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                                      PRESIDENT’S REPORT    

I've looked at clouds from both sides now. . . From up and down 
and still somehow 
It's clouds' illusions I recall. . . I really don't know clouds at all         
                                           Joni Mitchell 
 As another Autumn drifts into memory, we  
have occasion to take stock of the past year 
at The Sorrento Museum  and how we might 
look upon the next. 

Pleasingly, the membership list is strong and 
while a few have drifted away over the 
year, new members have replaced them.  
Many of these new members are also donors. 
 Financially, donations are set to be three 
times that of last year. This includes the early 
success of ‘Friends of The Sorrento Museum’ (FLoTSM) a donor 
program that I hope with grow exponentially in the next  year. Already 
we are getting contributions through ‘word of mouth’, a good sign. 

The continued excellent takings from the street stalls (over $2,500 in 
the last 3 months) are a remarkable testament to the hard work of the 
small but dedicated crew that front up for a morning at Blairgowrie 
and Sorrento each month. While the fundraising from these is 
important, it is wrong to underestimate the positive exposure to 
the general public that the stalls offer. 

The introduction of a ‘Genealogy Unit’ within The Museum provides 
members and our visitors with the ability to research their ancestry. 
While offering general advice, this has particular interest for the local 

Page �2



families that make up our rich history. The facilities we now have will 
be attended by Annette Buckland and or myself on the Saturday after-
noon after each monthly meeting. [See page 11]                              
Please note we will not, yet, be conducting DNA tests! 

The recently concluded special exhibition, Nepean: Point of All 
Nations, part of The National Trust’s Australian Heritage Festival, was 
well received and  a credit to Bergliot and the enthusiastic team of 
volunteers that put it together. Although the exhibition is officially 
over, the displays remain on show and will eventually form a dedicated 
section of the website devoted to ‘Families of Point Nepean’. 

I recently had the honour of representing The NHS at the ANZAC Day 
march. It was a beautiful day with a moving service down by the 
Cenotaph. I remind you that the website has a section devoted to the 
Honour Roll of those locals who died during the First World War and 
urge you to read the stories behind the names etched in stone on 
the Cenotaph. 

On the negative side, the Shire, despite early assurances, has again 
declined to provide any budget for expansion of the Museum. This will 
affect our accreditation with Museums Australia in the new year, but as 
always, we will find a way through. 

More positively, looking forward through the Winter clouds, we have 
an interesting event coming up in November. Michael Veitch, who may 
be known to some of you for his work on television, has written a new 
book based on the story of his Great Great Grandfather and his 
journey to Australia on the Ticonderoga. The book is to become a one 
man stage show, which we, in association with Michael, will  produce 
at The Quarantine Station in mid November.  
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More details will be in the September Nepean and on the website. 
This event will give us an exciting beginning to the coming Summer. 

In closing, I urge those of you that may have a little time to spare, to 
consider joining us for a short time at the Museum or at one  
of the upcoming stalls. We have a genuine issue with lack of volunteer 
time. If you have a particular interest in any area of our  
history, please let us know and we may be able to accommodate you. 

Stay warm in the coming months and I look forward to seeing you at 
the  Museum, when the clouds are just an illusion ....... 
 in the Spring. 

1st JUNE 2018 MEMBERS’ GENERAL MEETING 
This month's talk was given by member  Wayne Bastow, former Petty 
Officer on HMAS Hobart II. He spoke to us with great feeling about 
the attack on the Hobart on 17th June 1968, by F4 Phantom Fighters 
of the US Air Force.  

The erroneous attack occurred just after 3 o’clock in the morning and 
resulted in two Australian sailors being killed and seven others 
seriously wounded, one of 
whom died later of his 
wounds. This story was as 
incredible as it was sad. For 
full details of the incident,  go 
to:   
 https://www.facebook.com/
HMAS.Hobart/.  or Wikipedia.                         
   
  Clive Smith 

Photo: HMAS Hobart {D39} Wikipedia Commons
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HERITAGE WATCH 

A  letter of support is to be written to the owners of the old butcher’s 
shop property in Point Nepean Road (opposite Sorrento Park). They 
are objecting to a proposal to replace the neighbouring house with a 
larger building deemed inappropriate for this part of the Sorrento 
Heritage Overlay area. 

An application has been lodged by the owner of 3080 Point Nepean 
Road for retrospective approval of works already carried out at the 
historic Eastern Sister headland. Similar works inhibiting public viewing 
at the Collins Settlement Site were not approved in the previous 
permit.  

Telstra is proposing to build a new Telecommunications pole, 50% 
higher than the present street pole, at Sorrento’s major intersection 
(corner Ocean Beach Road, Constitution Hill Rd and Point Nepean 
Road). It is considered  that proper assessment of  the proposal would 
require more detail to be provided concerning the configuration, the 
antennae and the effect on historic view lines at this important position 
directly opposite the Continental Hotel. 

Point Nepean National Park 
. Examples of “Ecopod” style accommodation, under consideration  
by Parks Victoria at Point Nepean Park, are open for inspection at the 
Park. 
. News has been received that a Planning Application has been 
lodged with the Shire for restoration of  a gun emplacement at Fort 
Nepean. 
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. There are reports also that a nomination has been made to the 
Commonwealth, seeking national heritage listing for the combined 
areas  of Point Lonsdale, Queenscliff and Point Nepean.  

Representatives of Nepean and Rye Historical Societies have pointed 
out to the Shire the need in future for more frequent updating of 
heritage lists covering  Sorrento, Portsea and Blairgowrie.  

We understand that SeaRoad Ferries has applied for a Commonwealth 
Regional grant, to be used for the development of the approach 
precincts to   the ferry terminals at Queenscliff and Sorrento. 

Frank Hindley, Convenor Heritage & Planning Group 

The controversial new development on the Carmel site,  
142 Ocean Beach Road, Sorrento, overlooking Morce Avenue. 
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ALFRED SANDLE FORD 

 
Born in 1894, Alfred was the grandson of James 
Sandle Ford, an early pioneer who named 
Portsea after what is now part of Portsmouth in 
his native Hampshire. Having moved with his 
parents to Melbourne as a young boy, at 20 
Alfred qualified through examination as a 
second Lieutenant in May 1915, and in October 
of the same year obtained a commission in the 
A.I.F. and embarked from Melbourne on HMAT 
Nestor.  He would serve for the duration of 
World War I in Egypt, France and Belgium, 
being promoted in 1918 to the rank of 
Temporary Major in the 4th Australian 
Ammunition Column.  In October of that year 
while stationed in Belgium, he was awarded the 
Belgian Croix de Guerre 
His commendation reads: 

For very efficient work and devotion to duty as 
Commander of the S.A.A. Section of the 4th  
Div. Ammunition Column.  By the untiring efforts 
of this officer, the needs of the fighting troops 
were always supplied and as they were never 
without ammunition in all the operations that 
have taken place in the last six months, Captain 
Ford personally ensured that his wagons went as 
near as practicable to the firing line. 

Signed: E.G.SinclairMaclagan (Major-General 
Commanding 4th Australia Division)" 
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Alfred Ford returned home in June 
1919, working first as a clerk at the 
Wertheim piano factory in Richmond, 
and then at Fowlers Vacola, where he 
became General Manager in 1945. He 
was an active member of the Box Hill 
Sub-Branch of the RSL until his death 
at Surrey Hills in 1981 aged 86.

Article provided by Peter Munro, who 
paid his own tribute to Alfred Sandle 
Ford on Anzac Day this year in  the 

Sorrento Cemetery. 

MEMBERSHIP 

We welcome the following new members to the Society and look forward to 
meeting them at meetings and functions:  
   
 Robyn Anderson & Family, Carolann Bavage, Cheryl & John Bell, Janet Brasch, 
Michael Burnett, Janet Douglas, Peter Griffin, Adam & Elly Kenyon, Elizabeth Reid, 
Susan Renouf, William Wilson, Phillip & Susan Wise. 

Thanks to members who have already renewed their subscription. 
Please notify us if you haven't received a renewal notice. 

    Membership Secretary 
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VALE - GWEN SAPIANO

Local identity Gwen Sapiano (née Skelton, and known as 'Babe' as the 
youngest of nine children) passed away at the end of March.  Born in 
Sorrento in 1925, she had lived here most of her life. This is how she 
described her early life: 

    Unable to afford our own home, our family made several moves 
about the town. In 1928, when I was three years old, Mum and 
Dad and eight children were living at number 19 Hurstwood Road, 
facing the Sorrento Golf Course. Apparently, whenever we moved 
Dad very conveniently disappeared for the day, but I suppose with 
five strapping sons, there was no need for him to pitch in. 

We were in the process of moving to Somerset House on Back 
Beach Road. When everything was loaded the move began, 
brother Arthur taking sister Tess and myself on his bike, Tess on 
bike bar and me on the handle bars. Everything was going 
smoothly until we were going down the hill near Spunner’s Dairy. I 
don’t know exactly what happened, but down we crashed in a 
tangled heap! Much crying from us girls, panic from Arthur, but 
not too much damage was done. 

At Somerset House we had two cows - Daisy and Rosie, a 
horse, ducks, ferrets and a dog. When I was eleven we moved to 
Ossett Street where we lived for twenty-six years. Dad would go 
crayfishing with his brother-in-law Frank Coker and others at the 
Back Beach, or the ‘Backie’ as we called it. In those days, they 
used as many cray pots as they liked so consequently, many crays 
were caught. It was Mum’s horror and our delight when just for 
fun, Dad would tip the trays out on the kitchen floor. Dad had a 
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copper on bricks in the back yard and that’s where the crays were 
cooked then later sold for the pricey sum of two shillings and 
sixpence each. Dad and my brothers, Evan and Eric had a fishing 
camp at ‘Skelton’s Flat’ [Shelley Beach] 

There was a lookout sitting up on the cliff and when the fish 
were seen, Dad would blow a whistle and Evan and Eric would 
row like mad and surround the fish with a net. A ‘good catch’ was 
taken to the market for sale and our big family had money and a 
delicious meal of fish, cooked in a variety of ways and lovely fish 
soup. We gathered mussels and periwinkles and cooked them at 
the camp. What a happy time we had ‘Growing up at Sorrento.   

Mabel [neé Coker] Skelton with her children. [Photo courtesy Jenny Nixon] 
Back L-R: Evan Skelton, Elsie Barrie, Edward, Les Skelton, Marjorie Bilston,                          
 Eric Skelton.                                                                                                                        
Front L-R: John Skelton, Mabel Skelton, Gwen Sapiano. 
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Her niece Jenny Nixon (neé Skelton) continues the story:  
After a broken marriage, Aunt 'Babe' lived with my grandmother 
Mabel Coker in the caretaker's flat at the Mechanics' Institute, one of 
whose uses was as the lending library at that period. 

When the Historical Society was formed in 1965, and was to hold their 
meeting there, Aunt Babe would prepare the open fire for them earlier 
in the day.  She and her mother later moved to a small cottage in 
Shirley Avenue, where Aunt Babe continued to live until her death. 
Her ashes were scattered at the back beach, one of her favourite 
places. 
————————————————————————————

Family History at the Nepean Historical Society 
Museum:  

a new service for members and visitors 
  
Each month on the Saturday following our Friday monthly meeting, 
from 1-30 - 4-30pm at the Museum, our Committee Member Annette 
Buckland, also active in the Southern Peninsula Family History Society, 
will be available to help those researching families from our area.  

We invite descendants to view and correct or add to the large amount 
of information already in our archives and on line, and to learn the 
best ways to search for further information about your family.  
Dates to remember: 

Saturday  7th July 1.30-4.30 pm     
Saturday 4th August 1.30-4.30 pm 
Saturday 6th October 1.30 - 4.30pm 

Note: Charts will be available for sale to help record what you know  
about your ancestors. 
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The beginning of the Nepean Historical Society:  
Looking back over 50 years.                                                                                 

The Sorrento Mechanics’ Institute was built of local limestone in    
1876 – 97 and over the next 80 or 90 years provided community-
based adult education. The well-stocked library was open from 10 am 
to 9pm. It was also the community hub, housing concerts, readings, 
dancing lessons, sewing classes, church socials, balls and meetings 
and parties of all kinds. It housed the Court of Petty Sessions, was the 
drill hall for the Militia, was used by the Masonic Lodge for a while and 
even had a spell as a roller skating rink! Dowd’s bra factory occupied 
the second hall for some years. 

In the main hall, bookshelves lined the walls which were drab, lighting 
was poor and there was no heating. The furniture was basic. Seating 
accommodation consisted of about seven forms lined up on two sides 
facing each other. These had a very distinct disadvantage in that the 
person sitting on either end of the form was likely to be shot into the 
air, or almost deposited on the floor if anyone sitting at the other end 
wished to rise to speak at a meeting. Standing up was to be done with 
care, nor was it wise for anyone to drop off for a little nap.  

In this environment on March 2nd 1965 sixteen people unanimously 
decided to form a historical society which was to be called the Nepean 
and to hold meetings in the hall. This gallant band felt that difficulties 
were made to be overcome. There was a fireplace so they took wood 
from home and had a fire going in good time to warm the room for 
every meeting. 
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Despite the fact that there were no facilities for making tea they 
decided to have supper every night after the meeting closed. This 
involved the transportation of large flagons of water, teapots, sugar, 
tea, biscuits, spoons, a basin to wash up in and two electric jugs in 
which to boil the water on a table which stood at the site of the only 
power point in the hall. They were very ambitious and offered 
members their choice of coffee or tea. On one rather rushed occasion 
folk were served a mixture of both. They drank it without making any 
comment.  

Gradually over the next months the situation improved. The shire 
council had the hall painted, provided fluorescent lighting, wall 
heaters, chairs for seating accommodation and a kitchen with an urn 
and china.  
Then in August 1966 
the library became 
mobile and the 
Council allowed the 
Society to use the 
room as they liked. At 
last there was 
somewhere to display 
items that had been 
accumulating in the 
hope of having a 
Museum.  
It opened in October 
1967 with a brass band playing [see Front Cover]. 

We have come a long way since then. 
Bergliot Dallas  

Photo:The opening day of the Museum NHS Collection VNEP P1232 
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COMING EVENTS 

Our meetings are held on the first Friday of the month              
at 8pm in the Sorrento Museum, Mechanics’ Institute                                                      

Corner of Melbourne & Ocean Beach Roads Sorrento                    
Free and open to all  -  Tea or Coffee afterwards by donation                                                                                                                            

If you would like to join us for dinner prior to meetings                       
at 6.15 pm at Sorrento RSL, 1 - 33 Hurley Street, Sorrento [off George Street] 

Friday 6th July at 2 pm   
Monthly meeting at the Museum  
Speaker: Clive Smith Volunteering at the Museum 
Mid-Year Afternoon Tea for past, present and future volunteers 

Saturday 7th July 1.30 - 4.30pm  
Genealogy at the Museum [see page 11 for details] 
  
Friday 3rd August at 8 pm   
Monthly meeting at the Museum 
Speaker TBA 

Saturday 4th August 1.30 - 4.30pm  
Genealogy at the Museum [see page 11 for details] 

Friday 7th September at 8 pm  
Monthly meeting at the Museum 
Speaker: Suzanne Spunner, The Will of Susan Spunner, Our First Feminist 
Suzanne will speak about her Great Great Grandmother and namesake. 

Saturday 8th September 1.30 - 4.30pm 
Genealogy at the Museum [see page 11 for details] 

Friday  5th October at 8 pm                 
Annual General Meeting at the Museum 
 Speaker TBA 
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Saturday 6th October 1.30 - 4.30pm 
Genealogy at the Museum [see page 11 for details] 

Saturday 27th October at 10 am at The Briars 
Mornington Historical Society present indigenous speaker Lionel Lauch  
with the Annual Leslie Moorhead Lecture Living Culture  
Cost $12pp, numbers limited. Book with Dawn on 5977 0027 

Friday 2nd November at 8pm 
Monthly Meeting at the Museum 
Speaker TBA 

Saturday 17th November at 7pm 
At the Quarantine Station, see page 3 for more details. 
Hell Ship:The Journey of the Ticonderoga 

Friday 2nd December  at 6 pm 
Save the date for our end of year Christmas function   

PROMOTIONAL STREET STALLS 
9am - 1pm 

COMING STALLS 
Blairgowrie    Saturday 23rd June Sorrento      Saturday 7th July     

Blairgowrie   Saturday 21st July  Note: No street stalls during August 

Sorrento        Saturday 8th September  Sorrento      Saturday 6th October   

Blairgowrie    Sunday 21st October   Blairgowrie  Saturday 3rd November    

Suzanne Edginton and Jan Weston
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NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

. 
Office Bearers of the Society 2017-2018 

PRESIDENT: Clive Smith 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Joy Kitch 

SECRETARY: Val Stieglbauer 

TREASURER: Clive Smith 

ARCHIVIST: Janet South 

COLLECTION & DISPLAY COORDINATOR: Joy Kitch 

COMMITTEE: Annette Buckland, Marie Clark,                                                                      
Anna Hackwill, Jenny Nixon, Natasha Wicks 

The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the support of : 

�

Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in The Nepean are not necessarily those of the 

Society, whose stated values are non-sectarian and non-political.
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