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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING !
 at 8PM 2nd OCTOBER 2015!

The Annual General Meeting of the Nepean Historical Society Inc. 
will be held on Friday 2nd October at 8 PM at the  

Sorrento Mechanics’ Institute / Museum,  
827 Melbourne Road, Sorrento 

DRAFT AGENDA: 
1. Present / Apologies / Proxies 
2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2014 AGM 
3. Action arising from the Minutes 
4. Annual Report of Committee 
5. Financial Statements 
6. Confirm or vary amounts of Annual Subscription and Joining fee 
7. Honorary Life Memberships 
8. Other business on notice 
9. Election of Office Bearers and Members of Committee !
GUEST SPEAKER :  
Carl Cowie, CEO, Mornington Peninsula Shire  !
POSITIONS VACANT: 
President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Archivist, 
Collections and Display Coordinator and 6 ordinary 
Committee members. Please consider nominating if you 
believe you can contribute a small amount of your time to 
help the Society. !
NOMINATION FORM   
Please return your nomination to the Secretary, Nepean 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 139, Sorrento, 3943 by Friday 25th 
September. 
                   [See Nomination Form p.19 & Proxy Form p.20]                                                                                                  
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT      

!
Welcome to our winter edition – and what a 
chilly winter it has been. BUT Room One in 
the Museum will be considerable warmer 
now thanks to the efforts of Vice 
President Glenn Whipp in gaining 
a Shire grant and managing the 
installation of two reverse cycle systems this 
month. 
Forty nine members and friends kept warm 
and enjoyed a delicious meal at the annual mid-year lunch at 
the Rye Hotel. Our hostess, the redoubtable Dorothy 
Houghton, introduced the speaker Simon Molesworth AO 
QC. He spoke passionately about preserving the cultural and 
natural heritage of many peoples around the world. Long 
associated with the local National Trust, Simon is the 
foundation Executive Chairman of the International Trusts 
Organisation. There are more than seven million members of 
this organisation. They are not just about preserving buildings 
but have for example saved pink dolphins in Taiwan from a 
proposed petrochemical plant, and the blood lines of 
the great horned cattle of Crete. Of course there are many 
threats to the preservation of these precious things but Simon 
remains positive – ‘there’s always a planning answer’ if there is 
a desire to preserve.  
  
Our Heritage and Planning Group have been busy at the local 
level, see p.6 for Convenor Frank Hindley's report. 
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Under the efficient co-ordination of Suzanne Ewart, our 
Blairgowrie and Sorrento Saturday Street Stalls have 
continued to be most successful. Good to see some new 
faces offering to assist – thank you to all involved either 
making or selling items. Bergliot Dallas continues her 
excellent management and programming of the steady 
number of group tours for schools and others. While a 
significant fund raiser, these tours are also very important in 
educating many people about our wonderful local heritage. 
Are you a member of a group who might enjoy a guided visit? 
  
The proposed building extension and storage facility is 
progressing slowly through the necessary Shire processes – 
Doreen, Glenn and I met with the Shire’s manager of this 
project, David Hampton, in June. The next stage is to 
persuade our Ward Councillors Hugh Fraser and Tim 
Rodgers to put in a bid to the Shire Budget for a grant for the 
drawings and plans to be done. As soon as this has happened 
we can begin the serious fund raising process …. And this is 
when we will need you all to assist. !

The NHS 50th Anniversary Celebration –  
Saturday September 5th : An Afternoon to Remember. !
The invitations have been sent and acceptances are coming in 
for this special day to mark the founding of this society in 
1965. If you know of someone associated with the founding 
and activities of the society who may not have yet received an 
invitation please contact us by email or phone. !
Our busy archival volunteers have been discovering lots of 
fascinating pictures and stories of people and events to share 
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with you all on the day. We want to make this a special 
celebration to acknowledge the contributions of so many 
members. I would like to congratulate member  
Wilma Boulton, the lucky winner of the raffle of the Point 
Nepean Survey Map and thank Debbie de Wacht , a new 
member, who sold so many tickets.  !
 We are very pleased that the Mornington Peninsula Shire’s 
CEO Mr. Carl Cowie has accepted our invitation to speak at 
our AGM on Friday October 2nd.  After his first challenging 
year in this role Mr. Cowie will have some interesting 
comments to make, I’m sure. Please join us for this evening in 
the museum. !
 We hope to see you soon at these events. 

Joy Kitch, President !
!

VOLUNTEERING IS GOOD FOR YOU – 
 we can prove it!  

We thank all our  current wonderful volunteers. Without them 
NHS cannot continue its work promoting the historical, 
cultural and environmental heritage of this great area. If you 
are yet to join this happy team we would welcome you – work 
with others opening the museum on weekend afternoons, 
explore our fascinating archives, help out on a street stall or a 
group visit or assist with some clerical tasks including 
secretarial and computer work. 
Contact us to talk about the possibilities…. 59840255 !

!
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HERITAGE WATCH 

!
Lot 5 at the Shelmerdine Sub-division 
VCAT heard in June the application by the present owner for 
a review of the conditions placed by the Shire on the planning 
permit for a house to be constructed at 3080 Point Nepean 
Road, the Lot which occupies part of the Eastern Sister at the 
historic Collins Settlement Site.  NHS's main concern is for 
maintenance of the public views across Sullivan Bay and 
beach to the Western Sister. These views would be adversely 
affected by any works or structures built between the 
approved building envelope and the clifftop.  The Society was 
represented at the hearing by President Joy Kitch. !
Quarantine Station 
The lease to Richard Shelmerdine's company giving longterm 
rights over the Quarantine Station at Point Nepean has 
lapsed, apparently in accordance with a provision agreed in 
the lease that the land would need to have been favourably 
re-zoned for the leaseholder before 30 June in order for the 
development to proceed. The State Government has 
announced that instead it will now consider updating and 
adopting the draft Master Plan prepared in 2010 with 
community support. This Plan covers the 20-hectare 
Quarantine Station area (rather than the 64 hectare area 
covered by the now defunct Shelmerdine lease); it 
proposes one new building only (to extend across an existing 
footprint, in order to allow for a 100-120 room hotel); and is 
not predicated on the whole area being leased to a single 
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developer, or on leases of up to 99 years being permitted in 
Victorian National Parks. 
It is anticipated that the Society will respond to the State 
Government when submissions are called. !
Sorrento township 
NHS has been considering draft proposals from the Shire 
concerning heritage guidelines for the Ocean Beach Road 
precinct in Sorrento.           Frank Hindley 

23 July 2015  Heritage and Planning Convener   !
LATE NEWS                                     4 August 2015 
VCAT answered amended permit conditions for Lot 5 
3080 Pt Nepean Road, and endorsed the Council Surveyor’s 
interpretation of the vegetation-free cone of view between 
the Eastern and Western Sisters.                               F.H. !

MEMBERSHIP 

!
We welcome the following new members to the Society: 
Ms Bernadette Thorp, Mrs Debbie De Wacht, Mr Mladen 
(Mal) Brkic, Mr Jonathan Laycock and Mr Rex Curtis-Griffiths, 
and look forward to meeting them at meetings and functions. 

Gary Naughton!

Some members may have seen that the NHS website is 
running a series of tributes to the local men who fell in World 
War One. This will run until 2019. Details are available here: 
http://nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au/history/lest-we-
forget-1914-1918/                        Clive Smith, Web Manager 
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Coming Addition to NHS Library 

!
Military Historian Graham Wilson has kindly offered us the locally 

relevant section of his third book for the Army History Unit,  
"Accommodating the King's Hard Bargain: A History of 

Military Detention in the Australian Army". 
It will be available in our library, on our website, and in our archives.  !
Between 1944 and 1946, Franklin Barracks was far less 
comfortable and welcoming  than it is now as the Portsea 
Camp. It was in fact a military place of detention, listed on the 
army's order of battle as the 10th Australian Detention 
Barrack. !
During the Second World War the AMF raised 22  barracks 
around Australia for Australian and Allied servicemen 
sentenced to more than 14 days' detention.  In 1944 
overcrowding necessitated a fourth barrack for Victoria . At 
first planned for Darley, the 10th Australian Detention Barrack 
(10 ADB) opened at Franklin Barracks, Portsea (over the 
strenuous complaints of Flinders Shire) on 1 July 1944 as a 
Detention Barrack Type ‘C’, designed to hold up to 150 
prisoners. !
10 ADB was generally used to incarcerate young and first 
offenders and the emphasis at the barrack was on training and 
rehabilitation. The barrack was officially disbanded on 15 May 
1946.          
     Graham Wilson 2015 !
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FROM FLANDERS FIELD TO SORRENTO                           

!
!

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow                                             
Between the crosses row on row                                                       

(John McCrae May 1915) 

!!
I am not in Flanders fields. I am standing in the Sorrento Cemetery. 
It is almost Remembrance Day 2013. One year later, I attend the 80th 
anniversary of the opening of the Shrine of Remembrance and gaze 
upon a red carpet of Flanders poppies that covers the Shrine’s 
Legacy Garden, overshadowed by the Australian and French flags 
fluttering at half-mast. I recall the moment twelve months earlier 
when, at the Sorrento Cemetery, I discovered Flanders poppies 
upon the grave of Number 3411 Private Joseph Charles Keys. !
Joseph Charles Keys was born in 1898 in Portsea. His father Alfred 
who was Superintendent of the Quarantine Station at Point Nepean 
from 1908-1911 lived in Hawksburn when Joseph enlisted at Prahran 
on 22nd November 1917 just before his 19th birthday. Keys, with a 
fresh complexion, hazel eyes and dark hair, was single. His height 
was measured at 5’ 7”. At the time of enlistment his occupation was 
given as a civil servant with the Victorian State Government. !
Keys underwent seven weeks of military training at Broadmeadows 
army camp before embarking three days before Christmas on 
H.M.A.T. Ulysses. The troop ship arrived at Southampton in mid-
February 1918 and Keys with a civil service background was 
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immediately transferred to the Officers’ Training School at Sutton 
Mandeville, Buckinghamshire and sent on a few weeks later to 
Candahar Barracks, Tidworth, Wiltshire. !
By mid-May young Keys, who by this time had grown weary of 
administrative duties in England, requested to be sent to France. In 
late May, now attached to the 8/38 Battalion he landed in France. 
Of his battlefield location we can only assume it was in the area of 
the Somme around Villers-Bretonneux, a small town that Australian 
units had been defending against the German Army’s Spring 
Offensive. As a member of the 38th Battalion, Keys would certainly 
have been involved in the Allied Offensive of the battle of Amiens in 
early August.  
            
 Keys spent only 3 months with the 38th Battalion in France before 
admission to hospital at the end of August suffering with a perineal 
abscess. Shortly after he was invalided back to England and still 
quite sick was eventually repatriated to Australia in mid-January 
1919. On return to Melbourne some weeks later he was immediately 
admitted to the Repatriation Hospital at Caulfield. By this time he 
had been diagnosed with meningitis. Keys died aged 20, in early 
March, only 3 weeks after arriving home. His will, dated only one 
week after his enlistment, nominated his father as the sole 
beneficiary. !
At his father’s wish, Joseph Charles Keys was buried in Sorrento 
Cemetery. Posthumously he was awarded the 1914-1915 Star, the 
British War Medal and the Victory Medal. Joseph Charles Keys’ 
name is located at panel 130 in the Commemoration area at the 
Australian War Memorial. ! !
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 Joseph Keys’ Grave &               
Flanders Poppies  

      Sorrento Cemetery  
 November 2013 !

Joseph Keys had an older 
brother Alfred Edward 
(Tom) who also served in 
the A.I.F. in W.W.1 and 
was wounded at Gallipoli 
and France. Alfred rose to 

the rank of Captain and was mentioned in dispatches for 
conspicuous service at the front. He returned home after the war, 
married and had a daughter. !
Yes! The Flanders poppies still blow upon the far off killing fields in 
France and Belgium. Closer to home, if you visit the Sorrento 
Cemetery any time in the month of November, you may be lucky to 
find them in full bloom upon the grave of Private 3411, Joseph 
Charles Keys.                                        

Peter Munro !
 [Editor’s Note: A copy of brother Tom’s vivid account of his 
Gallipoli experiences, sent to their father, can be viewed by visitors 
to the Anzac Display at the Sorrento Museum.] 
SOURCES 

• Commonwealth of Australia. National Archives of Australia.  
• Service Record NAA: B2455, Service Number 3411 KEYS J C. 
• Commonwealth of Australia. National Archives of Australia 
• MT297/14 KEYS J/C Service Number 3411 
• Will of deceased person. 
• Australian War Memorial, Roll of Honour. 
• Australian War Memorial, Official History, 38th Australian Infantry 

Battalion  
• Photographs: Peter Munro !
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!!
MAJOR JAMES WELCH 

!
In 1964 James Welch 

was posted to the 

Officer Cadet School in 

Portsea where he served 

as Administrator for 

three years. During this 

time he became 

interested in the history 

of his environment – 

Point Nepean itself, the 

Quarantine Station area, the wild life and the buildings as well 

as the older buildings in Sorrento - but experienced great 

difficulty in sourcing information. This led him to attend the 

meeting of persons interested in the formation of an historical 

society based in Sorrento on 2nd March 1965. He became a 

foundation member of the Nepean Historical Society. 

After only five months the first president Cr F. Stynes resigned 

due to pressure of work and in August 1965 Maj.J.H. Welch 

became President. The three years of his presidency were the 

formative years of the Society and saw the publication of The 

Peninsula Story the next year and the opening of the museum 

in September 1967. He was passionate about the need for a 
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repository to which local people could donate interesting 

artefacts and photographs and the Society became a focal 

point for the collection of memorabilia in the area. In the 

course of his duties at Point Nepean he was fortunately able 

to save from destruction various documents, ledgers, etc. 

which are now in our archives and are invaluable for the study 

of the Quarantine Station. 

His personal research led him to join the National Trust, the 

Mornington Peninsula Preservation Society and Wildflower 

groups. His thirst for history was prodigious. He collected bits 

of information from a wide range of libraries in Australia, the 

UK and USA and picked the brains of a variety of people. 

Some of the data from the Baillieu family was in the form of 

slides which he would project on to his kitchen wall in the 

evenings and then laboriously record in long hand. Eventually 

his notes ended up as a huge manuscript which was edited by 

members of the NHS and went through eight drafts until it 

was published by the Society in 1969 with the aid of a 

government grant. Hell to Health –The History of Quarantine 

at Port Phillip Heads 1852 – 1966 remains a valuable resource 

in our library and bookshop. 

In recognition of his contribution to local history James Welch 

was awarded life membership of the Society. He died in 2012 

at the age of 86 years. 

                                                          Bergliot Dallas  July 2015 
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COLLECTION and DISPLAY NEWS 

!
Thanks to the determined research of Murray Adams, the 
Shire Digitisation Officer, we now know the story behind our 
long held military uniform. At our June meeting he gave a 
terrific digital presentation describing his research path.  !
Murray learnt that it is a pre WW1 Edward VII Royal Australian 
Artillery jacket and was worn by John Leyden at Point 
Nepean. Two descendants were present to share the 
revelations. Leyden, but more especially his wife Catherine, 
had a long association with Sorrento. The RAA’s Collection 
Manager Kevin Browning and Keith Glyde, former gunner and 
long-time member, helped Murray’s research and donated a 
button to replace one lost. The full story now accompanies 
the uniform on display, !
Shipwreck stories - a Special Donation:  Returning to the 
museum (after a little trip to Kakadu and a marvellous Ghan 
excursion from Darwin) I found four very special objects, 
generously donated by Sandra King and family. !
Two are solidly beautiful wooden ship’s stools from the ship 
Petriana. This ship sank west of Cheviot Bay attempting to 
enter the Heads on a foggy morning in November 1903. This 
sinking was historically and socially significant for two reasons. 
Firstly, Petriana was a bulk oil carrier and this was Victoria’s 
first major petroleum oil spill. The ‘foul smelling’oil coated the 
beaches in and outside Port Phillip for months.  
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Secondly, a national controversy arose because many of the 
crew were Asian, and, under the then White Australia Policy, 
were forbidden to land. These Asian crew were trans-shipped 
on a Japanese steamer two days later once it was realised the 
ship was too badly damaged to be salvaged. But, like the oil 
smell, the media debate about the crew’s treatment continued 
for months.  Source: Wrecks on the Reef, Heritage Victoria !
The other pieces, from the Sierra Nevada wrecked 
near London Bridge in 1900, are a lovely carved name plate 
and a bucket in excellent condition. These two pieces will join 
other Sierra Nevada objects on her companion way in our 
Maritime Display. Debris from this wreck was piled waist-
high on the beach.     

Joy Kitch   
Display & Collection Co-ordinator      !

!
!

Congratulations ………  

to President Judy Walsh and the Mornington 
Peninsula National Trust who celebrated their 30th 
Anniversary at a very pleasant lunch and recital at 
Beleura House & Garden, Mornington on 25th June. 

!
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COMING EVENTS 

!
Our meetings are held on the first Friday of the month             

at 8pm in the Mechanics’ Institute                                                     
Corner of Melbourne & Ocean Beach Roads Sorrento                   

Free and open to all  -  Tea or Coffee afterwards by donation                                                                                                                            
If you would like to join us for dinner prior to meetings                      

at 6.15 pm at Via Sorrento, 77 Ocean Beach Road, Sorrento.                        
please email admin@nhs.asn.au or ring 5984 0255 by 12 noon on 
the day before the meeting - if no answer please leave a message. !

Saturday September 5th, at the Museum at 2 pm,  
A Special Event for Members & Invited Guests! 

The Society Celebrates the 50th Anniversary of its foundation 
in 1965 with a nostalgic display and DVD, Speakers including 
Prof. Weston Bate, former Secretary Don Ewart and four past 
Presidents, and a delicious afternoon tea.                         
Please note: the Friday 4th September meeting is cancelled !
Friday October 2nd, at the Museum at 8 pm,   

Annual General Meeting.  Notice p.2 
Speaker: Carl Cowie, CEO, Mornington Peninsula Shire,  
after his first year in office. !
Saturday-Sunday October 10th-11th  1.30 - 4,30pm  

Free museum entry for Seniors      
! ! ! ! !
Friday November 6th, at the Museum, at 8 pm. 
Speaker: David Pickering from Museum Victoria   
who will give us the latest news on investigations into the 
fossilized giant wombat found locally last year. 
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PROMOTIONAL STREET STALLS 

!
The winter months have been so severe that we have 

cancelled two of our scheduled stalls. The proceeds from the 

remaining stalls have certainly dropped, but considering the 

fewer numbers of people around on Saturday mornings they 

have remained relatively successful. Proceeds from four stalls 

amount to over $1968.                                                                                                                     

Jams remain popular but we have many requests for our 

chutney. Book sales vary and card sales are poor despite their 

excellent quality.                                                                                                                                                       

As well as fund raising, our objective is promotion of the 

Society and Museum. If you are able to help for two hours on 

any of the coming stalls please call Suzanne Ewart 5984 3905.                                                                                                                                                 

             Coming Stalls              

                                                                                                                                       

Sorrento          Blairgowrie 
August 1st             August 22nd                                                                                                            

September 12th                      September 26th                                                                                         

October 3rd                           October 17th 

                                                                                                        

      Friday September 25th,                                           

Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings, Rosebud.                                       

Any willing helpers email yvonnewatson@bigpond.com  
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!!
NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

!
Office Bearers of the Society 2014-2015 

!
PRESIDENT: Joy Kitch 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Glenn Whipp 

SECRETARY & ARCHIVIST: Doreen Parker 

DISPLAYS & COLLECTION COORDINATOR: Joy Kitch 

TREASURER: Yvonne Watson 

COMMITTEE: Marie Clark, Jenny Nixon, Clive Smith, 

Janet South, Val Stieglbauer 

!
!
!

 The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the
support of : 
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NOMINATION FORM  
[Nepean Historical Society] !

I, 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
being a member of the Nepean Historical Society do nominate !
……………………………………………………………………………… 
for election to the position of  !
……………………………………………………………………..………… 
at the Annual General Meeting to be held on the  
2nd day of October 2015 !
Signed ……………………………………………………………………… !
Date ……………………………………………………………………….. !
I, ……………………………………………………………………………  
being a member of the Society do second such nomination. !
Signed ……………………………………………………………………… !
Date …………………………………………..…………………………… !
I, ……………………………………………………………………………. 

hereby Accept such nomination. !
Signed ……………………………………………………………………… !
Date  ……………………………………………………………………… !
N.B. Proposer, Seconder and Nominee must be financial members of NHS 
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!
PROXY FORM 

[Nepean Historical Society] 
 If you are unable to attend the meeting but wish to nominate a 
proxy please complete and return your nomination to the Secretary, 
Nepean Historical Society, P.O. Box 139, Sorrento, 3943 by Thursday 
1st October or give to the Chairperson prior to the start of the 
meeting. !

Appointment of Proxy for  
Annual General Meeting !

I, 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
being a member of the Nepean Historical Society and entitled to 
vote hereby appoint 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

being a member of the Association and entitled to vote, as my 
proxy to vote for me and on my behalf at the Annual General  
meeting of the Association to be held on 2nd October 2015 and at 
any adjournment of that meeting.                                                !
……………………………………………………………………………. 
My proxy is authorised to vote on my behalf at his/her discretion in 
favour of or against resolution(s)  on notice that may be put to the 
meeting  !
Signed ……………………………………………………………………… !
Date ………………………………………………………………………… 
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