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                                      PRESIDENT’S REPORT    

!!
Thank you, everyone, for wonderful support in my 
first year in office, and to all who attended and 
helped at meetings and functions.  The Society 
relies totally on its volunteers, who this year 
recorded over 5,650 hours' work and hosted 
1633 visitors. !
Bergliot Dallas and Natasha Wicks had another 
successful year of Group visits and tours.  
See ‘Tours and Special Events’ Page 15 !
Jan Weston has kindly agreed to manage book sales and publications, and 
also Blairgowrie street stalls. This will take some pressure off Suzanne Ewart, 
who has done an outstanding job managing both Blairgowrie and Sorrento 
venues and tripling the stalls' income in one year, with Don's and the team’s 
able assistance. !
We have had very interesting monthly meetings this year and always welcome 
suggestions for topics and speakers if you have any good ideas. !
The Society's 50th Anniversary party in September was terrific.  More than 
100 heard long-serving secretary Don Ewart's overview of our history, and 4 
past Presidents spoke of their time in the Chair and hopes for the future. 
Descendants of founding members attended, and Professor Weston Bate 
(who had addressed the NHS in its foundation year, 1965) rounded off the 
celebration with a toast, and recitation of one of his beautiful poems on our 
area. !!
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At the October AGM, I was delighted to present Frank Hindley with a richly 
deserved Life Membership. (see page 6 - for details of his contributions to the 
Society). If you do not have the full Annual Report, we can send it, or you can 
view it on the website (www.nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au). Have you 
checked this recently, by the way? Webmaster Clive Smith is always adding 
new information and stories. !
The 2015-16 Committee 
Welcome to new member Anna Hackwill, Treasurer;  Natasha Wicks, returning 
after a break; Val Stieglbauer, now Secretary; Janet South, Archivist again; 
Marie Clark, Vice-President; Jenny Nixon, member and Manager, Facebook 
site; and Clive Smith, ongoing Webmaster. !
Many thanks to those retiring: Doreen Parker for her huge contribution as 
President, Secretary, and Archivist; Yvonne Watson as Treasurer and fund-
raiser;  Glenn Whipp as Vice-President, manager of book sales and 
publications, plus building maintenance. They will be missed, as will Assistant 
Secretary Kaye Moran, whom we wish well in her new home in Mornington. 

Joy Kitch, President !!
Fund Raiser  

Thanks to Yvonne Watson, a 
beautiful, professionally framed 
artist's impression of the 
'Ticonderoga' has been donated by 
Ron Farnill, local award-winning 
maritime watercolourist.  It is on 
view at the museum, and we are 
selling this painting via a silent  
auction.  If you are interested, 
please contact Joy Kitch at NHS, 
Tel: 5984 0255 !
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HERITAGE WATCH 

!
    !
QUARANTINE STATION 
The State Government passed legislation in October, repealing the provisions 
made by the previous government for leases of up to 99 years at Point 
Nepean National Park (including the Quarantine Station area). However there 
is new provision for leases in the Park up to 50 years, compared with the 21 
year maximum for other Parks in Victoria.  At time of writing we were awaiting 
further announcements from the Government and Parks Victoria about the 
procedures for reviving and possibly revising the 2010 Master Plan for Point 
Nepean. !
POLICE POINT 
Works have proceeded apace at the Shire Park, Point Nepean. The Shire has 
budgeted this year for the completion of several major projects at the site. Of 
particular interest to the Society is the installation of post-and-rail fencing in 
order to recreate the old Quarantine Station's Calling Ground, the 40-foot 
wide strip at the 
Gatekeepers Cottage 
which served to separate 
the passengers in 
quarantine and the day 
visitors. A viewing point 
towards Queenscliff has 
been created, as has also 
a walking track through 
the moonah woodland. 
A series of interpretative 
display boards is being 
designed in consultation 
with NHS.         The ‘Calling Ground’ Police Point Park                            
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COLLINS SETTLEMENT SITE 
Development of Lot 5 of the Shelmerdine subdivision at the Eastern Sister 
continues to raise concerns, especially with regard to public access and public 
viewing rights. The developer went to VCAT, unsuccessfully as we now know, 
arguing against the necessity to keep clear a cone-of-view between the Parks 
Victoria viewing platform on the Eastern Sister and across Sullivan Bay to the 
Western Sister.  The developer is now to go to VCAT again,  this time in 
opposition to Council's approval for the pathway planned for the base of the 
Eastern Sister, which would provide foot access between Camerons Bight and 
Sullivan Bay beaches. !
SORRENTO TOWNSHIP 
Several recent development proposals in the Main Street of Sorrento have 
been seen as detrimental to the heritage character of the town, with 
excessive height and bulk, and with inadequate setbacks and unsatisfactory 
 tiering in some cases. 
Another matter for concern is the proposal from a developer to extend the 
commercial area of the town to cover two residential Lots west of Tayton 
Place. These are on the perimeter of a topographical basin which is now 
mainly public parkland, with some low-rise residential around the rim. 

Frank Hindley 
Convenor Heritage & Planning Group !!

MEMBERSHIP 

!
We welcome the following new members to the Society: 
Peter & Joy Greer, Anna Hackwill, Lynn & Ian Thorpe, Gail Hood, Vicky Szabo, 
Dr Tony & Lynn Heyes and Michael Ellis.  !
We look forward to meeting them at meetings and functions.  
              Gary Naughton 
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New Life Member - Frank Hindley 

!
Frank’s interest in our area arose from early holiday visits and his time as a 
new graduate teacher in 1960-62. For the last 22 years he has been a full time 
resident, active in the Sorrento community. 
As a member of NHS since 1996 and President 1999-2002 his analytical mind 
and attention to detail has greatly benefitted us. He has served for 20 years 
on our Heritage and Planning Group, meeting weekly to discuss Nepean 
Ward issues, and is its current convenor.  !
He has unstintingly given his time to a wide range of complex  issues of 
concern to NHS and the wider community including Point Nepean, Collins 
Settlement Site and more recently Police 
Point Shire Park. !
Frank has represented NHS on the 
Commonwealth Point Nepean Community 
Reference group, State Point Nepean 
Advisory Committee,  and the Nepean 
Coalition (NHS, Nepean Ratepayers 
Association, Nepean Conservation Group) 
which meets monthly with our Ward 
Councillors. 
In March 2015 Frank’s illustrated talk to 
the NHS on Local Historic Precincts shared 
his wide knowledge and deep interest in 
this important planning concept. !
Frank’s contribution to NHS and the Sorrento Community cannot be 
overstated. The battle to protect and enhance local heritage has gained from 
his passion and thoughtful analysis as well as his initiation and participation in 
strategic action.                    Photo: Frank receiving his Award  from Pres. Joy Kitch"
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THE LEAVING OF GALLIPOLI 1915 . . 

!!
- from two points of view, taken from two works "

of Harvey Broadbent, with his permission:"!
        "The Turkish 27th Battalion's last-known surviving Gallipoli veteran in 
1988, Corporal Adil, recalled the moment to the author:"
There was this fog, so we had no idea.  They had made use of the fog and all 
the gun noises had stopped. It was early morning and we sent out a scout.  He 
found their trenches deserted .. so we all went all the way down to the shore, 
looked in the trenches and saw, too, that they were deserted.  They'd gone! 
Well, what could we do?"
       We left one regiment there and the rest went back.""

From “Defending Gallipoli, the Turkish Story”"!!
"  Frank Parker, 5th Battalion, AIF:"
 "When we left the beach and it was so quiet and eerie, it was beautiful ..."
  'Goodnight Gallipoli'.  There was a little poem they had:"!

    What, gone?  The Australians gone? From Anzac gone?"
    The lurid crater where for eight long months,"
     They lived with death, dined with disease,"

     Till one in every two fell ill and one"
     In every four was shot and one"

     In every eight lay dead."
      Yes, gone! From Anzac gone"

        And left behind eight thousand graves."!
" " " " " " Now I'll never forget that”."!

 From “The Boys Who Came Home, Recollections of Gallipoli”"
     (poem previously attributed by Patsy Adam Smith to Sapper J. C. Hackney)"

" " " " " " " " "
Janet South"!
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Sorrento One Hundred Years Ago - 

compiled by Peter Munro            
In Sorrento, a flurry of wartime activity heralded the dawn of 1915. In 
Melbourne with its population of 670,000, a local military training facility was 
established at Broadmeadows and the first contingent of Australian troops 
had been dispatched for the Egyptian desert training camps of Mena and 
Cairo. In Melbourne and in Victorian cities and towns, eager young men 
answered the call to enlist in order to defend the Mother country, Britain. 
Sorrento and its citizens were not immune to these times. A snapshot of the 
Friday weekly 3 penny “Peninsula Post” reveals the news that affected the 
Sorrento community during 1915.  !
THE STATE OF THE ROADS (Feb. 1915) 
“Motorists complain about the state of the peninsula roads, especially the 
one between Mornington & Sorrento, and the damage done to cars. It has 
been suggested that if a collection was started with the intention of 
improving this road, motorists would liberally support the move. One of the 
local residents has offered £10 as a beginning.” !
LET’S DO OUR BIT! (March 1915) 
“A moonlight drive was arranged by the cab drivers of Sorrento, proceeds in 
aid of the Belgian Fund. The owners of their wagonettes gave them free and 
the drivers gave their services. The trip was to Rye and back for the price of 
2/-”. !
ANYONE FOR TENNIS? (April 1915) 
“Sorrento’s second tennis court was opened on 24th March by Mr. Thom, 
President in the presence of a fair assemblage. The two courts make an 
important and great attraction to visitors. £200 has been spent on the corner 
and the tennis club hopes to put down a third court in time”. !
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MADAME MELBA AT AUCTION (May 1915) 
In order to pay off the debt of Sorrento’s second tennis court, a concert and 
auction were held at the Athenaeum Hall. Prominent items to be auctioned 
were an autographed photo of Madame Melba and a silk Belgian flag made 
by Mrs. Willis. Mr. Patterson of Massey-Harris Coy. bought the photo for 24 
guineas while Mr. Dixon bought the flag for 11 guineas. !
WEDDING BELLS (May 1915) 
A wedding was held at St. John’s church on April 28th between Mr. Walter 
Stringer of ‘Carmel’ Sorrento and the bride, Miss Mollie Leyden of Portsea. 
Rev. Richard Sherwood was officiating clergyman. !
FAREWELL TO OUR LADS (August 1915) 
“Sorrento is awake, never to sleep until the war has drawn to a close. The 
Athenaeum Hall was full last Friday night and a big crowd at the dance. 
Golliwogs, sweets and refreshments were sold to help Sorrento’s war effort. 
This combined with Sorrento’s send off to A. Boxshall, A. Dark and J. Watts 
and E. Myers. Ernie Myers has been appointed as a sniper through being a 
wonderful shot”. !
A NO CONTEST ELECTION (August 1915) 
“Sorrento has this year been robbed of its usual mid-year council elections. 
Current Councillor Macfarlan has been accorded the luxury of a walkover as 
there being no other nominations”. !
FAREWELL MR. EVANS (October 1915) 
“After receiving word from the Education Department, Mr. W. Evans 
Headmaster of Sorrento State School is to take up duties with the defence 
department as a drill instructor. Mr. Evans had spent three years at Sorrento. 
He had been efficient and painstaking in his duties and has been deservedly 
popular throughout the district. He was entertained at a smoke night at the 
Hotel Continental and was presented with a handsome liqueur stand suitably 
inscribed”. !
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DEATH OF AN OLD RESIDENT (October 1915) 
“Regret was expressed throughout the district at the death of Mr. Wm. Morce 
an old resident of Sorrento. Mr. Morce who had been suffering from 
indifferent health for some time leaves a widow and 3 children. The funeral 
which took place at Sorrento was largely attended”. !
Despite having already lost 2 ‘Sorrento Boys’ at Gallipoli and with the 
constant awareness of war, 1915 for Sorrento was a year of hope and 
optimism. These thoughts were probably echoed by the local enlistments 
during the year. The challenge of being up for a ‘stoush’ against the enemy 
must have been foremost in the minds of these lads. Excitement in the public 
and private farewells would most likely be prefaced by such words as, ‘You 
need not worry, mother. The war will soon be over and we’ll all be back in 
Sorrento around Xmas……or shortly after’. 
How wishful? How optimistic would have been those words! 

   (Headers to the extracts were supplied by the writer) !
 PROMOTIONAL STREET STALLS 

!
Monthly street stalls continue with jams, relish and books all selling well. Our stall sales 
for the last 3 months total nearly $2,400.  Commencing in November Jan Weston has 
volunteered to run the Blairgowrie street stalls and Bernie Poll is keen to continue 
helping. We are also taking orders for Bernie`s ginger bread houses. 

   Coming Stalls                                                                                                                                 

Sorrento  November 14th      Blairgowrie  November 28th            

Sorrento  December12th     Blairgowrie  December19th                     

Sorrento   January 9th      Blairgowrie  January 23rd                                            

If you are able to help for two hours on any of these days please call Suzanne 

on 5984 3905. There are two helpers on at once and it is really very 

enjoyable.      Suzanne Ewart  
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EILEEN McCRAW 

!
The Eileen McCraw Memorial Board hangs in the reception area of the 

Sorrento Museum, but who was Eileen McCraw? 

Our research in connection with the 50th Anniversary of the Nepean Historical 

Society has revealed a lady with a passionate interest in history who poured 

all the talent and energy of her later years into this Society. Her grandson, 

Stephen, describes her as a person with a strong moral character, making 

best use of time and resources and with a community spirit. He also says her 

biggest interest outside home during her time in Sorrento was her 

involvement with the Historical Society. 

She was a Foundation Member in 1965 and, within months, she gave a talk 

on the voyage of the Lady Nelson. Her research impressed members to the 

extent that copies were “roneoed and sold” – in effect the first publications 

of the Society. Soon after that she co-edited the booklet Sorrento and Portsea 

–Yesterday as well as Major Welch’s Hell to Health in 1969. 

Initially her title was Custodian (of items donated) but in 1966 she became 

Archivist and was actively instrumental in the opening of the museum in 1967 

when she also took on the role of Secretary for the next three years. Her 

enthusiasm made her active in promoting the NHS through talks and weekly 

changes of displays in a case at the Sorrento State Bank. 

On 16th April 1974, a fortnight after attending her last committee meeting, 

Eileen McCraw died aged 72. The minutes of 22nd April describe her death as 

sudden and her loss as inestimable. Members stood in silent tribute.  
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It was decided that an Honour Roll would be 

established in her memory. The Memorial 

Board was crafted by George Watts and Eileen 

McCraw was named the first Life Member of 

the Nepean Historical Society. 

Her husband, Harry, predeceased her by three 

years. He was a skilled craftsman who had 

taught woodwork and provided practical 

support to the NHS by making cabinets for the 

museum and other items which were sold to 

raise funds.        

Bergliot Dallas               Photo: Eileen McCraw      

PUBLICATIONS 

!
If you are looking for a gift for a friend or working through your Christmas list, 

why not consider one of the books from the Nepean Historical Society Shop?  

The subjects are varied and interesting, with most having the local area as a 

focal point.  We even have a selection of books gift wrapped and ready to 

go!! 

When going out for dinner don’t take expensive chocolates, take history – it’s 
good for you!       Jan Weston 

SOS 

Helpers for Christmas Holiday roster, and for setting and clearing up                     
for monthly meetings URGENTLY needed. 
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COLLECTION and DISPLAY NEWS 

!
    Remember the film Hotel Sorrento?  It was released in 1995, directed and 
produced by Richard Franklin, based on Hannie Rayson's stage play, which in 
turn drew on Kathy Skelton’s Miss Gymkhana, R.G.Menzies and Me, a 
delightful memoir of growing up in 1950s Sorrento. We recently received two 
big mounted posters and two sets of press releases and clippings from the 
film's Co-Producer Helen Watts, who has offered to help obtain permission to 
screen the film publicly next year, and to speak about its making. This will be 
a very special event. !
Another precious recent gift was from Blairgowrie resident Ian Hawksby, who 
has spent enormous time and effort creating a beautiful little model of the 
'Lady Nelson' as an armed sloop rigged as a brig.  He has done much 
research, and given us full details of this.        Thank you, Ian. !
Tess de Araugo has donated papers including an interesting summary of 
conversations about life at the Quarantine Station, recorded in 1987 with the 
children of Sebastian Kendall, longest serving Superintendent. 

Joy Kitch, Collection and Display Coordinator !
Excerpt from the Annual Report, March 1967 

The loss of someone dear to us, an illness or injury which demands a re-

orientation to life, the universal experience of growing older everyday, the 

irrepressible want for friendship and enjoyment, are all made easier in the 

fraternity and stimulating interest in membership of the Nepean Historical            

Society,                                                        Jack 

Crosswell, “The Kiwis”   36 Hughes Road, Sorrento 
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COMING EVENTS 

!
Our meetings are held on the first Friday of the month              

at 8pm in the Mechanics’ Institute                                                      
Corner of Melbourne & Ocean Beach Roads Sorrento                    

Free and open to all  -  Tea or Coffee afterwards by donation                                                                                                                            
If you would like to join us for dinner prior to meetings                       

at 6.15 pm at Via Sorrento, 77 Ocean Beach Road, Sorrento,                        
please ring the restaurant by 12 noon on the day before the meeting, 

Tel: 5984 3633 !
2015  
Friday December 4th  from 6 - 8 pm,   

End of Year Christmas Party  
All NHS members welcome                    See Insert for details !
2016 
Friday  February 5th at 8 pm,  
Speaker: Lambis Englezos, amateur historian who discovered WW1 mass 
graves at Fromelles, France. !!
Friday March 4th at the Museum at 8 pm, 
Speaker: Stuart Duff from the Police Historical Society speaking on Early 
Policing in the Port Phillip District. 
 !

STOP PRESS! 
The 'Giant Wombat' has been unmasked as the 
rarer zygomaturus, sometimes called 'pygmy 

rhino', from the same diprotodon family.  
See next issue for full story. 
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Tours and Special Events 

!
Over the past months the partnership forged by Natasha between our 
Society and Parks Victoria at Point Nepean has strengthened to the benefit of 
both parties who are specifically learning more about the history of the Kulin 
Nation. In September Natasha attended ‘First Peoples Conference’ at Somers 
wearing her PV hat. Natasha gained permission to begin the process of 
learning the knowledge, language and stories of the Boonwurrung people. It 
is with much enthusiasm that we look forward to the challenges of this 
partnership while developing and delivering  programs on our  Cultural 
Heritage. !
During the past financial year the Society hosted 25 group events which 
brought 549 visitors from schools, Probus and other community groups as 
well as the International Defence Force. This involved 63 attendances of NHS 
members who clocked up 175 volunteer hours and raised $2829 which 
represents an increase on the income of the previous year.  We would like to 
acknowledge Des Young for his excellent tours of Point Nepean with 
International Defence personnel. They are highly regarded by the organising 
officers at RAAF Williams. !
We have streamlined the organization of school groups to limit our 
expenditure of physical energy while minimising unnecessary movement of 
the students. We have also continued with Museum Outreach visits to classes 
in school. We have plans to develop an outdoor program centred around 
Watts’ Cottage and the Pioneer Garden and there is increased demand for 
guided bus tours. If people can’t come to the museum for the stories that tell 
our history, then we need to look at ways to take the history to them.  !
Our thanks to our helpers: Margaret Copley, Richard Cotter, David Dallas, Joy 
Kitch, Jenny Griffiths, Claire McFadyen, Janet South, Val Stieglbauer, Garry 
White  and Des Young. The current year is off to a flying start with $1428 
already in the kitty and several group bookings recorded.  
              

 Bergliot Dallas and Natasha Wicks 
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!
NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

. 
Office Bearers of the Society 2015-2016 

!
PRESIDENT: Joy Kitch 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Marie Clark 

SECRETARY: Val Stieglbauer 

ARCHIVIST: Janet South 

DISPLAYS & COLLECTION COORDINATOR: Joy Kitch 

TREASURER:  Anna Hackwill. 

COMMITTEE: Jenny Nixon, Clive Smith, Natasha Wicks 

 

!
!
  

The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the support of :
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