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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

 People don't notice whether it's winter or summer when they're happy.  
          - Anton Chekhov 

As the days shorten, I look back on an exciting end to the 2018/19 
‘Season’ 
Monthly Meetings 
March’s exhibition and talk by Point Nepean Artist in Residence, Trish 
Bourke was widely applauded, and Trish has since contributed some 
excellent ideas about how we might develop relations with some of 
the local artists into the future. 
  
April’s Members' Tour of The Quarantine Station was a great success 
thanks to Tash and her team and augurs well for our public tours in 
season 2019-20. Our thanks also to the Sorrento Croquet Club for 
providing afternoon tea (and croquet).  
  
 May’s launch of Jenny Nixon’s book Family Connections, Sorrento 
and Portsea was well attended by 
both NHS Members and Local 
Families and Connections. My 
congratulations go to Jenny for the 
excellent reprint of this book and I  
commend her and Margaret Wilson, 
who contributed greatly to its 
production.   
The popularity of the book has 
meant we have nearly sold out of the 
first print run. In addition to the 
ripping stories in the book, it serves 
as a great advertisement for what the 
NHS can give back to the local 
community, who have provided most 
of our collection.            Photo: Jenny Nixon & Margaret Wilson  [NHS Collection] 
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Buckley Opera 
The Buckley Opera was held at Rosebud Memorial Hall on 26th and 
27th of April and was sold out for both sessions, as evidenced by the 
rush for extra chairs on the Saturday afternoon! 
My congratulations to all involved with this excellent production. It was 
certainly a different way to experience a great story that we have 
previously only known through the written word.                                    
The Museum - Volunteers 
As winter closes in we will again be restricting our opening hours to 
only Saturdays (Except for school holidays when we will open Tuesday 
and Thursday). My thanks go out to those members who have 
volunteered at the Museum over the ‘Season’ and who will assist us 
into the Winter. As always, if you believe you might be able to 
contribute a couple of hours occasionally, please get in touch. 
Committee 
We have had two Members of the Committee depart. It is with 
enormous gratitude that I thank Anna Hackwill and Tash Wicks for their 
past contribution to the Committee and look forward to their 
continuing efforts within the NHS in H&P and Tours areas respectively. 
We welcome Mark Peasley as new member. 
 
I wish all our members and friends a cosy winter and look forward to 
another exciting year at the NHS and the Sorrento Museum in 
2019-2020.                                                                        Clive Smith 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP                                                                              
Welcome to the following new members to the Society.                      

We look forward to seeing them at functions and meetings:                                    

Kerry & Wendy Lloyd, Jack & Lois Meaden and Ron Burke                    

                                    Val Stieglbauer, Membership Secretary
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HERITAGE WATCH 

Continental Hotel (1) 
The attention of Heritage and Planning Working Group has been 

brought to concerns of members and the general community about 

the current proposal by the Continental Hotel developer. This involves 

the taking over of a large area of public street reserve in front of the 

hotel for a covered private dining area. H&P drafted a response, which 

was approved by the NHS Committee in April, and submitted under 

their authority to the Shire Council, who must consider if a permit 

should be granted or refused. 

Continental Hotel (2) 
At the time of writing, work had stopped (for at least some months) on 

the Continental Hotel re-development project. Recent reports and 

statements from the parties indicated that in the changing real estate 

market serious difficulties have arisen in financing the project. Reports 

also indicate concern that the half-finished state of the works may be 

jeopardising the conservation of this state-listed historic property.  

Following representations by Nepean Conservation Group, Heritage 

Victoria has reminded the owners of their responsibility under the Act 

to maintain and conserve this property, and have been negotiating to 

ensure protection of the unfinished work against the weather. In 

addition, the Shire building surveyor has now inspected the excavated 

areas, and issued orders for surveys to be made monthly regarding the 

integrity of the basement area, and for plans to be prepared for 

temporary propping should that prove necessary. 
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Shire Heritage Review, Portsea-Sorrento-Blairgowrie 
After two years' work, the Shire-appointed professional consultants for 

this project have finalised their report to Council. This report (600-700 

pages), reveals that priority in the work schedule of the consultants 

was given to private houses. These, including important postwar 

houses, are considered for addition to the list of places deemed to be 

of local heritage significance. Further steps in the Heritage Review will 

be taken over the next year, with public exhibition and invitations to 

comment, a State Panel Hearing (probably), and the preparation by 

Council officers of the details which would be entered in the schedules 

of the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme. 

The Heritage and Planning Working Group 
After seven intensely interesting and enjoyable years as Convenor for 

the H&P Working Group it is time for me to make this my final 

Heritage Watch column. I take the opportunity to thank most sincerely 

all those readers, NHS Members, Committee, Working Group and 

other colleagues in heritage who have given such gratifying support 

and encouragement over a very long period to H&P and its work. My 

best regards to all these people. 
            Frank Hindley, Convenor Heritage & Planning Group                                                                   

___________________________________________________________________________                           

Please Note 

The Museum will be open Saturday afternoon 

 1.30 - 4.30 pm during Winter. 
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Beware the Bride's Curse! 

Continental Hotel and the footbridge over Constitution Hill c.1965                                       

Photo: NHS Collection VNEP P6174.2 

Perhaps the time is ripe for the revival of a local legend about the 
Continental Hotel. The story goes that a newly-wed young man saw 
someone 'dallying' with his bride in the moonlight on the bridge which 
used to lead from the hotel to the ballroom, croquet lawn, etc., on the 
other side of Constitution Hill Road. In a rage, he attacked, threw him 
down into the road to his death, and fled. The  young bride pined 
away in an upper floor room, but before expiring she put a curse on 
anyone who removed the bridge, saying that death would follow, and 
the hotel would collapse. 

Local residents would remember the tragic tale in 1967, when Flinders 
Shire council announced the dismantling of the, by then, disused and 
rotten bridge, and waited to see if the curse would be fulfilled.  Sure 
enough, a lot of people have died in Sorrento since then, and now it 
seems that the grand old hotel building itself may be at risk ......Curses 
sometimes take a long time to work. 

Janet South 
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Special Members' Tour on Saturday 6th April. 
Guided tours at the Point Nepean Quarantine Station ceased some years 
ago with the demise of the Friends of the Quarantine Station. Parks 
Victoria provides self-guided tour brochures for visitors,but there is 
no substitute for the magic woven by a gifted storyteller. We are fortunate 
to have such a person in our own Natasha Wicks who generously gave up 
her Saturday afternoon to walk us through the rich history of this 
stunning landscape from Boonwurrung times to the present. 

We learned about some of the bush tucker still growing there and 
could picture the arrival of the stricken Ticonderoga passengers, and later 
on, refugees. Inside the buildings, fumigation and sterilisation processes 
were brought to life. The cramped conditions on board the immigration 
ships became more real as we stood and listened to Tash in the Hospital 
building. Alison Jones, herself a descendant of two Ticonderoga passengers, 
contributed with her story of her great-great grandmother, whose brooch is in 
her keeping. She also provided handouts of brochures prepared by 
the Friends' group in the 1990s. 
                                                                                                  

Following afternoon tea 
provided by the Sorrento 
Croquet Club some 
members joined them for 
a game while others 
continued on with Tash 
hearing about the Army 
buildings and climbing the 
hill to the Medical 
Superintendent’s Quarters 
which later became the 
Commandant’s House. 
This lovely building 
commands a magnificent 
view.             
     Tash Wicks showing visitors around the Quarantine Station 
                   (Photo: NHS Collection) 
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DISPLAYS AND COLLECTION REPORT 

Who Was George ? The terrific Coppin Display is attracting quite a bit 
of interest from locals and National Trust members who have been 
visiting as part of the Australian Heritage Festival. The accompanying 
photo DVD and recording of a Coppin song with new words by Janet 
South provide another interesting dimension to this farsighted and 
energetic man who had such an impact on Sorrento. Thanks to 
Natasha Wicks for her coordination role, and to Janet South,          
Sally Payne and Maggie Broadhead assisting. The display will 
remain up for another few weeks, so make a time to see it, if you 
haven't yet done so.                                                                                    
Historical Costumes It was good to see some of the special 
reproduction costumes for  the 1803 Settlement characters looking 
good up on the stage for the Buckley Opera in April. Luckily the key 
singers fitted into these beautifully.  They were made by RMIT 
students for the  Friends of Collins Settlement, and used in their Bi-
Centenary celebrations.                                           Joy Kitch Coordinator 

A scene from Buckley, The Opera                                                                                                   

Photo: Courtesy of Antony Ransome [Opera Director]  
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1919 -THE SPANISH FLU 

The word “epidemic” was mentioned twice in a recent edition of the 
Southern Peninsula News on a page of excerpts from the paper of 100 
years ago.  One said that some tradesmen were refusing to deliver 
goods even to the backyards of affected houses, and the other 
regretted that a couple who had owned a  popular hotel in Somerville 
could not be publicly farewelled before departing the district because 
of the prevailing influenza epidemic. 

The word “influenza” was first used in Italy in 1743 when there was a 
serious outbreak of the often-fatal illness. It derived from a medieval 
word meaning “ influence of the stars” as no-one knew what caused it. 
We know it is a viral infection and it's interesting to note that the word 
“viral” is now used in social media meaning “spreading world-wide in 
a very short time”,  just like the Spanish influenza. It wasn't Spanish in 
any real way, as no-one knows where it began. All pandemics have a 
name:”Asiatic or Russian flu” in 1890,  “Asian flu” in 1957 and more 
recently “swine flu” in 2009. But in 1918-19 millions of people died. In 
Samoa 22% of the population died in two months; in Alaska a third of 
the people died in 16 days. In India there were 17 million deaths, 
many being fit young people, as well as babies and the aged who 
were often the most affected by such illnesses. 

Australia fared better than most other countries because of our 
isolation. But with thousands of soldiers returning from the war, the 
Portsea Quarantine Station had its busiest time ever, with 305 ships 
and 130,000 passengers passing through. Of these, 12,000 people 
were landed at the Station and 253 patients were admitted to hospital. 
(The Portsea Station ... People and Plague - B. McMeekin NHS 2002, 
p.51)   Twelve new accommodation huts with 32 beds each were 
needed in 1919. The order to build them specified that the first must 
be completed within ten days and the whole project was finished in 
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five weeks. It's hard to find builders like that these days! The huts are 
still standing at Point Nepean 100 years later; you pass them on the 
left before you reach the car park. 

As well as enforcing strict quarantine for ships arriving in Port Phillip,  
the Victorian government in January 1919 issued a proclamation that 
“all theatres, picture theatres, music or concert halls, and all public 
buildings where persons assemble for the purposes of entertainment 
or instruction, shall be closed forthwith, and not again used until 
permission is given by a notice in the ‘Government Gazette’” (The 
Age, 29.1.1919) The Exhibition Building in Melbourne was   used as a 
Hospital for flu patients.  

Although Australia had more access than less-developed countries to 
some of the new medications, 12,500 people died. This was a large 
number in a population of 5 million, though much fewer than our 
60,000 deaths in WW1. World-wide however the flu caused far more 
deaths than the War. To lose 20 million soldiers and civilians in 
1914-18 was catastrophic for many countries, and for millions of 
families. But no-one knows how many died of the flu. I have seen one 
guess of 100 million in 1918-19 but between 30 and 50 million is the 
usual estimate. How grateful we must be that modern medical science 
should prevent any such disaster in future. 
Sources: The Age[online], Museums Victoria, and SLV. 

Alison Jones 

In our NHS archives we have two Quarantine Station ledgers literally 
saved from the flames of Defence Department bonfires by Major Jim 
Welch, and given to us. 
One of these, covering the period April 1912-August 1919, shows the 
enormous numbers of ships' passengers, especially returning troops, 
being 'processed' for the protection of the community. In one month 
alone, August 1919, the last to mention Influenza quarantine, over 
9,000 came through, 7,400 of whom were servicemen. 
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Primary diagnosis was by 'temperature parade' on arrival and then 
daily for about a week. Surprisingly few throughout the ledger were ill 
on arrival, or developed illness while there.  Even fewer actually had 
the flu. The majority of servicemen remained on board ship during the 
period covered by the ledger. 
Before it was known that the cause was a virus, the Commonwealth 
Serum Laboratories, which started operations in 1918, had produced a 
crude anti-bacteria vaccine, which some thought was helpful.  
Otherwise, treatment consisted of inhalations of a substance unknown, 
fumigation, and isolation, as the only recourses available. 

Janet South 

Photo: Probably Portsea, February 1919. Troops lined up on the deck of the troop 
transport HMAT Derbyshire on ‘Thermometer Parade’, Probably before landing at the 

Quarantine Station, a measure to prevent the spread of the influenza epidemic. 
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A QUIET OUTING 
Wednesday 17 October 1877 - Trip Melbourne to Sorrento and Return 
Extract from:  
South Bourke and Mornington Journal (Richmond, Vic.:1877 - 1920; 1926 - 1927), 
Source: National Library of Australia, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-title208 

‘The following has been furnished to us by a gentleman who was one 
of the number who recently took a trip down the peninsula between 
Western Port and Port Phillip Bay, and will, no doubt, be interesting to 
many of our readers:- 
“Being inclined for a trip out, and moreover, being desirous of a 
glimpse of the much-vaunted Sorrento, the Bella Vista of Sir C.G. 
Duffy, a friend and I started from Dandenong, and in due time reached 
Frankston, whence, after refreshing the inner man, not forgetting the 
cattle, we proceeded on our journey by way of Mornington.The Tanti 
Hotel being the next place of call, we pulled up and refreshed.  After  
a few minutes’ spell we again took the road for Dromana, our 
destination for that night, and which we reached after traversing a 
most abominable piece of road, over Mount Martha, early in the 
evening.  After paying due attention to our wearied animals, we found 
ourselves snugly ensconced in the Arthur’s Seat Hotel, a house 
beautifully situated at the base of Arthur’s Seat and within a stone’s-
throw of the sea beach.  Here we spent a very pleasant evening and 
succeeded in obtaining a cicerone for our journey of the morrow to 
Sorrento.   

The morning dawning bright and beautiful, we according to 
arrangement started in good time along an excellent metal road, our 
guide pointing out, as we proceeded, the beautifully situated seat of 
the later J.B. Burrell, Esq., J.P., and the South Channel Lighthouse, 
with the remarkably neat quarters of the light keepers.  Passing the 
tidy looking vineyard of Capt. Adams, we suddenly came to the end of 
the metalled road and delved into pure sand at a place which we were 
told was called the ‘Rosebud’ fishing village, consisting, as most 
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fishing villages do, of a number of straggling cottages and huts, the 
fleet of boats, with their sails glistening under the sun in the distance, 
accounting for the seeming want of life on shore.   

Passing this village, our guide, finding that the tide was out, soon 
showed us a way on the beach, along which we had a splendid spin 
for about six miles, which brought us to Tootgarook, the well known 
station of James Purves, Esq.  Here we halted for a while, and 
proceeded thence to Rye, the next township, the inhabitants of which 
are principally engaged in the lime trade.  Being directed by our 
companion to the house of Patrick Sullivan, we found everything neat 
and snug, and determined to remain for the night.                               

In the said P. Sullivan we found an intelligent veteran of some 
standing, whom we unanimously agreed must be a relative of the now 
celebrated Suleiman Pasha, greatly to the amusement of his four 
attractive daughters.  After a stroll in the vicinity, our sharpened 
appetites, and the sun’s chronological indications warned us that it was 
tea time, we returned to the Pasha’s and enjoyed ourselves heartily 
until a late hour, when, finding the house was overcrowded with 
visitors, two of us quietly took two opossum rugs from the trap, and 
wrapping ourselves therein, had a sound and undisturbed snooze until 
daylight under a clump of umbrageous tea-trees. After witnessing one 
or two pugilistic encounters between some of the old identities, we 
breakfasted, and putting the horses to again, took the beach for 
Sorrento, where we arrived after passing the late Michael O’Grady’s 
and Dr. Blair’s residences.  Here we found three hotels, two very large 
ones, but around those two reigned solemn silence, not a soul being 
visible; so our guide suggested, as two of us at least patronised 
colonial industry in the shape of beer, we had better go to the smaller 
house, where the greatest traffic was in that particular commodity.  So, 
accordingly, we paid a visit to Mr. J. Clark, whose brew we found 
excellent. After watering the horses, we again mounted, our guide 
telling us that he would take us to Sands’ End, meaning Portsea, and  
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Photo: J B Clark’s Mornington 
Hotel c.1890, later the Koonya 
Hotel [NHS Collection] 

he did take us there, after 
a slight detour from the 
proper road.  Portsea we 
considered a prettier place 
than   Sorrento, the former 
having much less of the 
loose driving sand which 
prevails at the latter.                                        
 Making a substantial dinner at Farnsworth’s [otherwise known as 
Ford’s or the Nepean Hotel], a very capacious and well-built hotel, with 
a fine lofty tower, we again took our seats and retraced our way to 
Dromana, which we reached in the evening, without anything 
wonderful happening. 

“Next morning, being in no great hurry to start, we had a better view 
of Dromana, which is truly a beautiful place, situated between Mount 
Martha and Arthur’s Seat, the latter forming a bold and majestic 
background tot he township.  From the trigonometrical survey tower 
on Arthur’s Seat, which has been utilised by the inhabitants 
constructing a good stair, railings, etc., the most magnificent 
panoramic view that can well be conceived is to be obtained, having 
the whole stretch of Port Phillip and Western Port Bays, the outline of 
the southern coast, the Dandenong Range and the Australian Alps in 
Gippsland towering in all their grandeur in the distance, full in view.  
The Dromana Hotel, kept by Mr. R. Watkin, is a large and handsome 
building, capable of accommodating a large number of visitors, and is 
situated near the jetty.  The jetty itself is quite a feature, being very 
long and well constructed, though perhaps deficient of shelter.  
Having seen all that time would allow of, we wished our companion 
good-bye and made tracks for Dandenong, where we duly arrived safe 
and sound, greatly pleased with our trip.”              
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 COMING EVENTS    

Our meetings are usually held on the first Friday of the month                           
(unless otherwise notified), at the Sorrento Museum   

at the corner of Melbourne & Ocean Beach Roads Sorrento                                                        

Free and open to all - Tea or Coffee afterwards by donation.                             
You are welcome to to join us for dinner prior to meetings 

at 6.15 pm at Sorrento & Portsea RSL Club,                                                           
1 - 33 Hurley Street, Sorrento [off George Street].                                         

Committee meetings are usually held on the fourth Monday of the 
month, but date may change. 

Friday 5 July at 8 Pm   Monthly General Meeting                                   
  Speaker: Bob Marmion on the defence of Port Phillip                                    
  Author of: Murder at The Fort 

Friday 2 August at 8 pm       Monthly General Meeting                
     Speaker: TBA 

Friday 6 September  Monthly General Meeting                        
    Speaker: TBA                                                      

Friday 4 October  Annual General Meeting                      
_______________________________________________________________  

PROMOTIONAL STREET STALLS  

Sorrento  22 June  Blairgowrie  6 July                 
Sorrento  20 July  Blairgowrie  10 August  
Sorrento  28 September Blairgowrie  7 September 
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NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.         
Committee 2018-2019                                

PRESIDENT: Clive Smith    VICE-PRESIDENT: Joy Kitch                         
SECRETARY: Val Stieglbauer  TREASURER: Clive Smith                

OTHER MEMBERS: Janet South, Jenny Nixon, Marie Clark,                                     

Annette Buckland,  Mark Peasley 

___________________________________________
Other NHS volunteer positions:                                                         

Archivist & Research Officer: Janet South                                                                      
Collection & Displays: Joy Kitch                                                      

Cataloguer & Indexer: Bergliot Dallas                                                 
Heritage & Planning Working Group Convenor: Frank Hindley  

Librarian: Sally Payne                                                                         
Map Curator: Mark Peasley                                                                                                                                          

Photograph Collection: Maggie Broadhead                                                                                                                                                                                      
Street Stalls & Bookshop: Suzanne Edginton & Jan Weston                                                 

Tours: Natasha Wicks                                                                                
The Nepean Editor: Janet South                                                    

Volunteers Co-ordinator:  Annette Buckland                                                                    

The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the support of:   

                              
Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in The Nepean are not necessarily those of 

the Society, whose stated values are non-sectarian and non-political.
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