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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

“Days in summer are apt to linger.” ― Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray

Until now, of course…… 
At a special event in February at the Museum, Anthony Knight OAM 
from Beleura House and Garden, and former Vice President and Vice 
Chair of The National Trust, unveiled the oil sketch of David Collins by 
Algernon Talmage, gifted to us by The National Trust (See p.7). We are 
extremely grateful to Anthony for his role in seeing that this painting 
found an appropriate home. It can now seen at the Museum, so do 
come down and have a look. I wish to congratulate Janet South for all 
her ‘sleuthing’ regarding the history of our painting, the story of the 
larger work ‘The Founding of Australia – 1788” of which it forms a 
part, and the artist Algernon Talmage. We have made also a few 
reproductions of his works for your perusal. The consensus seems to 
be that Talmage was sadly underrated in his time. It was great to see a 
good number of NHS Members and ‘Friends of The Sorrento Museum’ 
attending the event. 
  
If you visit The Museum, you may notice things are a little brighter in 
the two exhibition halls. We have replaced the old lights with brighter 
and UV safer LED lights. This should also help a little with the 
electricity bills. 

Following the success of the ‘Hell Ship’ performances, we have been 
in discussion with Parks Victoria and have recently been awarded a 
licence to operate tours in all the National Parks on the Southern 
Peninsula. We will initially concentrate on The Quarantine Station, and 
further details of the tours we are planning to offer will appear on the 
website in due course. . . Worth considering if you are part of a group 
that takes tours. 
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 I’d be very interested in Members’ thoughts as to what further 
information or features you might like to see on the website. It has 
been in its current form for some time, and gets regular views of about 
a hundred a day. The most visited pages are the Quarantine Station 
and Point Nepean Forts pages. . . Perhaps we need to beef up the 
information on The Museum, our collection and our fascinating 
records! 
  
Analysis of the six months to the end of December, show monthly 
Museum attendance is up on average about 30 percent. Our weekend 
volunteers are essential to this, and the ability to keep open regularly 
is vital. We are severely in need of a few extra pairs of hands 
for ONLY three hours on an occasional weekend. . . I urge you to 
consider this. . . and get in touch with Annette or Val. 
  
I trust you’ve had an enjoyable Summer at The Beach, and now the 
hot days are diminishing, perhaps it’s time to pay The Museum 
another visit.      Clive Smith, President.     
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Archeologist Lucy Welsh and 
Heritage Project Officer Paul Byrne-
Moloney  from Aboriginal affairs 
inspecting the artefacts held by the 
NHS. 

Read the full story in Collection & 
Display Report by Joy Kitch p.5 
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HERITAGE WATCH  

Sandarne 
VCAT has overturned the Shire Council’s decision to reject a 
developer’s  proposal to demolish the century-old timber cottage 
Sandarne in the main street of Sorrento, and replace it with a multi-
storey complex of apartments and shops. NHS had supported 
retention of this property because of its heritage value, and 
questioned the scale of the proposed development, especially given 
the lack of provision for the entry of vehicles to the site except by 
crossing over the pedestrian promenade which is integral to this 
section of the town. An idea of the significance of the Sandarne 
cottage in the history of Sorrento’s early families and boatbuilding 
industry is given in Bergliot Dallas’s account (see p.13 in this issue). 
Bergliot, met recently with family members from Sweden associated 
with Sandarne. 

View to St Pauls 
At the time of writing the Shire Council was considering how the  
connections and viewlines between historic Sullivan Bay (on Port 
Phillip) and St Pauls (on the Bass Strait coast) could best be protected. 
Visual signalling between the two points was an important factor in the 
location and operation of the historic Collins settlement in 1803-04, 
and the fishing grounds on the sea coast were visited by both Collins 
settlers and pre-European inhabitants. Development and protection of 
this viewline is crucial to a proper public appreciation of the 
significance of the Collins Settlement site.  

Heritage Review, Blairgowrie-Sorrento-Portsea 
We have not yet had a response from the Shire’s special consultant to 
requests made in December 2017 to establish the heritage status of 
certain significant local sites. (See those listed in The Nepean, 
December 2018).                   

Frank Hindley, Convenor Heritage & Planning Group  
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COLLECTION ans DISPLAY REPORT  

‘These are beautiful !’ exclaims archaeologist Lucy Welsh. ‘You rarely 
see such refined ones.’ Lucy is looking at the microliths, tiny finely 
flaked stone tools, displayed in Room One of the museum, found by 
Mrs. Helen Begg at a Portsea midden in the 1960s when preparing the 
ground for a carnation farm. 

Lucy and Heritage Project Officer Paul Byrne-Moroney from Aboriginal 
Affairs Victoria came to inspect and record the Aboriginal artefacts 
held by NHS on November 29th 2018. All museums must register such 
artefacts with the Department, and we had waited quite some time for 
this important visit. A month before, we had coincidentally received 
from Queensland the donation of other Aboriginal stone tools in a box 
by post, with accompanying note explaining their find in the 1920s by 
the donor’s father who was farming in our area.   

Over the day Lucy and Paul carefully inspected, measured and 
photographed many of the pieces in the NHS stone tool collection. 
We learnt a lot about what to look for – Is there evidence of use? 
Shaping or knapping of the stone? Pit marks or signs of resin where 
string has been attached? What sort of stone is it? 

It must be noted that removal of objects from a site is now actively 
discouraged. Artefacts are protected by law. Finders should 
photograph, measure and record objects and location, and whether 
the area is threatened with disturbance. Then report the find to 
Aboriginal Affairs, whose informative pamphlets about tools and 
middens are in the museum for visitors to read.  We can also email 
them to you on request. 

There are still further investigations to be done on the NHS artefacts 
and an expert in wooden tools will visit to examine our spears. The 
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Bunerong Land Council has been informed of the registration of the 
collection and we will keep in contact with them about possible future 
developments. 

Adam Magennis,  Boon wurrung man, Archeologist , Applied Heritage 
Management Consultant and Professional Artist spoke at the February 
16 Nepean Conservation Group AGM.                                                       
You may recall his fascinating address to a 2016 NHS lunch when 
working for the Shire. 

On Saturday Adam particularly acknowledged Michael and 
Judy Begg and the thousands of stone artefacts collected by 
Helen Begg in the 1960s, now being examined and catalogued at the 
MP Regional Gallery.  Helen’s detailed field notes and drawings also 
provide invaluable information. 

Adam explained that there are now 1530 registered archeological sites 
on the Mornington Peninsula including many middens covering the 
bones of 500 generations of ancestors. Explorations are ongoing and 
we learnt of some recent intriguing discoveries. 

THE FARNSWORTH FAMILY – In February 
Mary Reid (nee Farnsworth and descended 
from James Ford, who named Portsea) 
arranged to donate some artefacts, 
including a metal sign and timetables, 
related to her father and the old blue 
passenger ferries. We spent an interesting 
morning recording stories of her father and 
his work on the ferries and at the Aquarium. 

Photo: Mary Farnsworth & Joy  
*If anyone has photos of the Aquarium and is prepared to lend them briefly, 

we would like to scan them for our collection. Please contact us.   
   Joy Kitch Coordinator  
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Known versions of  
'The Founding of Australia' by Algernon Mayow Talmage, RA 

(1871 - 1939) 

I. COMPLETE PICTURE 

(a)  Oil painting at Tate Gallery London, 2.4 x 3 metres, 1937 
 commissioned and donated by Mr.M.Frank Albert.   
The concept, choice of artist  and  responsibility for historical accuracy 
were undertaken  by Douglas Hope Johnston, founder and ex 
President of the Australasian Pioneers Club, Sydney, great grandson of 
Lt. Col. George Johnston, portrayed in the painting.  Printed versions 
were issued 1937 by Hope Johnston and by the Medici Society. 
The painting was lent to the Australian Government for the 1938 
sesquicentenary celebrations, and is said to have been brought out 
from England on the Royal Yacht Britannia with the royal visitors. 

(b) An oil  sketch of the whole picture was in Hope Johnston's 
possession till his death. It was offered for sale in 1999 by Hordern 
House, Sydney, bought by Robert O. Albert AM (son or grandson of 
Frank above?) and presented to the Mitchell Library, State Library of       
New South Wales, in 2000.  Size 77 x 106.5 cm. 

(c) Oil Painting, size unknown, commissioned and donated by Frank 
Albert to the NSW Parliament in 1939. It hangs in the Legislative 
Council Lobby, and seems to be No.1 in their audio tour guide. The 
lighting on it is altered at different times of day. 

(d) A  1.85 x 2.5 metre version, named ‘The Raising of the Flag,‘ made 
by the Australian Tapestry Workshop in South Melbourne, based on 
the Tate Gallery version, was unveiled at the Royal Marines Museum in 
1996, and will soon hang in the new Royal Navy Museum, in 
Portsmouth. 
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II  PARTS OF WHOLE 
(a)  Oil sketch of Capt. David Collins, 61 x 51 cms, Sorrento Museum, 
    donated by National Trust in 2016. 

b.   c.    d. 
Photos: Public Domain, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Algernon_Talmage  

(b, c, and d)  Oil sketches of Capt. Arthur Phillips, first Governor of 
New South Wales, of a young sailor hoisting the flag, and of another 
pouring drink from a jug for the loyal  toast. 
These three are held at Bushey Museum and Art Gallery [see photos 
above] Hertfordshire, which has a Talmage connection, on loan from a 
private owner. 

The Artist's Own Story 

Algernon Mayow Talmage was born 23rd February, 1871, the son of a 
clergyman in Fifield, Oxfordshire. Little is known of his early years, 
except for a gun injury to his left hand, despite which he became a 
bold rider and a good shot. He is said to have done some acting 
before taking up painting. 
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Studying at Hubert von Herkomer's art school in Bushey, Hertfordshire, 
he had moved by 1895 to St. Ives in Cornwall as tutor under Julius 
Olsson and then ran his own art school from 1900-7 with his wife 
Gertrude Rowe, an ex-pupil, in their stone house,The Cabin, on the 
edge of the sea.  (Now named Lambeth, with a flat above an art 
gallery, available to rent!) His students included Emily Carr and Helen 
McNicoll, reputed Canadian artists, and Will Ashton, born in England 
but best known as an Australian artist, and he had some association 
with George Bell. He would always advise painters to 'Look for the 
sunshine in the shadows'. 

Moving to London, and parted from Gertrude by 1910, he had a one-
man exhibition at The Goupil Gallery, became a member of the 
Society of British Artists and the Royal Institute  
of Oil Painters and took part in collective exhibitions, mainly known for 
his landscapes and portraits.  In 1908/9, he sold two paintings to the 
South Australian Art Gallery, and one to the Bristol Gallery in 1910, 
The Mackerel Shawl, which won a silver medal at the Paris Salon, 
1913. He also won a bronze medal in the Carnegie International 
Exhibition, Pittsburgh, 1911, and would become in 1922 an associate 
of the Royal Academy, where he had regularly exhibited since 1898. 

During the First World War, he was among a group of artists (including 
William Orpen and Alfred Munnings) engaged by Lord Beaverbrook's 
Canadian War Memorials Fund to provide works of art for the 
Canadian War Museum.  He spent most of the war with the Canadian 
Army Veterinary Corps, mainly close to the Hindenburg Line, and 
produced at least 25 works, including 'A Mobile Veterinary Unit in 
France, nearly 3 x 4 metres, now hanging in the Canadian Senate 
Chamber.  He was likened to Munnings for his expertise as a painter of 
horses. 
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In 1921 His 'By Cornish Seas' won a silver medal at PIttsburgh, and 
was on the jury for the Carnegie International Exhibition there in 1925. 
 After that, however, he seems to have faded into obscurity, spending 
time in Suffolk and Essex, and painting equestrian and human 
portraits. 

The 1936/7 commission to paint 'The Founding of Australia' probably 
meant very welcome income to Talmage, but it has been compared to 
'magazine or school textbook illustrations’ and may have been quite a 
chore for him. The preliminary oil sketches such as ours are more 
impressionistic and full of life. He appears to have received no 
publicity or praise for the work in British journals. Early in 1938, he 
suffered a nervous breakdown, and on 14th September, 1939,  soon 
after the start of the Second World War, he died at his farm in Romsey, 
Hampshire. His second partner/wife, artist Hilda Fearon, also an ex-
pupil, had died in 1917, at only 39.  

Algernon Talmage had many successes, and was described as an 
excellent teacher and a quiet, modest but very kind and generous 
man, but Hugh Halliday, writing for the Canadian Military History 
Journal, was right to say that 'Although a painter of some substance, 
he seemed to cast no shadow’. 

Local History Becomes Opera  
Buckley, The Opera  

                                                                                                    
Composer Antony Ransome and historian Richard Cotter  

tell the story of William Buckley in a narrative chamber opera 
at the Rosebud Memorial Hall, 994 Pt. Nepean Rd. Rosebud, 

Friday 26th April, 8 pm and Saturday 27th April, 2pm. 
Tickets from trybooking.com 
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Volunteering at the Museum 

Have you considered volunteering to be one of the team who 
welcomes visitors to the museum? It was my first job at NHS and I still 
enjoy it. You never know who you will meet or what you will learn. 
My most recent Saturday roster with Kay McKaye was terrific. We had 
a steady stream of people each wanting something different. 

We met artist Kim Mallett who wanted to show his son the two 
paintings he had donated to NHS in the 1980s. One was of the Bay 
steamer ‘Weeroona’ and the other ‘The Shepherd’s Hut.’ He had been 
encouraged to donate and become involved in NHS activities by 
Norman Carbuhn whose family photos are in Room One. Although 
Kim’s paintings are not currently on display we were able to show his 
son photos of the paintings kept in the register of NHS art works 
compiled by Frank South. 
A couple from Northern Ireland called Stringer came to enquire about 
the Stringer name. They knew that one branch of the Stringer family 
were descendants of a convict who had changed his name to Stringer 
when he became a free man in Australia. They explored the 
information on the family history computer and found nothing new. 
But we had an interesting conversation about Brexit and the 
implications for Ireland. 
Another couple had recently purchased an historic property in 
Sorrento so wanted information about it. President Clive was on hand 
to assist them. But if Clive had not been there we could have written 
up an Enquiry Sheet for NHS Archivist Janet South to follow up later. 

A local Sorrento resident who had never been into the museum before 
enjoyed it so much he took a membership application and left a 
donation. Four tourists spent a good hour wandering through the 
displays and Watts’ cottage and enjoyed watching the Postcards video 
with the stories of the 8 historical societies on the Peninsula. I had 
forgotten how good that video is. 
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So…. think about offering to go on the door some time.  You always 
share the work with another volunteer and getting to know them is 
another perk of ‘the job.’ 

Annette Buckland is the coordinator of volunteers. Contact her on 
0402 858 878 or anetb@live.com.au. 
        Joy Kitch 

MEMBERSHIP  

Welcome to the following new members to the Society, we look 
forward to meeting them at functions and meetings: 

Charles & Primrose Bright, Mark Cautley, Chester Metcalfe,         
William Nicholson, Brendan Connolly, Ms.Zoe Probyn and.               
Mrs. Margaret Rezek 

    Val Stieglbauer, Membership Secretary  

MUSEUM BOOKSHOP 

Did you know that you can purchase our books through the NHS 
Website? 
so, if you cannot get to the Museum to buy that birthday present, go 
online and send us an email.  We will call for your credit card details, 
and the book(s) will be posted to you. 

Jan Weston, Bookshop Manager 
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 Sandarne: Then and Now  

One of the Museum’s February highlights was the visit of Swedish relatives of 
Albert Bäckius who lived in Sorrento and reared a family in the house in 
Sorrento called Sandarne , 147 Ocean Beach Road which he built in the early 
years of the last century.  For over 30 years he worked here as a boat builder 
and fisherman and with Starlight, the motor launch he built for himself, he 
operated fishing and pleasure trips for visitors and residents. 

 I established contact with Lars and Yvonne Bäckius last year and have eagerly 
anticipated meeting them since then.  Accompanied by Albert’s 
granddaughters, June Robertson and Anne Bell, (the daughters of Stan 
Croad), I spent several hours with our friendly visitors learning about the life 
that Albert left behind in 19th Century Sandarne in Sweden and sharing with 
them the family photos and memorabilia held by our museum. 

Lars and Yvonne live about 40 km. south of Sandarne in the larger town of 
Gavle and were able to paint a vivid picture of the lifestyle in the area both 
past and present. Life was hard for the ordinary working people who were 
mainly employed in the industries associated with timber and iron. Their 
homes were small one-roomed cottages or rooms in accommodation built by 
employers. Here one room would be allocated per family and the kitchen 
would be shared. As a result large numbers of people migrated to America, 
Australia and other places seeking a better life. 

Sweden today is one of the largest sources of iron ore in Europe. Sandarne’s 
earliest industry was an iron smithy using cast iron to make heavy chains for 
ships’ anchors. Over time improvements in processing led to the 
development of larger iron works and by 1857 Albert’s father, Matias Bäckius 
was working for a company in a foundry at Ljusne, a few hundred metres to 
the south of the centre of Sandarne. On his retirement in 1897 he was 
rewarded with the Medal of the Royal Patriotic Society in recognition of his 40 
years of loyal service to the company. The medal is now in the safekeeping of 
his great granddaughter, June Robertson of Sorrento. 

The history of sawmilling in the area is highly valued and one can walk or 
cycle along a 15 km coastal track linking a chain of sawmill sites marked by 
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information boards and scenic views. The industry flourished between 1860 
and 1930. Logs felled inland in forests in winter were floated down the rivers 
and the fjord in spring to these sawmills. Here they were processed into 
planks which were stacked to dry. The last part of the journey was by train to 
the wharves where they were loaded manually on to ships for export to 
America, Australia and all over Europe. Each labourer would carry several of 
these heavy timbers at once. Consequently back injuries were common and 
limited the length of time one could do this work. Sandarne was a busy port 
with a line of ships waiting to be loaded at all times. In the area there was also 
a factory making papier mâché. 

Today Sandarne thrives on tourism with facilities for camping and boating but 
one can understand how the young Albert was drawn to venture far afield on 
a tall ship. Having crossed the equator five times, he eventually made his 
home in Sorrento where he left the legacy of an adventurous spirit  and 
descendants who inherit an inspiring tale.     
       Bergliot Dallas 

PROMOTIONAL STREET STALLS  

Sorrento Saturday 23 March        Blairgowrie Saturday 13 April
Sorrento Saturday 27 April Blairgowrie Saturday 11 May
Sorrento Saturday 25 May Blairgowrie Saturday 8 June
Sorrento Saturday 22 June

Takings from the December to February stalls
 Stalls     Blairgowrie        Sorrento Point Nepean Market 
 Dec           $484                 $554 
 Jan           $672                  $281  Jan  $752 
 Feb          $716                  $297 

  In other words, over $3500!  Well done, everyone! 

Suzanne Edginton and Jan Weston
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COMING EVENTS  

Our meetings are usually held on the                                                          
first Friday of the month [unless otherwise notified]                                 

at 8pm in the Sorrento Museum, Mechanics’ Institute                       

At the corner of Melbourne & Ocean Beach Roads Sorrento 
Free and open to all - Tea or Coffee afterwards by donation.                         

You are welcome to join us for dinner prior to meetings at 6.15 pm                 

at Sorrento RSL Club, 1-33 Hurley Street, Sorrento [off George Street].                 

March:  Saturday 9th, Point Nepean Craft Market, 9am - 2pm                               

April:   Friday 5th, at 8 pm Monthly General Meeting                                                                                                                                     

April:   Saturday 20th, Point Nepean Craft Market, 9am - 2pm            

April:  Friday 26th & Saturday 27th,  Buckley, the Opera                                                    

A Coming Exhibition at the Museum                                      

National Trust Heritage Festival 2019   

            20th April –   19th May  [Weekends 1.30 - 4.30pm]                                                                              

Who was George?                                                              
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NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.                                                         

Office Bearers of the Society 2018-2019  

PRESIDENT: Clive Smith                                                                                                    

VICE-PRESIDENT: Joy Kitch                                                                  

SECRETARY: Val Stieglbauer                                  

TREASURER: Clive Smith                                                          

COMMITTEE: Annette Buckland, Marie Clark,          

Anna Hackwill, Jenny Nixon,                                                

Janet South, Natasha Wicks.                                                

———————————-                                                                     

The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the support of:   

                                      

Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in The Nepean are not necessarily those of 
the Society, whose stated values are non-sectarian and non-political.
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