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PRESIDENT’S REPORT                                                                  
“The patient caterpillar looks forward to the Spring” Chinese proverb, anon              

Dear Members                                                                                        

As the Covid crisis goes from week to week with the end looking ever 

distant, we must consider our ongoing response.  

At this stage it has been decided that, in order to protect our 

volunteers and members, many of whom fall into the ‘high risk’ 

category, the Museum shall remain closed to the general public. All 

meetings have been suspended until further notice for the same 

reason. 

Having said that, we are now allowing a very limited number of 
volunteers to access the building for cleaning, maintenance or 
research works.  

If you have a need of information or anything else from the Museum, 
please get in touch and we will attempt to make mutually convenient 

arrangements. 

The good news is that ‘lockdown’ is providing the opportunity to 
reflect on, and research some of the operations at The Museum. Your 
Committee is determined to use this time to make improvements 
where needed. 

One operation that was proving popular just prior to lockdown was the 
‘Be Connected’ project. A number of current and prospective 
members completed the course at The Museum and are now ‘more 
comfortable’ in the digital world. Thanks to Annette and Mark for 
running this program.  
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We hope to revive this when possible, so if you are interested in 
upskilling yourself on computers or tablets please get in touch. 

During this hiatus we continue to monitor local events, as reported 
below. 

Mostly, stay safe, take care and I look forward to seeing you in the 

Spring.                                                                Clive Smith 

 Planning Report 

We encourage all members interested in local planning to look at the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire website.  It is very user friendly.  Just enter 
'Advertised  Planning Applications' and you can search by an address 
or scroll through all the current ones.  A location map is provided, 
along with a button to enable you to read the full plans and 
documentation and the process for submitting objections. 

The 'History of Sorrento' Facebook site always has interesting 
comments and photos, too. Thanks to Jenny Nixon and her friends for 
all their contributions. 

Application P18/2059,  855-865 Melbourne Road, Sorrento is of 
interest, being for a Retirement Village above a basement car park. 
Amendments to this project, in response to concerns raised, are the 
retention of more trees, revised landscape design, increased setbacks, 
and the existing heritage listed house, to be restored, more easily 
seen between the four blocks of units (39 in all). 

The Continental Hotel has now been sold to the Trennery Consortium, 
whose workers were on site from June 12th.  Our Society will invite a 
consortium representative to talk to members once the covid situation 
allows. 
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Our Museum Storage and Workspace Extension: The Nepean 
Conservation Group's newsletter announced it was asking the Shire to 
go to public consultation on any plans, and their President Ursula de 
Jong, at her request, attended the July 2 online meeting between our 
President Clive and Vice President Joy and Shire's Project Manager 
Athanasios Karabatsis, architect Steve Hofer, Local History Officer Sally 
Robins, Councillor Hugh Fraser, and Britney Beamish for Michael 
Scully, Manager of Infrastructure-Planning Community Facilities. 
There are no major changes to the design of 3/4 years ago.  Stage 
One will still be the rear storage area with south side office/storage 
added.  Next day, Joy had a follow-up meeting with Steve and 
Athanasios  to inspect site and building. 

Point Nepean: Some work has been done on restoring the 
Superintendent's House at Police Point..Termites have now been 
found there, so back to Shire Budget for more funding.  Thanks to 
Councillor Hugh Fraser for updating the Nepean Historical Society on 
this project. Workers were seen at the Foul Luggage Store on June 
12th, repairing woodwork. It is closed until August. 
      Joy Kitch, Vice-President 

Photo: 
Superintendent’s 
House, Cottage No. 6 
Police Point Shire Park   
Point Nepean             
[NHS Collection] 
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Deep Time Dreaming: Uncovering Ancient Australia  
by Billy Griffiths  

As I was writing this review, the terrible news of Rio Tinto’s destruction 
of the ancient and significant rock shelters in Juukan Gorge was 
announced on May 26. These shelters in the Pilbara in W.A. held 
evidence of the antecedents of the current PKKP peoples living in this 
area more than 46,000 years ago.   

In the 1950s it was assumed that Aboriginal culture was static and only 
a couple of thousand years old and that the people were ‘primitive 
stone agers’ – remember how our school history text books summed 
them up in a page or two?   The voices of Aboriginal people along 
with teams of archaeologists have now provided new understandings 
of the amazing complexities and richness of the cultures.  

 Author Billy Griffiths is not an archaeologist. His perspective is as an 
outsider: ‘it is an assessment from the fringes’ gained by working 
(often as a camp cook ) on many dig sites across Australia from the 
Western Desert to carparks and shopping malls in our cities. ‘The 
evidence of ancient Australia is everywhere, a pulsing presence.’  1

 ‘Australia’s human history began over 60,000 years ago.’ This 
astonishing opening statement could not have been made before 
2017 and the new dating technology used on the Arnhem Land 
escarpment. Griffiths tells the intriguing stories of the often eccentric 
and passionate people and their archaeological excavations in this 
country since the 1950s. He opens with the tragic but well planned 
suicide of archaeologist Vere Gordon Childe at Blackheath whose final 
note in October 1957 ended ‘Life ends best when one is strong and 
happy.’ Childe believed that above all archaeology was about people.  

 Griffiths B. Deep Time Dreaming Uncovering Ancient Australia Black Inc. 2018  p.31
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In 1956 John Mulvaney insisted  that ‘context is everything.’  Records 2

must be kept of the strata and what was seen at each level. In the 
1970s the sometimes controversial Rhys Jones popularised 
archaeology and coined the term ‘fire stick farming.’ 

 And women entered the field. Isabel McBryde in the 1960s was one 
of the first to understand the importance of working with the 
traditional custodians, accepted now in many current collaborative 
investigations. 

As Griffiths records the stories he admits that ‘archaeology has a murky 
history in colonialism and social evolutionism.’ But he aims to 
‘emphasize the transformative nature of the discipline.’  3

The term ‘deep time’ was devised to describe the immense time 
scales that we must now try to comprehend. Archaelogist John 
Mulvaney estimated that a billion people may have lived on this 
continent. These resilient people survived geological epochs – the 
Pleistocene and Holocene - sea level rises, volcanoes erupting, land 
bridges drowned. They adapted and diversified to these changes. 
Through art and song and story they explained the country and 
colonised every region. 

Griffiths’ exploration of the study of indigenous art in his chapter 
‘Marking Country’ is fascinating. ‘Art provides a sacred charter to the 
land,’ writes anthropologist Howard Morphy, ‘and producing art is one 
of the conditions of existence.’  Since the invasion, art has played a 4

powerful role in Aboriginal political and cultural expression. In 1963 
the Yolngu people’s extraordinary bark petition was used to oppose 
the federal government’s leasing of their land at Yirrkala. It demanded 

 Ibid p.252

 Ibid p.83

 Ibid p.1784
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recognition of Yolngu rights to their country by depicting the clan 
designs of the areas under threat. It is accepted as a legal document. 

 Debates have raged over the interpretations of the millions of 
engravings and paintings found across Australia. Rock art research, 
consulting with local traditional owners and the contemporary 
Aboriginal art movement has enabled a deeper appreciation and 
offers ‘insights into the social worlds of the old masters who created 
them.’  5

Over the last 60 years Australian archaeology has become a thriving 
multi-dimensional discipline. There is still conflict between those who 
approach the past from a critical, deep time perspective and those 
who view it as a living heritage, an affirmation of cultural identity.  

I highly recommend this book – it is beautifully written and records 
important and intriguing stories and ideas.                     

       Joy Kitch   

Nepean Historical Society acknowledges and pays respect to the Boon 
Wurrung/Bunurong people, the traditional custodians of these lands 

and waters.   

________________________________________________________                                               

MEMBERSHIP  

Welcome to the following new members to the Society, we look 
forward to meeting them at functions and meetings:  
Annie & Christopher Bones                        Nadia Carlin                       
Derek Dubout                                        Martin & Margie Tissot        
Denise & David Bristow 

             Val Stieglbauer, Membership Secretary 

 Ibid p.1995
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Too late for inclusion in the March 'Nepean', we were sad to learn of 

the death of Barbara Stephenson.  

A member and duty volunteer for many years, 
she worked in our Archives section on the photo 
and map collections, but her greatest 
contribution to our Society was in tracing family 
connections, as genealogy was a passion for her.   

Barbara Stephenson                                                                                
NHS Photograph Collection 

Another former member of our Society has died 
this year in Hobart.  Barbara Hamilton Arnold was a teacher-librarian 
and author of Letters of G.P.Harris, Surveyor at the Collins Settlement 
at Sorrento. She retired to Tasmania in her last years, and 
became active in the Hobart Town (1804) First Settlers Association. 

VOLUNTEERS 
Thanks to our volunteers, those who are still working  from home and 

those waiting for things to return to normal.  We all miss each other,  

and plan to have an afternoon tea get-together once we are able. 

We are keen to increase our team, and should welcome input from 

new members.  There are jobs to suit all interests, in research, in 

cataloguing and caring for documents, maps, photos, and objects, 

welcoming museum visitors, helping staff street stalls and special 

events, and making jams, etc. for our shop and stalls. Please email or 

‘phone to express interest and learn more (Details front cover).        

Best wishes to all and stay well                                             Annette Buckland 

Volunteer Co-ordinator 
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PROMOTIONAL STREET STALLS  

Dear and loyal Street Stall Team, 

For the time being the Council is still not issuing street stall 
permits.  Hopefully soon there will be some good news in this 
department.  In the meantime I hope you are all keeping well.   

If anyone wants a jigsaw puzzle let me know. 
Jan Weston 

AEROPLANE CRASH. Argus, 21 Oct 1929 
LIGHT MACHINE WRECKED. OCCUPANTS' AMAZING ESCAPE.  

Sensational Mishap at Portsea.                                                            
A thrilling mishap to an aeroplane, very fortunately without fatal 
consequences, occured on Saturday afternoon about 5 o'clock at 
Portsea. Two young men, Alexander Arthur Barlow and Hugh Hughes, 
made a good landing in the large paddock beside the Nepean Hotel, 
which could be made into a fine landing ground. Their object was to 
visit some friends in that hotel, where they had afternoon tea. They 
flew a Gipsy Moth biplane (DH 3350), which had just been purchased 
by Barlow for £800. They were making their first flight in the machine. 
A considerable number of residents, including many children, 
gathered round the plane and awaited the return of the aviators from 
the hotel. These sightseers seemed to be too close to it when it was 
about to set off again, and though they were warned to move farther 
off and did so the margin of safety was still small.  
The paddock has a well-defined slope northwards to the main road, 
and the plane was at rest about one-third of the distance from the 
highest ground. The wind was from the south and was fairly strong. It 
was obvious to most spectators on the road that correct manoeuvre by 
Barlow would be to taxi down to the lower level with the wind and 
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then turn and make the flight into the wind so as to give a good lift. 
Possibly the fact that a cricket match was being played (Boneo v. 
Portsea) near the road gave him the impression that he might not have 
sufficient room to turn to get off if he followed this course, so he 
taxied to the top of the paddock and then turned north down the wind 
towards Portsea village. The machine, on its wheels, gathered speed 
until it reached the cricketers, who ran for safety. It did not begin to 
rise until close to the road, when to the consternation of every 
spectator it was realised that it could not possibly get over the 
telephone wires which run along the edge of the paddock. Barlow 
tried to pass under them, but the undercarriage struck the top wire of 
a fence and uprooted a post. The tail fin touched the telephone pole 
and the end of it was smashed.  

The plane was turned slightly by this collision, otherwise it would have 
plunged into the shops opposite. Then it struck a cypress tree (the last 
of a row), and this gave it a violent swerve. It turned over on its side 
and crashed into the verandah outside Stringer's stores and collapsed 
with great violence against the limestone cottage next door.  

Propeller in Front Room.                                                                          
Men rushed to rescue the aviators, and everyone was amazed to find 
that they had not been killed. Excepting for some cuts on Hughes's 
face they were apparently uninjured. Mrs. Wishart, wife of the manager 
of Stringer's stores, was standing at the window of the cottage 
watching the machine and had a remarkable escape from injury. The 
window and door were smashed, and the propeller of the plane was 
actually forced into the front room. The body, wings, and fuselage of 
the machine were hopelessly destroyed, but the engine was very 
slightly injured. There can be no doubt that the swerving caused by 
the slight collision with the tree prevented a very serious disaster. The 
machine could not have risen even had it not struck the fence, and it 
would certainly have dived straight into the store and the adjoining 
cafe and shop conducted by Mrs. Knappet.                                 
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Danger from the falling of live electric light wires which run along the 
business side of the road was caused by the collapse of the verandah, 
but a mechanic was summoned from Sorrento and he cut off the 
current. Constable Gillies, of Sorrento, who was sent for, asked Barlow 
if he desired to make a statement, but Barlow expressed a wish to do 
so only to the aviation authorities. The salvaged parts of the machine 
were taken into Sorrento, and will be sent to Melbourne. 

A girl, Mary Mort, daughter of an official at the Quarantine Station, 
was passing Stringer's stores when the plane fell, and was actually 
covered by one of the wings. Her escape from death was miraculous. 
She suffered only a slight bruising on the shoulder. 

The Gipsy Moth machine was to have been used by Barlow Motors 
Pty. Ltd., Latrobe street, in their business. Barlow was the holder of an 
endorsed “A" class licence, which entitled him to carry passengers. 
Hughes was also a member of the club. Officials said last night that 
he was one of the club's most promising pilots. 

_____________________________________ 

COMING EVENTS  

Our regular monthly meetings have been cancelled, and the museum 
closed to the public, due to the pandemic. When restrictions are 
further loosened, members will be notified of future plans. 

We hope you all keep safe and well in the meantime.                        
      NHS Committee 

———————————-————-                                                                                    
NHS members are invited to contribute to this newsletter by 

submitting articles preferably of less than 500 words, unless by 
arrangement with the editor, who in consultation with the contributor 

reserves the right to edit, abridge or reject material.   Editor 
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NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.          

Committee 2019-2020                                
PRESIDENT: Clive Smith    VICE-PRESIDENT: Joy Kitch                         
SECRETARY: Val Stieglbauer  TREASURER: Clive Smith                           

OTHER MEMBERS: Annette Buckland, Marie Clark,                                       
Jenny Nixon, Mark Peasley, Janet South, Cathy Stirling 

___________________________________________
Other NHS volunteer positions:                                                         

Archivist & Research Officer: Janet South                                                                      
Collection & Displays: Joy Kitch                                                      

Cataloguer & Indexer: Bergliot Dallas                                                                            
Map Curator: Mark Peasley                                                                         

Librarian: Sally Payne                                                                  
Photograph Curator: Maggie Broadhead                                                                     

Volunteers Co-ordinator:  Annette Buckland                                                                                                                  
Street Stalls & Bookshop: Suzanne Edginton & Jan Weston                                                 

Tours: Natasha Wicks                                                                                
The Nepean Editor: Janet South                                                                       

The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the support of:     

                              
Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in The Nepean are not necessarily those of 

the Society, whose stated values are non-sectarian and non-political.
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