We welcome the following new members to the Society and we look forward 
to meeting them at future meetings and functions. 

Murray Adams  Tania & Sam Brougham Helen Nicholson 

Natalie & Stewart Smith Janet & Lloyd Eldred        Maree Barter 

Shane Bawden      Michael Corrigan  Jane Crittenden 

 Jan & Brendan Eldred  David Hoyle & Family 

Val Stieglbauer - Membership Secretary 

VALE RICHARD COTTER 1940-2021 
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CONVICT STORIES FROM 1803 

MILDRED ROSE HARRISON 
(Convict) 

On 6 November 1809 the marriage took place at St David’s Church, Hobart 
Town between William Williams, single man and Mildred Harrison, single 
woman, ‘both of this Town’.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Williams was one of the two men of that name who, with just over 300 
other male convicts, had left England’s shores in February 1803 on board the 
ship Calcutta.  

“Williams was indicted for breaking and entering the dwelling-house of Henry 
Lord Mulgrave , about the hour of eleven in the night of the 6th of June , and 
feloniously stealing two cloth coats, value 30s. a great coat, value 10s. a pair 
of breeches, value 1s. a pair of feather breeches, value 5s. a waistcoat, value 
1s. four shirts, value 10s. and nine pair of stockings, value 9s. the property of 
John Doling” - from Old Bailey Online HERE 

Sentenced to death, in November 1801, the sentence was commuted to 
transportation for life and he was removed from the New Prison and delivered 
on board the hulk Prudentia at Woolwich on 20 August 1802. 

Accompanied by the supply vessel Ocean, the Calcutta was to land at Port 
Phillip where, under the command of Lieutenant Governor Collins, a penal 
settlement was to be established at Sullivan Bay. It was not long however 
before Collins realised that the site was not suited for its originally planned 
purpose. In early 1804 Collins transferred the expedition to Sullivan’s Bay on 
the Derwent, where he gained renown as the founder of Hobart. 

Also on the Calcutta were 2nd Lt. Charles Alexander Frederick Neil 
Menzies and Lt.  James Michael Johnson (Johnston). Johnson would 
remain in Hobart until 1807 and Menzies would proceed with the Calcutta to 
Port Jackson where he would arrive by January 1804. 

Menzies was aboard the ship in Port Jackson, Sydney on 5 March 1804 when 
a rebellion involving a number of convicts broke out in the area of Castle Hill. 

https://www.oldbaileyonline.org/browse.jsp?id=t18010701-33-defend322&div=t18010701-33#highlight
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Street Stalls 

As mentioned earlier our upcoming street stall dates are being negotiated with 
the Shire and our spot out the front of the CBA is being discussed with Rotary. 

Cont... 

This incident would later be called the Castle Hill Rebellion and the Second 
Battle of Vinegar Hill. Menzies with a detachment of 150 marines landed from 
the ship to help quell the rebellion. He was promoted to lieutenant shortly 
thereafter. - from ADB HERE 

Mildred Harrison was born in Louth, Lincolnshire, where her parents Francis 
and Mary Harrison had her baptised on 6 March 1781. Under the name 
Mildred Rose she was tried at the Old Bailey, on 16 Sept 1801, on a charge 
of stealing clothing (two aprons valued at one shilling and a child’s petticoat, 
worth sixpence). She was sentenced to seven years transportation, and 
arrived at Port Jackson on the Glatton on 11 March 1803.  In 1804 she was 
granted an absolute pardon. 

In Port Jackson, Mildred was very ‘friendly’ with the then 2nd Lt Charles 
Menzies.  

On 28 March 1804 Menzies, having resigned his Marines commission was 
appointed by Governor King as Commandant of an expedition to establish a 
new settlement at ‘The Coal Harbour’, now known as Newcastle. 

 

On 28 Feb 1805 Mildred gave birth to Charles Harrison Menzies. He was 
baptised at St. Philip’s Church Sydney on 23 June 1805. 

In March 1805, having completed his mission at Newcastle, Menzies 
submitted his resignation to Governor King to 'return to England to my duty in 
the Royal Marines'. He left soon afterwards and returned to active service in 
Europe.  

Menzies would serve in the Napoleonic Wars and become General Sir 
Charles Menzies. For a time he was aide to Queen Victoria. 

. . . to be continued 

- from St. Philip’s Church, Sydney 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castle_Hill_Rebellion
https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/menzies-sir-charles-2447
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