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                                      PRESIDENT’S REPORT    

!
‘Plus ça change, plus c’est la même chose.’ 
‘The more things change, the more they are 
the same.’ (Alphonse Karr 1849)       
I am not so sure about this in some matters…. !
The important heritage precinct of Ocean 
Beach Road Sorrento is changing rapidly, to 
many people's concern.  Development 
proposals come thick and fast, including those 
for the iconic Continental Hotel. How to 
respond as individuals and as a Society ? We must accept change is 
inevitable – a truism - but is there a line to be drawn as to appropriate 
change? Where do you as residents and members draw this line? 
See also Heritage and Planning Report, p.4 
  
The need for appropriate storage for our ever growing collection of 
 images, documents and artefacts is now urgent. You may remember 
that the Shire grant paid for their chosen contractors to conduct a full 
building survey and report last year. Now we need an approved plan 
for a building, as simple as a double-brick windowless structure with 
shelving, maybe on the site of our current shed? We persevere but I 
grow impatient with this long journey… !
The March RHSV Seminar ‘The End of History as We Know It? 
raised many issues for recording and sharing history stories. But as I 
left, I was sure that NHS is keeping up with the challenges of rapid 
change. Most of our photos and objects are now digitally scanned, 
thanks to the skilled work of  the Shire’s Murray Adams. Documents 
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are next, and Local History Coordinator Sally Robins is still with us 
each week helping catalogue in readiness for the Shire website. 
  
I hope to see you at our mid-year lunch at the Rye Hotel on July 1st. 
We are fortunate to have Adam Magennis,  Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Officer and Cultural Archeologist as our speaker, on ‘Cultural 
Heritage Management and Archaeology'.  Adam is a Boon Wurrung 
man and a very talented artist, in addition to his  archaeology 
qualifications.  
Secretary Val Steiglbauer has negotiated a delicious lunch for us – put 
this date in your diaries now please.  Booking form to be distributed. !
And do come (and bring a friend) to our regular first Friday of the 
month evening meeting with speaker. 
  

Joy Kitch !!
VALE Alan Arthur Parker O.A.M 	

30th March 1936 – 28th March 2016 	
Condolences to our former NHS President, Archivist and ongoing 

volunteer Doreen Parker.	

 	!!
VALE Dennis O’Gorman 	

21st April 2016 	
Long time NHS member. Many will recall the NHS events held 

at Dalwhinnie. Our condolences to Valerie O’Gorman.	
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HERITAGE WATCH 

!
Police Point  
We have received the 
Consulting Architect's 
report assessing the 
Superintendent’s Cottage, 
a major heritage building 
at Police Point. Part of the 
former Quarantine 
Station, it was gifted by 
the Commonwealth           Superintendent’s Cottage Photo: NHS                             
to the Shire of Mornington Peninsula in 2004. It overlooks the Portsea 
bay coast, and is an example of Federation architecture superimposed 
on an earlier house from the Colonial period. Fortunately, with its 
history of very good maintenance under earlier Commonwealth 
control, it has been assessed as capable of satisfactory rehabilitation, 
and of being made suitable for community uses within the next 4-5 
years.  !
Point Nepean National Park 
A team from Parks Victoria is continuing its work in updating the 
Master Plan for the Park (which includes most of the former Quarantine 
Station). A Draft is due to be released for public discussion later in the 
year. Renewed interest in the Quarantine Station by the University of 
Melbourne was announced in April, but an assurance has been given 
that the Draft Master Plan will be published and that there will be 
public consultation before any decisions are made.  !!
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Portsea Beach 
Press reports have indicated that an international consulting firm will 
report to the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) on the best option for remedying the loss of sand along the 
bay coast at Portsea. An underwater sandbank which has developed 
between Portsea and the entrance to Port Phillip Bay has caused  
wave patterns which have devastated this iconic beach. Our 
colleagues at the Nepean Ratepayers Association (Colin Watson, 
President) think that there are really only two options – re-shaping the 
seabed, or constructing a breakwater seaward of Portsea Pier. Either 
will require very substantial funding. !
Continental Hotel Sorrento 
A Planning Application Conference, with NHS represented, was due to 
be held in May to discuss the proposal from a private developer for 
the development of the Continental Hotel site.  
The building is significant as the only 4-storey limestone building in 
Australia, and is a landmark for Sorrento and district. An associated 
proposal, for the sale of adjacent Council-owned land is complicating 
planning issues. !
Collins Settlement Site 
A permit has been issued for the construction of a pathway around the 
base of the Eastern Sister. However at the time of writing, NHS 
remained concerned about whether the design allows sufficiently for 
the now rapid erosion of the beaches at each end, and also the 
provision of the funds required for the large cost escalations which 
have occurred since the Shire originally approved the sub-division of 
the Rand/Shelmerdine estate. !

Frank Hindley 
Convenor Heritage & Planning Group 
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COLLECTION AND DISPLAY NEWS 

  
I returned from my 2 weeks' sojourn in Laos to find a number of 
donated artefacts to investigate. !
Sandra King has generously donated Goss family treasures including 
beautiful clothing worn by her tiny 4’11’ grandmother 
Dagmar (‘Maggie’) Goss and feathers used to decorate her hats. 
Sandra’s mother Mavis had carefully stored these in a camphorwood 
chest for many years.  W.H. Goss operated the store at Portsea in the 
1800s and Fred Goss was a local fisherman and mail deliverer. 
  
A special picture : At the suggestion of Beleura House & Garden’s 
Anthony Knight, the National Trust has donated a framed oil study of 
‘our’ David Collins by Algernon Talmage for his larger 1938 painting 
'The Founding of Australia, 1788'.  Three of the artist’s complete 
original paintings of this scene hang in London’s Tate Gallery, Sydney’s 
Mitchell Library, and Parliament House.  The officers are raising their 
glasses for a toast, Collins looking quite pensive, with his foot resting 
on a log. The painting  will be on display soon. [see front cover] 
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‘What are these 8 boxes of rusty things and broken bottles?’        
You may well ask…. 
Boxes of artefacts from two Collins Settlement building sites have 
been deposited for safe keeping at NHS. They are from Heritage Victoria via 
Archaeology at Tardis.  
The owners had to undertake expensive archeological investigations as part 
of their applications to build in April 2013 and August 2015. And surprise, 
surprise they did not want to keep the ‘treasures’ unearthed! 
127 artefacts are from Lot 1 and 957 recovered from a wood lined pit on Lot 
2. They are catalogued, recorded and packed in little plastic bags with 
reports of the digs. None of the artefacts is associated with the 1803 Collins 
Settlement (unless the Lieutenant Colonel cared for his teeth with a plastic 
toothbrush or coiffed his pigtail with a plastic comb.) All are safely stored in 
our current shed, but they show our need for more storage.  
  
AND then I arrived at my desk (after a moving ANZAC Day service)  to find a 
DRUM and a beautiful wintergreen uniform jacket, with kilt, spats, tie 
recording and photo. Jenny Maccaffer has donated these special Items. Her 
parents were involved in the creation, and later became custodians of, the 
Flinders Shire Caledonian Pipe Band. We’ll tell the story of this special 
band, who played down here on many occasions, next time. 

Joy Kitch  
Collection and Display Coordinator !

MEMBERSHIP 

!
We welcome the following new members to the Society and look forward to 
meeting them at meetings and functions: 
Becki Hyde (who is already working with the Archives Team) and 
Colleen Isaacs. 
Don’t forget to encourage your friends to become members of the 
Society.              Gary Naughton, Membership Secretary 
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INVENTOR OF THE ELECTRIC BALL                                                                 
Part of the NHS logo and a defining feature of our facade 

!
This sphere, often mistaken by passers-by for a mine, was part of a device 
designed by Alfred Robshaw in 1908 with a view to harnessing the sea to 
provide electricity for Sorrento township. A number of spheres were 
tethered on rocks swept by the sea at Pearce’s Beach and their movements 
transferred to a dynamo housed near Sphinx Rock. However, severe wave 
action damaged the system built in 1909 and after the death of Robshaw the 
following year, the project was abandoned, although at one stage one street 
lamp was lit for a while. 

Young Teddy Skelton and Billy Morce were contracted to remove damaged 
machinery from the beach, and in the 1970s  Evan Skelton recounted how, 
as a child, he had played with the ball as it lay concealed by bushes in a 
Hurstwood Road paddock. The inventor’s name given, and inscribed on the 
brass plaque outside the Museum, was Robilliard. 
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Between 1999 and 2001 several vain attempts were made by Janet South, 
Barbara Stephenson and Nick Zorbas to discover anyone of that name 
connected with the machine. However, Martin Elliget recently posted new 
information on Facebook showing that an Alfred ROBSHAW applied for the 
patent No. 10,926/08 on 26/2/1908,  stating he was the actual inventor and 
is described as an engineer with coke and brick works. Why then do our 
records show the name Robilliard? 

I started to search census records to look for a link between the names and I 
found it in Brunswick – the two families lived opposite each other in Barkly 
Street and at the time of his death probate papers show that Alfred Robshaw 
owed money to Mrs C E Robilliard, Wood and Coal Merchant! 

Charles Edward Robilliard had died in 1903 and his widow, Alice had 
continued to conduct the business. She had two teenaged sons and a 
daughter. In 1908  Walter Robshaw was 20 and Thomas Robilliard 16. 

 It is entirely feasible that Alfred Robshaw cast a fatherly eye over the sons of 
the widowed Alice Robilliard. It is also possible that it was Thomas who 
accompanied Alfred Robshaw on visits to Sorrento and that after his death 
Walter and Thomas settled the business and dealt with the “Machinery and 
Sundry Timber at Sorrento “ valued at £10 in his personal estate assets. 

Alfred Robshaw died 16th May 1910 in his 50th year. His obituary describes 
him as possessed of the rare faculty of invention. He succeeded in 
establishing many patents, some in connection with electrical work in which 
he was deeply interested 

The NHS record of events surrounding the installation of the Electric Ball  stems from 
recollections of Mabel and Evan Skelton and a newspaper account. The surnames of 
the men have obviously become confused.      
        Bergliot Dallas  
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WANTED!  BACK ISSUES OF THE NEPEAN  

  

A complete back set of The Nepean is now being stored in the Society’s Archive and 
recent issues are also held in the Library collection. The Archival copies are being held 
for preservation and research whilst the Library copies can be accessed by the general 

community.The following issues are required to complete these holdings:                                                                                                           

1 copy of:                                                                                                  
February and April 2002     June 2013      

2 copies of:                                                                                                        
February to June 1967   August-December 1967 February to July 1968                        
September-December 1968 August to November 1969 February to March 1970            
November 1974 (No. 27)  March 1975 (No. 28) No. 46 May – July 1978                         
No. 48 Sept-Nov 1978 No. 54 September 1979 Nos 62 and 63 1980                         
No. 68 1981 No. 74 1982 No. 78 1983                                                                 
No. 87 1984 No. 98 1986 No. 118 1989                                                                      
June 1992 October 1997                                   

If you are able to donate any of these issues, please leave them at the Museum  or 
post to the NHS, P.O. Box 139, Sorrento, 3943. Please mark them for the attention of 
Doreen Parker, Librarian.               

PROMOTIONAL STREET STALLS 

!
Our sales, though lower than during the summer holiday period, are still 
good. Our March holiday stall took $965 and takings on others have varied 
from $308 to $599. It is also a great way to promote the museum.                   
                     

COMING STALLS 
                Sorrento   June 11th                          Blairgowrie    June 25th     !

Suzanne Ewart  and  Jan Weston 
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COMING EVENTS 

Our meetings are held on the first Friday of the month              
at 8pm in the Sorrento Museum, Mechanics’ Institute                                                      

Corner of Melbourne & Ocean Beach Roads Sorrento                    
Free and open to all  -  Tea or Coffee afterwards by donation                                                                                                                            

If you would like to join us for dinner prior to meetings                       
at 6.15 pm at Sorrento Trattoria, 20 Ocean Beach Road, Sorrento, please ring the 

restaurant by 12 noon on the day before the meeting. Tel: 5984 5655 !
 Friday 3rd June 2 pm to 4 pm at the Sorrento Museum:                                            

ARC Linkage Sea Project research team will present the study's 
 outcomes and recommendations.  All welcome. !

Friday June 3rd   at 8pm Monthly Meeting  
 Speaker: Jenny Tomkins  
 Ghost Tour leader will describe her experiences with 
 Sorrento Ghosts  !!
Saturday June 25th  9.30 am to 4.30 pm at Sorrento Museum                                                                             
  Our Society is hosting a Royal Historical Society of Victoria seminar 
  on topics of interest to those involved in local history,                                     
  e.g. social media and copyright issues. 

!
Friday July 1st  Nepean Historical Society & Rye Historical Society                                      

joint mid-year lunch at the Rye Hotel. 
 Speaker: Adam Magennis   
 Mornington Peninsula Shire  
 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Officer and Cultural Archaeologist  
 Cultural  Heritage Management & Archaeology 

# # See booking form for full details. !
Friday August 5th at 8 pm Monthly Meeting  
  Speaker: to be announced. 
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NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

. 
Office Bearers of the Society 2015-2016 

PRESIDENT: Joy Kitch 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Marie Clark 

SECRETARY: Val Stieglbauer 

ARCHIVIST: Janet South 

COLLECTION & DISPLAY COORDINATOR: Joy Kitch 

TREASURER:  Anna Hackwill. 

COMMITTEE: Jenny Nixon, Clive Smith, Natasha Wicks 

 

!
!
!

The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the support of : 

! !!!!!!!!
Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in The Nepean are not necessarily those of the 

Society, whose stated values are non-sectarian and non-political.#
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