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                                      PRESIDENT’S REPORT   

Welcome to 2017, a New Year of big changes 
and challenges around the world and locally. 

The passing on February 5th of Life member 
and former NHS President John Alexander is a 
great loss for NHS. John had a deep 
knowledge of local history and was a most 
valuable member of the Heritage and 
Planning Group till the last week of his life. A 
gentleman always, I shall miss his thoughtful 
questions and advice [see also page11].  

The joint Nepean and Rye Historical Societies' 37th Australia Day 
Lunch at Rye Hotel was a somewhat sad occasion without the 
watchful presence of the instigator and host Mrs. Dorothy Houghton 
MBE. Having engaged the speaker and ensured the invitations went 
out, Dorothy passed away on January 2nd, the day after her 97th 
birthday. The seventy seven people present paid tribute to this 
remarkable woman with a minute’s silence, and Speaker Kristen 
Stegley OAM, Chairperson of the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 
urged us to follow Dorothy’s example and use our ‘people power’ to 
encourage all levels of government to protect the heritage which 
survives. 

She also commented on the groundswell of public support for 
changing the date of Australia Day. whereupon her acknowledged 
mentor, historian and heritage activist Prof. Weston Bate, suggested 
a possible date: when Matthew Flinders completed the 
circumnavigation of our mainland.  It was afterwards, during his long 
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imprisonment by the French on his way home to England, while 
writing an account of his voyages, that he suggested ‘Australia’ as the 
name for the new continent. Something to consider? 

We were also sad to learn that David Pickering, the Palaeontology 
Collection Manager at the Melbourne Museum died in a car 
accident in December. Many will 
remember the terrific presentation 
given by him and Sorrento local David 
Thomas in November 2015 about  the 
rare marsupial Zygomaturus fossil 
discovered locally. We had been 
negotiating with David to have a 
model of it, or part thereof, created 
for display at our Museum, and will be 
pursuing this plan further. 

David Pickering at the Sorrento Museum 

On the Admin front, thank you to Anna Hackwell who has become 
Acting Treasurer since Gary Naughton resigned in December.  Thanks 
also for the many hours of work put in over recent weeks by Secretary 
Val Stieglbauer and Webmaster Clive  Smith 

The important fundraising stalls at Sorrento and Blairgowrie have been 
a great success over the summer period. Many thanks to Jan Weston, 
Suzanne Ewart and all the volunteers who contribute to this success by 
serving on the stalls and making the fast selling jams and chutneys.  
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Suzanne has now announced her well-deserved retirement after a long 
period of sustained work, ably aided by husband Don, for which we 
give them heartfelt thanks. 
Point Nepean Markets in November and January – Thanks to Clive 
Smith’s negotiations NHS were allocated a free site for these markets 
attended by many hundreds of people. Lots of people came to the 
stall to ask questions and buy books.   
  
Planning issues have taken many hours of Frank Hindley’s time over 
the summer – be sure to read his Heritage and Planning report to find 
out about The Continental Hotel development and other important 
proposed changes and decisions. 
        Joy Kitch 

Anna Hackwell, Clive Smith & Natasha Wicks 
Volunteers at the NHS Pt Nepean Market Stall 
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VALE 
DOROTHY HOUGHTON MBE 

January 1st 1920 - January 2nd 2017 

Dorothy made outstanding contributions to the Mornington Peninsula 
and its people over many years through the National Trust, Peninsula 
Health, Red Cross, Rotary, St Andrew’s and other groups. The first 
woman elected to Flinders Shire Council, she served as a councillor 
over 12 years and as Shire President in 1980-81. 

At NHS we recognise especially Dorothy's long and passionate 
commitment to preserving heritage, and were proud to have her as a 
Life Member. Her rôle in keeping at least part of the Collins Settlement 
in public ownership stands out, and we invite you to read her own 
rather modest account of this campaign [see page 8]. 
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HERITAGE WATCH 

LANDMARK THREATENED  
The proposal to build a 7-level block** in the grounds of the Hotel 
Continental, Sorrento went to VCAT on 30 January. The developer 
sought removal of the condition included in the Council permit, that 
the new building height be lowered to the level of a major ridge line 
of the 1875 building. NHS, concerned about the proposed height's 
impact on public viewing of the Conti as a heritage landmark for the 
area, joined with the Nepean Conservation Group as an objector in 
support of the Council's position.  
The Tribunal extended its Hearing of this major case to four days, with 
NHS and NCG representatives participating in cross-examination 
of the expert witnesses who presented for the developer.  On one of 
the days the site was visited, looking at the proposed building's effects 
from all angles.  At the time of writing, VCAT's decision and 
accompanying Orders were awaited. 

**.  The disputed building comprises four storeys, plus an additional 

two levels   achieved by excavating down to the approximate Ocean 
Beach Road ground level of the existing building, plus a seventh level 
on the roof. The rooftop garden terrace for apartment residents 
includes substantial built structures. 

STOP PRESS 20/2/2017 : VCAT announced in favour of the 
developer's proposal, and overturned the Shire Council's decision to 
issue a permit with a reduced building height.  
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DISTURBING TURN OF EVENTS 
The proposal by the owner-developer to erect a 2.6 metre high fence 
along the boundary shared with the Eastern Sister headland's public 
viewing area within the Collins Settlement Heritage site, as reported in 
the December Nepean, was opposed by us on the grounds of severe 
adverse impact on public viewing along the coast at Sullivan Bay. It 
was called-in by Council, and powers delegated to Council officers 
were withdrawn.  Before the advertised Council debate could proceed 
to a decision, the application was withdrawn, and replaced by a new 
one, to be decided under "VicSmart" processes. Under these, the 
Shire CEO makes a speedy decision, unilaterally, with Council and 
community frozen out of any involvement and without any possibility 
of a VCAT appeal. 

POINT NEPEAN AND QUARANTINE STATION 
As foreshadowed in the last issue, NHS responded to the Draft Master 
Plan published over the summer along the lines of previous 
discussions within NHS. It is of interest that the Royal Historical Society 
of Victoria has since made a submission to Parks Victoria in strong 
support of our comments and suggestions. A copy of the NHS 
submission is available on the NHS website. 
https://nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au/2016/12/11/pt-nepean-national-park-
master-plan-2016/

LIMESTONE IS NOT FOR PAINTING 
Many in the Sorrento community expressed outrage when confronted 
by the painting over in bright blue of the limestone Morgan's building 
along its Esplanade frontage. NHS has pointed out to the Shire 
Planning department that for both technical and other reasons, 
permits should never be given to paint over limestone in Sorrento, no 
matter what the colour. 

Frank Hindley, Convenor Heritage & Planning Group 
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 SAVING AN HISTORIC SITE IN SORRENTO 

Edited extract from a talk given by the late Dorothy Houghton to the Nepean 
Historical Society in August 2002 

Dorothy began by exclaiming 'What a wealth of history we have in this area!' 
The Collins Settlement played a major rôle in this, of course, and after 
outlining its history, she went forward to 1980 to tell us what happened when 
an opportunity arose to acquire an allotment at the site. 

Historian Marjorie Tipping had been researching the short-lived settlement 
for many years and Jack Ritchie and Peter Collins were familiar with  its 
history, as was our Flinders Shire Engineer. So when an application for further 
sub division came to council, the recommendation was that the government 
should acquire it. David Boykett had bought the land in 1963 and subdivided 
and created seven blocks and in 1980 the development group Scree Scree 
lodged a permit for further subdivision. As Shire President in 1980/81, I was 
briefed on the problem and, armed with considerable background 
information, the Shire along with the Nepean Historical Society, ratepayers, 
Royal Historical Society, conservation groups and the National Trust 
approached the government to purchase the property for the state of 
Victoria.  

Premier Hamer was overseas and on his return Lindsay Thompson became 
Premier. Hamer had not been receptive when approached for acquisition for 
Victoria's 150th in 1985. I might say here that in 1909, David Macfarlan, who 
served 30 years as a councillor with the old Shire of Flinders and Kangerong, 
 stated "if this site is not purchased, it will be lost for all time".(recorded in the 
newly formed RHSV notes of the day) I found Lindsay Thompson to be most 
receptive and I shall never cease to apologize to the dear man for my 
determination and persistence. I felt, as David Macfarlan must have done in 
1909. Premier Thompson met me at the Sorrento football ground and said "if 
you can set up a public appeal", his government would give $1 for $1. This 
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we did, through the National Trust. The chairman Simon Molesworth had 
appeared for us at the appeal and said, "the Victorian government should get 
the cheque book out to save this historic site.” 

In 1983, the government changed hands, but Evan Walker, as Minister for 
Conservation, assured me that the new one would honour the commitment, 
 and this they did. His department was to be the agent for the government 
and I was appointed convenor of the First Settlement Advisory Group, a 
position I held until 17th August, 2001. 

There was much deliberation about the retention of the Boykett House. This 
house was built prior to I.D.O. (interim development order). My statement in 
the media during the appeal, that we would try to restore the area's natural 
environment as much as possible, was interpreted to mean that the brick 
house would be demolished. After acquisition, I gave much thought to this 
and considered that the story of the site should be unfolded — that schools 
should learn, that historical records should be purchased, and people who 
had subscribed should be recognised there. Visitors needed necessary shelter 
and facilities. So after criticism and with the support of Jack Ritchie and Peter 
Collins and others including Parks Victoria, we retained the building.  We 
received an Australian Bi-Centenary grant and Mr.John Boswell Clark 
constructed the beautiful cabinets, mainly as a labour of love. Jack Ritchie 
purchased wonderful books, all related to the history — irreplaceable 
documents. The advisory group administered the site, supplied the artifacts 
and subscribed to considerable maintenance. After the death of Jack Ritchie 
in May 1992 I doubted our ability to meet the ongoing needs, but Barbara 
Hamilton Arnold came on board and for our 190th anniversary we organised 
a four-day event with Vice Admiral Ian McLachlan as our patron. We financed 
this event by running auctions and other functions.Some four years ago we 
approached Robert Barnes to head up a committee to commemorate the 
bicentenary. He had done a thesis on the site and so much focus will be on 
the story of the site. An enormous week's programme is being prepared.  
[Editor:This was a great success.] 

Page �9



Re the demolition of the house, I am sorry that after some forty years this is to 
happen. For all the time that we have had the site, we have asked 
governments of the day to purchase some or all of the land (and other land 
with as much history as the area already acquired). Mr. Kennett's ministers 
and officers gave us considerable hearings, all without a decision, and on our 
discussion with Premier Bracks, one  may feel encouraged. But maybe 2003 
can give us the long awaited answer. Over the years I have made several visits 
to parliament house, but the wheels turn slowly. 

It was indeed an achievement that we were able to acquire this site and I shall 
forever be grateful to all those who put in such effort (including the leading 
rôle played by this Society) into the retention of this important part of our 
history. Short-lived as it was, it was the forerunner to Hobart, and Melbourne 
some thirty years later, and could be likened to Plymouth Rock in America in 
its significance. 

I firmly believe that the urgent priority of this site now is the stabilization of 
the western and eastern sister. With the technology available today, all 
environmental departments should direct every available resource to the long 
overdue restoration of these cliffs to prevent further instability of the cliffs and 
the erosion of part of this history. The forward plan recommends a 20 metre 
set back from the cliff face and a link between Eastern and Western Sister. 
This is imperative to identify the importance of both headlands. The forward 
plan has some good recommendations — one can only hope that funds will 
be available to see a new entry — kinder than the present path, a great 
headland lookout and a link telling the story of the site. 

   Thank you, Dorothy! 
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John Alexander 
1 May 1924 - 5 February 2017 

John Alexander, an Honorary Life Member of our Society, died 
suddenly on February 5th, whilst returning from a family wedding in 
Sydney. John and his dear wife Anna (of Watts Cottage fame) had four 
children, seven grandchildren, and eight grandchildren. 

John retired to Blairgowrie in 1991, after a distinguished career as a 
professional mechanical engineer. He had been Chief Engineer for the 
State Electricity Commission of Victoria, was a Fellow of the Institute of 
Engineers, and lived and worked in England and Germany for a time 
as a consultant. 

In retirement, he took up the writing of family and local history, and 
pursued a wide range of community interests actively until the time of 
his death. He was a long-serving member of Probus, the Wobbly 
Walkers, and the Sorrento Music Appreciation Group. He was a 
filmgoer and regular subscriber to Opera screenings at Rosebud 
cinema.  Widely respected in the local community, his work was 
recognised by a Rotary Community Service award in 1998. 

John made a huge contribution to the work of the Nepean Historical 
Society. He was a longterm Committeeman and  President and is 
particularly well remembered for his work in recent years in the 
Society's Heritage and Planning Working Group, which he founded.  
He also carried out a great deal of meticulous historical research, much 
of it in Melbourne before most information was digitised, into 
Peninsula families and its lime industry (producing a booklet on the 
subject), early visitors to Port Phillip, the plague ship Ticonderoga, and 
other major chapters in our local history.  He gave talks, and wrote 
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notes for guided tours of Sorrento township and cemetery. He initiated 
the indexes to first alienations (freehold land owners),  local rates 
records, school registers and cemeteries.  All this tangible legacy is 
available to members and visitors, either on display or on request, and 
will in time be accessible on the society's data base. 

Thank you, John, for a life well-lived. 

Frank Hindley and Janet South 

 
MORE SAD NEWS 

Long time member Kay Voglis passed away in December.  She was a 
faithful duty roster volunteer, and regular attendee at meetings and 

events over the years. 

———————————-— 

NHS member Ian Cox passed away in January, after a long illness. He 
and his wife Gwynne had been supportive members of the Society 

since 1995.  Ian was especially helpful with legal advice about matters 
such as our constitution. 

Page �12



MUSEUM NEWS                                                                        
Display and Collection Report                                                              

Our application for free Roving Curator advice on improving displays 
was successful. Museums Australia (Vic) has appointed a professional 
curator for three days' onsite assistance this year with follow up 
support. Until the storage facility is built, the museum is very crowded 
and we need some ideas on how best to use our space. 

Our negotiations with the Shire on the storage extension have 
progressed. NHS met in November with the architect and the Shire 
Manager of the project to consider concept plans and Jane Alexander, 
Arts and Culture Coordinator, and Sally Robins, Local History Officer, 
assisted with questions and suggestions from their wide experience. A 
second draft of the plans received in late January circulated to NHS 
Committee and Archives volunteers for further comment. 

Many thanks to Rhonda Fitzjohn for her work on the current Summers 
Past 1950s-60s display to accompany the re launch of Kathy Skelton's 
1950s memoir. Some original Miss Sorrento winners' sashes and 
photos are on display now, plus film footage of 1950s Street Parades. 
Another item, a flag-printed ensemble displayed with 1954 Royal Visit 
leaflets, has turned out, after research by Bergliot, to be connected 
also with the 1937 Coronation.  Come along and see it, and read the 
whole story! 

      Joy Kitch Coordinator 
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MUSEUM NEWS                                                                           
Tours and Special Events 

During the first half of the financial year the NHS hosted 12 tour groups 
netting us an income of $2392 and opening our doors to 399 visitors. This 
number included 4 school groups and 3 Bus tours of some of Sorrento’s 
historic sites. Many thanks to all those who helped to host these visitors.  

13
th 

& 14
th 

May. On this weekend, at 
Tash’s instigation, we have planned a 
special event for the National Trust 
Heritage Festival. The theme of the 
Festival this year is Voices. 
Our programme, titled MEETING MRS 
WATTS, will showcase the Cottage and 
the stories that have been passed to us 
about the rich heritage we have from 
the Pioneer Families. Children will be 
able to participate in domestic, 
educational and leisure-based activities 
which highlight the lives of both adults 
and children over the century that the 
cottage was owned by the Watts Family. 
The Museum will also be open for 
further exploration of our fascinating 
history.      
      Photo: Mrs J Watts, NHS 

The programme will run on both days from 10 am –12 noon & 2 pm – 4 
pm with presentations on the hour. Presenters will be dressed in period 
costume. The cost for this event is Adult - $5 Concession - $4 NT member 
- $4 Child – Free.      Bergliot Dallas 
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  MUSEUM NEWS                                                                            

Mrs. Bev Baker, latest NHS Life 
Member, off to Queensland for a real 
retirement!

MEMBERSHIP  

Welcome to the following new members to the Society, we look forward to 
meeting them at functions and meetings: 

Geoff Boan, Bryan Payne, Sally Williams, and                                        

Richard & Lea Boyce and family. 

Richard is a descendant of Sergeant Thorne whose son was the first 

baby to be born at the Collins Settlement. 

Val Stieglbauer, Membership Secretary 
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PROMOTIONAL STREET STALLS 

These stalls are great fun and a good money earner for NHS. 
Our first 3 stalls this year took $1629 and sold over 100 jars jam/ relish. 
The time has come for me to retire from running the Sorrento stalls.  
Jan Weston does an incredible job with the Blairgowrie stalls and our book 
sales, but we need volunteers for Sorrento. I am very happy to help with 
training and be available to help with the first 2 stalls.  
Please contact me for any information: Suzanne Ewart  5984 3905  

COMING STALLS   
   

     Sorrento   11th March                      Blairgowrie  25th March   

     Blairgowrie 15th April  Sorrento  29th April                  
     
     Sorrento  13th May Blairgowrie  27th May 
  
     Sorrento 10th June  Blairgowrie   24th  June 

Suzanne Ewart  and  Jan Weston

Book Sales Report 

The December/January holiday period saw book sales escalate. Clive 
Smith and helpers ran two very successful stalls at Point Nepean 
markets, and our usual street stalls saw the books walk off the tables! 
 New stocks are arriving as I write.  A conversation with the staff at 
Antipodes bookshop has led to their holding a catalogue of our books 
(thanks to Clive who produced this), and also my phone number, so 
they can direct their significant number of local history seekers to our 
bookshop.                              Jan Weston, Manager
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COMING EVENTS 

Our meetings are held on the first Friday of the month              
at 8pm in the Sorrento Museum, Mechanics’ Institute                                                      

Corner of Melbourne & Ocean Beach Roads Sorrento                    
Free and open to all  -  Tea or Coffee afterwards by donation                                                                                                                            

If you would like to join us for dinner prior to meetings                       
at 6.15 pm at Sorrento Trattoria, 20 Ocean Beach Road, Sorrento, please ring the 

restaurant by 12 noon on the day before the meeting. Tel: 5984 5655 

3rd March Friday at 8 pm  Monthly Meeting 
 Joint meeting with Nepean Conservation Group                                                     
 Green Wedges on the Peninsula                                                                  
 Speakers: David Harrison and Rosemary West                                                      
  

7th April Friday at 8 pm Monthly Meeting   
 Another One Bites the Dust - Power at Sorrento 1910-1930 
  Speaker: Noel Erbs 

15th April Saturday at 9 am 
 Point Nepean Craft Market  

5th May Friday at 8 pm Monthly Meeting  
 To be announced 

13th May Saturday  - 14th May Sunday  
 Australian Heritage Festival 
 At Sorrento Museum ‘Meeting Mrs Watts’    
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NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

. 
Office Bearers of the Society 2016-2017 

PRESIDENT: Joy Kitch 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Natasha Wicks 

SECRETARY: Val Stieglbauer 

ARCHIVIST: Janet South 

COLLECTION & DISPLAY COORDINATOR: Joy Kitch 

ACTING TREASURER:  Anna Hackwill. 

COMMITTEE: Jenny Nixon, Clive Smith, Marie Clark 

 

The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the support of : 

Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in The Nepean are not necessarily those of the 
Society, whose stated values are non-sectarian and non-political.
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