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                                      PRESIDENT’S REPORT    

"Spring is the time of the year, when it is summer in the 
sun and winter in the shade. (Charles Dickens)    

As the days lengthen and our thoughts turn to the 
Summer ahead, we ponder the upcoming season 
at The Sorrento Museum. 

The first task is to ‘get financial’. I would urge all 
of you who may have overlooked your annual 
subscriptions to get them in as soon as possible. If 
you didn’t receive a notice or have misplaced 
yours, please get in touch at  membership@nhs.asn.au 

The second is to consider how you can help over the Summer.                         
The Museum will be open on weekends, plus school holiday Tuesdays and 
Thursdays during, and our monthly stalls run in Sorrento and Blairgowrie. An 
hour or two helping with any of these activities would be most appreciated, 
volunteers are the backbone of this organisation. 

One exciting coming event is the play ‘Hell Ship – The Journey of the 
Ticonderoga’. We are producing this play, written and performed by Michael 
Veitch, at The Quarantine Station on 17th November at 2.00 and 7.30pm. It 
will be remarkable to hear this story told at the very place where the journey 
ended.  

In 1852, the handsome emigrant clipper Ticonderoga arrived in Australia with 
a nightmare in her holds. One hundred of her passengers were dead, and 
nearly another hundred would continue to perish in quarantine.On her 90-day 
voyage from England, deadly typhus fever had torn through her decks, 
spawning the name by which she would forever be known, Hell Ship. 
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This play tells a story of hope, and hope dashed; of courage, vision and 
bravery. It is one of the stories of where we come from, and who we are. 
It is also the story of a young ship's surgeon on his first ever voyage, thrust 
into a struggle of life and death. This man was Michael Veitch’s great great 
Grandfather, James William Henry Veitch, so for him it is a very personal story. 

We have set up a booking facility with TryBooking . . . so either 
search TryBooking  https://www.trybooking.com/XNNG  for Ticonderoga  
or simply click HERE   

If you are able to help on the day with jobs such as ushering, book sales or 
serving tea, it would be a great help . . . please let me know. 
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Also this season, we are hoping to build up the numbers of Friends of The 
Sorrento Museum (FLoTSM). So, if you can think of someone who might not 
necessarily want to be a member of the Society but who would support The 
Sorrento Museum, please pass on their details. 

The Family History Centre is up and running in Annette Buckland’s capable 
hands and I look forward to seeing you there over the Summer researching 
your Family Histories. Come in on a Saturday to find out more. 

Work continues on updating the Shire Heritage Study. If you know of an 
underrated property in our area, (Blairgowrie, Sorrento, Portsea) not already 
listed under a ‘Heritage Overlay’, please let us know. Many thanks to Janet 
South for her work on this, assisting the Shire’s appointed Heritage 
Consultants. 

I am anticipating a busy 2018-19 season with many more people learning the 
stories of our end of The Mornington Peninsula, and look forward to sharing 
this adventure with you.      Clive Smith 

PROMOTIONAL STREET STALLS 
COMING STALLS 

Sorrento    Saturday 6th October   

Sorrento  Saturday 24th November   

Sorrento  Saturday 22nd December     

    Blairgowrie     Saturday 20th October 

    Blairgowrie     Saturday 3rd November 

    Blairgowrie      Saturday 8th December  

Suzanne Ewart  and  Jan Weston
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HERITAGE WATCH 

Telstra Tower 
Following community objections, the application by Telstra to build a 15- 
metre high Telecommunications pole at the corner of Constitutional Hill 
and Ocean Beach Road Sorrento has been withdrawn. Objections 
centred on the detriment to this historic town corner, which is occupied 
by both Stringers Store and the Continental Hotel.  

Sandarne (141-5 Ocean Beach Road)  
A VCAT decision is set for 7 September. The appeal is against the 
Council’s refusal of a Planning Application for demolition of the 
significant early cottage and the construction of 14 apartments and 2 
shops. Representatives from NHS registered concerns about this 
Application with both the Council and VCAT. Demolition of the historic 
cottage was opposed, as was the use of the public footpath for the 
heavy vehicle traffic which would be generated. Note - New planning 
law, introduced by the state government since the Merits Hearing, could 
possibly bear on the case, and submissions on the matter have been 
invited from the Council and other parties.  

The Palms, Sorrento 
The Application for approval of already commenced works and 
buildings, (including a permanent marquee at the Ocean Beach Road 
frontage) has been refused by the Shire Council.  
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Police Point Shire Park 
The Shire is engaged in detailed consultations with community 
representatives from the Park’s Implementation Committee regarding 
future plans for the Park. Senior officers and the Nepean Ward 
Councillors are supporting substantial further development of the Park in 
line with the recommendations of various expert reports received since 
the Commonwealth passed ownership to the Council more than a 
decade ago.  

Sorrento Coastal Management Plan  
This Plan covers all public foreshore land between the Sorrento Boat 
Ramp and the carpark at Sullivan Bay at the Collins Settlement. It was 
opened for public comment in late 2017, passed Council in April 2018, 
and now awaits Ministerial approval.                                                                       

Frank Hindley,                                                                                                                        

Convenor Heritage & Planning Group 
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Annual Report on Tours and Special Events 
1st July 2017 – 30th June 2018 

Over the past financial year the Society hosted 22 group events, 
bringing 631 visitors from schools, Probus and other community groups as 
well as the International Defence Force groups. 72 NHS members' 
attendances clocked totalled 223 hours and raised $3873, another increase of 
 income over previous years despite a drop in the number of groups.. 
  
We continue to host three groups of International Defence 
personnel annually. Innovation was called for in June when roadworks being 
conducted on Defence Road at Point Nepean prevented access to the 
forts. Natasha, helped by Murray Adams and President, Clive Smith, 
presented a virtual tour of the area with 150 images. Des Young adapted 
his commentary to the new format and a live tour of the Quarantine Station 
completed an excellent programme. 
  
The partnership with Judy Walsh of the Collins Settlement site has 
expanded. In May and June groups of Grade 1/2s from both Tootgarook and 
Sorrento Primary Schools were immersed in 100 years of our area's history 
from 1803 onwards, when we used both sites for our presentations and wore 
our period costumes to enhance the experience for our young visitors. 
  
The National Trust Heritage Festival theme this year was My Culture, My 
Story. Due to force of circumstance, the NHS exhibition,  Nepean: Point of 
all Nations? fell under the umbrella of Special Events and we mounted a 
successful display showcasing 16  personalities from diverse nations who have 
shaped our shared heritage on the Southern Peninsula. This display will 
eventually form part of a website dedicated to Families of Point Nepean. 
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Natasha still covers the guided bus 
tours which remain popular . We also 
encourage self-guided walking tours with 
the help of the booklet Sorrento Heritage 
Walk. 
  

None of these activities would be possible 
without the willing and enthusiastic 
participation of our volunteers.  Sincere 
and grateful thanks to  Maggie 
Broadhead, Annette Buckland, Jenny 
Griffiths, Arthur Hicowe, Alison Jones, 
Joy Kitch, Sally Payne, Mark Peasley, Clive 
Smith, Janet South, Val Stieglbauer, Garry 
White and Des Young . 

Bergliot Dallas and Natasha Wicks 

MEMBERSHIP 

We welcome the following new members to the Society and look forward to meeting 
them at meetings and functions:  
                   
Mrs. Risper Anyango & Mr Eric Lynch and son Stan,  
Mrs. Claudia Schumann, 
Mr Brian and Mrs Kaye McGrath.              

Membership Secretary 
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From the Mornington Standard 

             
Plans and specifications are now being prepared for a building capable of 
seating 500 persons, to be called the Athenaeum. The site is a very good 
one, being situated opposite the Continental Hotel, between Messrs Cousin's 
and Hughes's premises. The front is to be of two stories [sic], on the lower 
floor two shops, which are already leased; on the upper six rooms. The 
entrance is to be tiled with Italian marble. There is to be a beautiful 
proscenium with a stage 38ft by 30 ft. Accommodation is also provided for 
the performers, etc., in the shape of two commodious dressing rooms. The 
estimated cost of the building alone is 1800 pounds. The necessity for a 
building of this description has been plainly apparent for a long time, as 
although we have a Mechanics' Institute it is a semi-private building and is not 
available for travelling professional companies. Mr. Bensilum is, as he has 
always been in all things conducting to the advancement of the town and 
district, the moving spirit in the matter. The building is to be ready for 
opening on 1st November. 
                       17 August 1893 

To the Editor: 
Sir, What are the public thinking of? Are they sharks who will only swallow 
what is sacrificed? A short time back Mr. H. Thorpe's property in Sorrento was 
offered at auction. At Sorrento, one of Australia's most beautiful - by nature- 
spots, the Athenaeum had only 850 pounds offered for it; a picked block of 
land on the Back Beach Road only 27s 6d per foot; and land on the Portsea 
Road, with limestone deposit, had no bid at all. Take the beauty-spot of any 
other colony, and see what competition there is for land or property. Are 
Victorians half-hearted or sharks? I am, &c,                   
     NON-INTERESTED  5 August 1905 
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Our energetic townsmen, Mr. C. Haslett and Mr. Spencer Sullivan, have 
started a [roller] skating rink in the Athenaeum Hall, which has been fairly well 
patronised. Much amusement is afforded onlookers by the antics of those 
who have fastened on the skates for the first time. 
                         7 July 1906 

The local skating rink is being well patronised. A “ladies’ night” last Thursday 
brought out a fair number of the fair sex, who seemed to thoroughly enjoy the 
exercise. Last Saturday the large hall was quite crowded with skaters of both 
sexes. There were a great number of onlookers, whose enjoyment was 
enhanced when the rollers seemed to run away, thus landing the wearer on 
his back. 
        21 July 1906  

     Photo: Nepean Historical Society VNEP P3333.1 
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COMING EVENTS 

Our meetings are held on the first Friday of the month              
at 8pm in the Sorrento Museum, Mechanics’ Institute                                                      

Corner of Melbourne & Ocean Beach Roads Sorrento                    
Free and open to all  -  Tea or Coffee afterwards by donation                                                                                                                            

If you would like to join us for dinner prior to meetings                       
at 6.15 pm at Sorrento RSL, 1 - 33 Hurley Street, Sorrento, [off George Street] 

Friday 5th October at 8 pm     
Annual General Meeting at the Museum 
Relevant documents attached 

Saturday 6th October, 1.30 - 4.30pm at the museum 
Family History Unit help and advice 

Friday 9th November, at 7 pm   
Please note change of date and time 
Monthly Meeting at the Museum 
Speaker: Michael Veitch Hell Ship - The Journey of the Ticonderoga. see pp, 2-3. 

Saturday  3rd November, 1.30 - 4.30pm at the museum, 
Family History Unit help and advice 

Saturday 17th November 2 pm and 7.30pm at Badcoe Hall,  
Quarantine Station, Pt Nepean 
Hell Ship: The Journey of the Ticonderoga, details pp.2-3 

Friday  7th December from 6 - 8 pm  
End of Year Party.  All NHS members welcome.  
Entertainment by the Seaside Singers  
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NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

. 
Office Bearers of the Society 2017-2018 

PRESIDENT: Clive Smith 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Joy Kitch 

SECRETARY: Val Stieglbauer 

TREASURER: Clive Smith 

ARCHIVIST: Janet South 

COLLECTION & DISPLAY COORDINATOR: Joy Kitch 

COMMITTEE: Annette Buckland, Marie Clark,                                                                      
Anna Hackwill, Jenny Nixon, Natasha Wicks 

 

The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the support of : 

Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in The Nepean are not necessarily those of the Society, whose 
stated values are non-sectarian and non-political.
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