
CHAPTER XX1 
THE FEINTS OF AUGUST ~ T H  

UNTIL the approach of the actual hour-4.30 a.m. on 
August 7th-for which the frontal attack on Baby 700 was 
provisionally ordered, it was not clear whether the operation 
was to form part of a main attack delivered in conjunction 
with a force descending from Chunuk Bair upon the enemy’s 
rear, or was to be merely a feint to aid the New Zealanders in 
attaining Chunuk Bair. If it was to be a feint, unassisted by 
any movement against the enemy’s rear, the task would be one 
of portentous difficulty. 
As Birdwood and Skeen 
had themselves written,’ 
“ an unaided attack ” 

across The Nek against 
Baby 700 was “almost 
\lopeless.” 

Besides the co-opera- 

. , .. -- - 

movement by which the 
assault on Baby 700 was to be assisted ; a simultaneous attack 
was to be delivered from Quinn’s. Moreover Chauvel, who 
had been given discretion to decide whether further help 
should be rendered by a simultaneous assault from Pope’s 
against the Chessboard, had determined that this also should 
be undertaken. These attacks in their turn were to be 
strengthened by the capture of German Officers’ Trench, 
farther south, by the 6th Battalion of the 1st Australian 
Division. This last operation, by suppressing the enfilading 
machine-guns, should facilitate both the assault at Quinn’s and 
also that projected, but subsequently abandoned, against 
Johnston’s Jolly. Walker and White had desired the attack 
on German Officers’ to be made sitnultaneously with the 
operations which it was intended to assist; but Birdwood had 
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decided that it should be delivered earlier, preferably at 
midnight. 

The 
main one was German Officers’ Trench proper, shaped like a 
horseshoe running round the northern and central part of 
the knuckle; the other was a single length of trench dug along 
a fold on the southern side of the spur and connected with 
German Officers’ Trench by a single communication trench 
resembling the shaft of the 
letter “ T.” This subsidiary 
work, like the abandoned 
trench on the northern side 
of the knuckleS and many 
others round Anzac, was 
known as “ Snipers’ Trench.” 
As it was overlooked by the 
enemy on the Jolly, Walker 
ordered that it should not be 
permanently held, but should 
merely be raided and cleared. 
On the other hand, German 
Officers’ Trench itself was to be taken and garrisoned. The 
assault was to be made by 400 men, assisted by the previous 
explosion of several mines beneath, or almost beneath, the 
northern end of the trench. Walker and White, who them- 
selves were engaged in elaborating the scheme of attack 
on Lone Pine, left much of the planning of the operation to 
Brigadier-General Forsyth-an Australian regular soldier 
now in command of the 2nd Brigade-closely supervising his 
detailed arrangements. Forsyth chose for the attack the 
6th Battalion, now under the youthful commander who had 
led it at Helles, Lieutenant-Colonel H .  G. Bennett, and with 
him and the brigade-major, Jess, worked out the scheme. 

It has been mentioned 
that the Australian front facing German Officers’ was protected 
by an underground firing line of which the roof had not 
yet been opened, but had instead been thinned so that anyone 
passing over would fall through. This line, though forming 
an excellent protection against assault by the Turks, would 

German Officers’ Ridge contained two distinct works. 

The problem was highly difficult. 
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also throw into confusion any Australian attack which 
attempted to cross it, at any rate by night. I t  would, of 
course, have been possible to turn the whole forward line 
into an oDen trench. But this would almost certainly have 
made the enemy anticipate 
that an attack was immi- 
nent. Moreover, since the 
forward line was in parts 
only twenty yards from 
that of the enemy, it would 
have created another 
position, in which bombing, 
such as was normal a t  
Quinn’s, would have been 
constant. It was therefore 
decided that the attack 
should be delivered from 
the underground line, the bays of which were to be opened 
up after dark by the first line of the troops which were to 
make the attack. It was considered that this course, besides 
being the least objectionable, would possess two positive 
advantages. Not only would the assault have in parts only 
twenty yards to go, but the underground line in which the 
troops would assemble would be free from enemy shell-fire? 
whereas the old firing line at Steele’s and MacLaurin’s Hill 
was not only much exposed to the view of the enemy, but 
was also the most heavily shelled sector of the Anzac front. 

Orders were therefore drafted that the attacking troops 
should be formed up in the underground line in two bodies- 
one of 300 (subdivided into covering party, main party, and 
parties to block communication trenches) opposite German 
Officers’ itself, and another of IOO opposite Snipers’ Trench. 
The crust of earth over the recesses was to be broken down 
by the fifty men who would afterwards form the covering 
party, this work beginning at  7.30 p.m. simultaneously with 
a demonstration by the 8th Battalion, the noise of which 
would presumably cover any tell-tale sound or movement. 

I t  was not claimed that the shallow tunnels would be impenetrable to high. 
explosive shells: but they were hidden. and therefore did not afford targets; they 
were also too close to the enemy’s line to bs safely bombarded by his guns. 
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The brigade orders for the operation had already been issued, 
11 hen the commander of the 1st Field Company warned General 
Forsyth that he feared lest part of the roof o f  the underground 
line might be shaken down by the explosions of the mines, 
the first of which was to contain ZOO lb. of explosive-a 
charge which at Anzac was considered a heavy one. Forsyth 
still adhered to the plan by which the covering party of infantry 
was to enter the tunnels early in the evening, break the crust, 
and garrison tlie openings ; but he now arranged that it should 
be withdrawn for a few minutes at  the time of each explosion, 
and that the rest of the attacking troops should not begin 
to assemble in the tunnels until after the last mine had been 
fired. The last mine would therefore have to be exploded 
sufficiently early to allow the infantry to move through the 
galleries and take up its proper stations in the underground 
line before midnight. 

In order to ascertain the time likely to be occupied in 
assembling, a complete rehearsal was carried out by the 
attacking parties during the afternoon of August 6th. I t  was 
found that all were in their positions in less than ten minutes. 
The brigadier consequently assumed that, i f  he doubled the 
time and allowed twenty minutes, this should be ample for 
the operation. I t  was therefore ordered that the first mine 
should be fired at 11 p.m., the second at 11.30, and the third 
at 11.40.' The motive for this arrangement was the hope 
that the first mine would cause the enemy to fill his trenches, 
but that the second, or at any rate the third, would make him 
wary of repeating that process. 

At the hour of the Lone Pine attack, Steele's Post was 
sharply bombarded by the enemy's 6-inch howitzer and 
75's which were normally laid upon that post,' and the old 
firing line was severely damaged; at 7.30 p.m. Forsyth 
informed Walker that, unless this howitzer could be silenced, 
the attack on Gernian Officers' would be delayed. The rear 
trenches were also being bombarded with a comparatively 
new missile, the Turkish rocket-bomb.6 The sharp fire of - 

'These mines were in tunnels DZIA,  D ~ B .  and DJII  The third mine appears 

' S e e  #fi. 341-4. 
to have been a double one. The tunnels are shown in map facing p. 590. 

More commonly known at Anzac as " broomstick-bombs." 
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guns and bombs did not cease, but continued into the night, 
breaking out with renewed intensity after each of the three 
mine-explosions. I t  was observed that the explosions were 
followed by rifle and machine-gun fire from the Turkish 
Quinn’s and the Jolly-the enemy’s flanking posts protecting 
German Officers’-and also from Mortar Ridge beyond i t ;  but 
the enemy in German Officers’ itself, probably frightened by 
the explosions, did not fire. This gave rise to the hope that 
the garrison had been shaken and perhaps withdrawn, if not 
destroyed by the mines. After the firing of each mine the 
underground trenches at Steele’s were examined to ascertain 
if they had been blocked by falling earth. Slight repairs were 
effected by a working party. 

The mines, however, seem to have caused them no damage. 
On the other hand, the enemy’s bombardment had half -filled 
part of the trenches at Steele’s with d6bris; and when, after 
the third explosion, the assault-parties of the 6th began to 
file through them into the pitch-dark tunnels on their way to 
the underground firing line, they found the galleries in front 
of one of the companies almost 
completely shaken down blocked by the heavy with shell- earth ?tf= 
fire which had followed the last 
mine.‘ The troops were further 

old line,* as well as by the O 

complete darkness of the 
tunnels. At the afternoon 
rehearsal a faint daylight had r u n n ~ e / 0 7 b e / 0 ~ ~ b ~  d/hg  eWLh 
filtered into the tunnel-mouths, ShOWn fhus-+ O m f  ~ M S - - <  

and its absence affected the 
plans more seriously than had been anticipated. The 6th 
consisted largely of young reinforcements, who were not suffi- 
ciently experienced to cope intelligently with every obstacle 
or to pass back information as to its nature. Consequently, 
when a line of men moving through the subterranean ways was 
held up, it was often impossible for an officer to discover the 

delayed by the bombardment 0 l--,<* 

which was still falling on the .vo 4 r- $q 

‘Tunnel D7 wan b l d e d  and D9, apparently, partly 10 

‘At this stage Maj. P. W. Peters (of East Malvern, Vic.) was wounded 
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cause, except by squeezing himself along the narrow tunnel' 
past one invisible figure after another, until he actually reached 
the impediment and ascertained its nature by feeling with his 
hands or body. In that black place the movement of a whole 
line could be held up by any youngster whose resolution failed 
him and who waited for orders; until an officer reached the 
spot it was uncertain whether the obstacle was real or 
imaginary; sometimes even then he could make sure of nothing 
but that he had squeezed past the leader of a line of men 
and that there appeared to be no others ahead of him. There 
was no alternative but to keep the troops on the move through 
the unblocked tunnels, while the company whose galleries had 
been barred was gradually drafted in through other passages. 
But long before all parties had reached their stations, the hour 
for the attack had come and gone. 

As no report of the assault reached the 2nd Brigade Head- 
quarters, where the brigadier and his staff were waiting for 
news, an order was sent at 12.30 to Colonel Bennett either to 
attack at  once or to explain the reason for the delay. As a 
matter of fact Bennett had determined not to send forward 
the attack until his whole force was in position. In the recesses 
or bays of the underground firing line opposite German 
Officers' there should be Major Daly and the fifty men who 
were to rush past German Officers' and take up a covering 
position fifty yards farther down the slope. With them 
should be parties under Lieutenants Jacksonlo and Hall'l to 
block the communication trenches on either flank. In  the 
galleries immediately in rear of these troops was to be the 
main party-250 men under Captain Prisk, the most trusted 
of Bennett's subordinates, and an excellent leader of men both 
in and out of a fight. Finally, in a separate length of the 
underground line farther south were to be Captain Yeoman" 
and 100 men to attack Snipers' Trench. At about 12.30 
Bennett had satisfied himself that at any rate the parties 
destined for German Officers' were in position; and a t  12.35, 

* Only three feet wide. 
t0Lieut. A. C. H .  Jackson: 6th Bn. Bank clerk: of Melbourne; b. Hawthorn, 

Lieut. R A. Hall: 6th Bn. Commercial traveller: of Kew, Vic.: b. Battersea, 

"Capt. J. S. Yeoman; 6th En. Photographer; of East Malvern, Vic.: b. 14 March, 

V I C ,  1888 Died of wounds, g Aug.. 1915. 

, London, 8 Oct., 1891. 

1885. 
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before the order from brigade headquarters reached him, he 
gave the signal for the attack. 

Officers and men began immediately to climb out of the 
newly-opened recesses. There were only twenty-one of these 
bays, and though the actual openings to the surface were wide 
enough for four men or even more to emerge at once, the steps 
up to each bay from the tunnel would permit only one to pass 
at a time. As the leading troops began to clamber into the 
open, fire was opened on them from German Officers', twenty 
yards distant, and also from either flank. Men began to be 
hit at once, some of them before they had left the recesses. 
Captain Prisk, squeezing past one or two men who were 
blocking a recess, pushed his way on to the surface, where, 
about the width of a tennis-court away, a line of rifles was 
blazing like a fire along the whole front of German Officers' 
Trench. He  was at  once hit through both arms.lS Lieutenant 
Hall was wounded. Lieutenant Spargo" is said to have 
reached or approached the enemy's trench ; he was never seen 
again. The surface of No-Man's Land was also being swept 
by rifle-fire from Mortar Ridge and by machine-guns in the 
Turkish Quinn's and the Jolly. Of the troops who were 
following to support, at  best only a succession of scattered men 
could scramble from the narrow openings; and when those who 
were hit fell back into the holes, blocking the passage of others 
trying to emerge, the fate of the attack was sealed. Those 
who had advanced unsupported either fell back or were killed. 
The wounded were dragged through the openings into the 
tunnels. Over their bodies some of the men, who had been 
waiting below crushed against the wall, scrambled to the 
surface, urged by their leaders to make further attempts. 
But only a dozen could start at a time, and these were mostly 
wounded-often in several places-by machine-gun fire almost 
before they left the trench. For the rest, in the confusion 
and pitch dark of the tunnels some of the young troops were 
difficult to stimulate to further onrushes. 

The enemy The attack thus came quickly to a standstill. 
"Though very severely wounded, Prisk made his way to Bennett and reported 

*' Lieut E B Spargo; 6th Bn. Clerk; of Malvern, VIC.; b. Brunswick, Vic , 
the failure. 

16 Aug., 1888. Killed in action, 7 Aug., 1915. 
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in German Officers’ happened to be comparatively well-rested 
troops of the 72nd Arab Regiment, which had relieved the 
1/57th that afternoon; and if at  the northern end they were 
temporarily shaken by the mine-explosions-which were 
nevertheless not so severe as had been expected-they had had 
ample time to recover, and had evidently been manning the 
trench in great strength, waiting for an assault. At about 
I o’clock General Forsyth, being informed by Bennett of the 
failure and its cause, passed on the report to divisional 
headquarters. The news came as an unwelcome surprise to 
Walker and White, who at first suspected that the failure 
was due to bad management by the local staff. As the 
capture of German Officers’ was urgently required in view 
of the other impending operations, Walker at  1.10 ordered 
that the 6th Battalion should be at once reorganised and the 
attempt repeated. 

Accordingly Bennett, assisted by the brigade-major, Jess, 
re-formed the parties as best he could in the dark tunnels, now 
more than half-blocked with wounded. The process took 
some time, and to those at divisional headquarters the delay 
appeared almost endless. At 2.20 instructions were sent that 
the new assault should be made by a party of 100 men, to be 
followed by a second, and, if necessary, a third line of the 
same strength. But such a suggestion could only have been 
made by those who failed to visualise the difficulty of 
controlling a body of men at  night in the interior of the 
tunnels. Such a task, awkward under any circumstances, was 
doubly so after the heavy shock just received by the attacking 
troops. The utmost that could be done was to get the men 
n~arshalled in the underground firing line, ready for a single 
rush against German Officers’, no attempt being made on this 
occasion against Snipers’ Trench. 

After more than two hours’ heavy labour the troops were 
again in position, and the signal was given. But nothing had 
been, or could have been, done to change the conditions which 
led to the failure of the first assault. The moon had now 
risen, and the instant the line began to scramble from the 
recesses an intense rifle and machine-gun fire was opened 
upon it. Men were killed or wounded immediately outside the 
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holes, or actually in the openings. A few here or there 
succeeded in running forward, but these were never seen again. 
Among them was Lieutenant Fairc1ough.l6 Although his nerve 
had been severely shaken in the first attack, he had bravely 
assisted Bennett in reorganising the troops, and had then 
charged forward with them. Another leader, Lieutenant 
Jackson, stood outside the trench and, walking up and down, 
beckoned to the men to come forward with him. He  was hit 
first by a bullet and then by a bomb, and was carried back into 
the trenches, but died a few days later. Meanwhile numbers 
of wounded were blocking the passage of their comrades ; and, 
though a few of the latter were again induced to clamber over 
their bodies and start forward in isolated twos and threes, the 
second assault quickly ended as the first had done. 

Jess, who had taken part in marshalling the troops for this 
attack, now explained fully to the brigadier the impracticability 
of the plan. Forsyth passed on this view to General Walker, 
who, however, ordered him to go in person to the trenches 
and promptly organise a third attempt. Thereupon Bennett, 
realising the effort to be hopeless, contemplated leading out 
the assault himself. But in the meantime Major Glasfurd, 
who had been sent from divisional headquarters to investigate, 
appears to have confirmed Jess's report. Walker therefore 
consulted the corps commander, and, it being then past the 
hour for the assault on Baby 700 and Quinn's, to which that on 
German Officers' was subsidiary, Birdwood decided that it was 
inadvisable to repeat the attempt. 

The assault upon German Officers' had cost the 6th 
Battalion 80 killed and 66 wounded. It had failed chiefly 
because the assault at Lone Pine, the mine-explosions, and 
the necessarily slow exit of the assaulting party from the 
tunnels had given ample warning to the Turks. Moreover 
the enemy, both opposite Steele's and at other parts of the line, 
had been kept watchful by " demonstrations " arranged so 
as to give him the false impression that the chief attack was 
at Anzac and thereby to cover the columns advancing to the 
north. In addition, the practicability of an attack from the 

"Lieut R T Fairclough, 6th Bn. Farmer, of Melhourne, b Stawell. V K ,  
1884. Killed in action. 7 A U K ,  1915 
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underground line by night, and the necessity of widening 
tunnels and passages, had not received from the staff quite the 
same consideration which was devoted to plans for the more 
important operation at  Lone Pine. 

The most serious result of the failure was that at  4.30- 
when, “ unless orders are given to the contrary,” the assaults 
from Russell’s Top, Pope’s, and Quinn’s were to be delivered- 
tlre machine-guns at  German Officers’ which enfiladed all those 
positions, but especially Quinn’s, were still unsubdued. When 
the hour for these difficult enterprises was approaching, 
Birdwood and Skeen, who had been in anxious communication 
with Godley throughout the night, knew that both Monash’s 
brigade on the extreme left and the Indians in rear of it were 
still far from their respective objectives. But it was known 
that the New Zealand mounted rifles and infantry had by a 
heroic effort seized the lower part of Rhododendron, well on 
the way to the most important goal, Chunuk Bair; and 
Birdwood and Skeen pictured the New Zealand infantry 
struggling upwards near that height in performance of the last 
stage of this difficult task. Success in that operation was 
vital, and they had there- 
fore no hesitation in order- The Nek Baby Chunuk Chessboard 

assist it. ‘‘It  is not the 
ing any action which could 

light horse I am anxious 
about,” said Skeen half-an- 
hour later, when the fight- 

“ I ing was at  its height. 
think they will be all right. 
What I hope is that they , ,  .. - 

will help the New Zea- ACTUAL POSITION 

landers.” Consequently the 
operations against Baby 700, Pope’s, and Quinn’s were allowed 
to be launched at  the hour provisionally fixed. 

But it will be seen that neither the taking of Chunuk 
Rair nor that of German OfficersJ-the two conditions which 
were to precede the attacks on Baby 700 and the neigh- 
bouring posts-had come to pass when the decision was 
made. At the crucial moment all notion of “converging 
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attacks,” to be delivered simultaneously from Russell’s upon 
the enemy’s front and from Chunuk Bair upon his rear, had 
vanished. The operation 
was now a simple frontal 
assault, designed to draw 
the Turkish forces to the 
head of Monash Valley 
and so to assist the New 
Zealand infantry during 
the critical hour when it 
was approaching the 
summit of the ridge. * , ,, _-- - 

The actual storming of 
the Turkish trenches on 
The Nek and on Baby 
700 beyond it was to be made by the 3rd Light Horse 
Brigade. Simultaneously the 1st Light Horse Brigade, 
then holding Pope’s and Quinn’s, was to seize with its 1st 
Regiment a part of the Chessboard and with its 2nd a sector 
of the Turkish Quinn’s. Of these attacks, all difficult opera- 
tions, that upon Baby 700 was by far  the most important. 
The troops from Russell’s Top were to be launched over the 
narrowing Nek to capture, first the several enemy trenches 
defending it, and immediately afterwards the maze of saps, 
about sixty in all, which seamed the front and both sides of 
the hill. If all the Turkish trenches 
were manned, the task would be absurdly 

would be occupied heavily, if at  all, and 

beyond the power of the troops. But the 
light horse staff did not expect that 
any but the foremost Turkish lines 

the gigantic task was therefore con- 
fidently dealt with in the orders issued 
by the brigadier. Since the hillcrest dnIac trenches- 
along which the lines must first charge Tur&rsS/, . .. 

was a narrowing one between steep ‘ntmieddtack- 
gullies, the number of men in each 
line was limited to 150. Two regiments of the 3rd Brigade, 
the 8th (Victoria) and loth (Western Australia) were to 
undertake the main task, four lines, two from each regiment, 

ktxh W h r c h h M b m  knnmk- 
I N T E N D E D  POSITION 

T~~ Nek Baby 

33 
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following one another in quick succession The first line was 
to seize the Turkish trenches on The Nek ;Is the second was to 
pass over them and take the nearer saps on Baby 700 ; the third 
would capture the farther trenches; the fourth, coming 
up with picks and shovels, would either fight or dig as 
required. The 8th Cheshire would then come over The 
Nek and help to consolidate ; and, when once the trenches 
on The Nek had been secured, two companies of the 8th 
Royal Welch Fusiliers would climb up the western branch 
of Monash Valley, and from its head attack the nearer 
Turkish positions of the Chessboard, thus guarding the 
flank of the troops charging over The Nek, and eventually 
connecting with the assault of the 1st Regiment froni 
Pope’s. The troops were warned in orders that the garrison 
maintained by the enemy in his trenches appeared of late to 

The actual orders were:- 

“ 8 t h  L H. 1st Line.-First line will consist of troops already in fire-trencher 
and saps On a given signal, silently and without rifle-fire, it will rush The Nek 
( A i )  and with bayonet and bomb engage the enemy, taking possession of the flank, 
communicating and advanced trenches (A9, As. A8, AI ] ) ,  paying special attention 
to the machine-guns. which must be sought for and rushed. and to the trenches 
overlooking the cliff north of The Nek and to tbose on the southern flank of same. so 
I S  to prevent flank interposition by the enemy-mine fuses and ‘phone wires to be 
sought for and cut. 

I ‘  8th L.H. 2nd Line -Second line (already on banquette) will imniediately 
follow. Jumping advanced trenches (already engaged by first line) it will sweep 
on and attack supporting and subsidiary trenches (AIa, C I ,  C4). Its action will 
be forward, ignoring trenches behind, but accounting for those to right and left 
( C 6 4  B I ,  Bz. B3). Bayonet and bomb without fire 

Note.-As soon as first line bas moved from our trenches. second line will take 
the position vacated in order to make room for third line. In passing over inter- 
vening space officers will take post in the ranks so as not to make themselves a 
conspicuous target 

‘‘ loth L.H. 3rd Line.-Having moved up communicating trenches, third line 
will in like manner he prepared and follow on at once. Its objective will be the next 
line of trenches (Ca, C3, C5, C7, C8) and, if possible. Z. Y, CIO, C I I ,  to CIZ-13.  
With bomb and bayonet only. the enemy will be driven back and out without turning 
back, and avenues blocked. Once in the trenches, the enemy will not be able to-make 
effective use of his machine-guns. When the extreme limit of advance has been 
reached the gain must be made good and ssfe sxninst machincgun fire and against 
counter-attack. Here fourth line plays its part. 

“ 10th L.H. 4th Line.-Fourth line will in like manner follow and act in 
concert with a and 3. Every second 
man will carry digging tools in the proportion of one pick to two shovels. It IS 
impossible to define precisely what this line may be called upon to do. This must 
of necessity depend upon the progress of its predecessors. It may have to down 
tools and assist. but it must make every effort to join up with third line and 
block the approaches. 

(The capital letters and figures refer ‘9, Turkish trenches which were thus 
marked on the British maps. were centres or junctions of several 
trenches ) 

It must endeavour to join up with the latter. 

This is  its r61e.” 

Y ” and ’‘ 2 
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be “not  light,” that machine-guns were believed to exist in 
five positions,1’ all commanding the 
approach to The Nek, and that the 
fighting might disclose others. The 
five suspected gun-positions were 

tion of one,’* were all ZOO yards or 
more beyond the Turkish front. They 
could not therefore be seized and Russellj lop pope” 
silenced at  the first rush; but it was A ~ Z ~ C  trenches- 
stated in the light horse orders that k h s h  . * 

the attacking troops would have “ the  =$%4 
full  assistance of naval guns and high- 
explosive fire from the full strength of our howitzer and 
other guns.” When once the main attack was completed, it 
should not be necessary for troops to expose themselves by 
passing over The Nek, since there had been already driven 
under No-Man’s Land two shallow tunnels,le which, as soon 
as the assault started, were to be converted into avenues of 
communication. 

The two light horse regiments were in no way dismayed 
at  their task. Had they possessed previous experience of 
pitched battle. it is improbable that they would have faced 
so light-heartedly the prospect of attacking, along a high and 
exposed causeway, this hill, protected as it was by trenches 
eight deep and by well-posted flanking machine-guns. But 
the 3rd Light Horse Brigade had never yet seen any important 
offensive,zo and its troops accepted as almost certain the success 
of the big scheme, in which their attack was only a small part. 
They had so far experienced only the Anzac trench-warfare- 
eleven weeks of trench-digging and water-carrying ; and when 
the orders for the attack arrived, all ranks became eager with 
the anticipation that within a few days they would have burst 

Nek Y2 Jdq 
widely scattered, and, with the excep- q?!$fPi ’;*=‘---- 

17 The orders issued by the staff of the 3rd L.H. Bde. stated: ‘‘ There are supposed 
to he machine-guns in E8, E6. C6.4. and most probably at Y and Z. 

“This was l a o  yards from the enemy trench at The Nek. The gun fired across 
the head of Monash Valley. 

u During the night preceding the attack one of the deeplevel tunnels came 
within a few feet of one of the enemy’s workings. A small charge was therefore 
exploded which appears to have destroyed the Turkish tunnel. The shallow tunnels 
ahovemehtioned belonged to a different system, running in places within less than 
a foot of the surface. 

= I t  had some experience of minor operations, the 8th and 9th Regts having 
defeated the 18th Turkish Rest.’$ attack at The Nek on June 3 0 ,  and +he 10th 
having seen fighting at Quinn’r 
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through the hitherto impassable trenches and would be moving 
through the green and open country. The prospect filled them 
with a longing akin to home-sickness. Four days before the 
attack, possibly in mistaken pursuance of an order which was 
cancelled in the case of other troops, their tunics were taken 
from them and they were left practically without clothes except 
their shirts, short pants, and puttees in which to fight.*l The 
order of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade was: 

Shirt sleeves, web equipment, helmets, 200 rounds, field dressing 
pinned right side inside shirt, gas helmet, full waterbottle, 6 biscuits, 2 
sandbags (4 periscopes per each line and gas sprayers to be carried by 
fourth line), wire cutters, rifle (unloaded an2 uncharged), bayonet 
fixed.22 
Men and officers were ordered to stow what they could of 
their spare kit into their packs for storage. Most of the men 
crammed into some corner among their clothes certain 
specially-treasured mementoes-a fragment of Turkish shell, 
some coins bought of a prisoner, a home letter, a photograph 
or two. There was no chance of taking such treasures with 
them; they expected to bivouac cn the open hills. The nights 
being cold, many obtained little sleep after their tunics had 
been taken away. But such was the excitement of anticipation 
that nothing could depress them. A number who were really 
too ill for fightingz8 hid their sickness from the medical officer 
ic order to avoid being sent away. Others-like Sergeant 
Gollan*’ of the 10th Regiment-though too ill to escape 
observation, successfully begged the doctor to let them stay. 
Others again-like Captain Vernon Piesse26 of the 10th’ 
who had been sent away to the hospital ship on August 2nd- 
contrived to get back from hospital on the eve of the fight. 
Piesse succeeded in rejaining during the night of August 6th. 
“I’d never have been able to stand up again i f  I hadn’t,’’ 
he said. 

In both light horse brigades, on the afternoon of August 
6th- anticipation was raised to a high pitch by the sight of 

See ?I. X I I ,  ,flute I14 
”The helmets were of British pattern, which was generally worn at that 

time in the 3rd L.H. Bde The web equipment was the ordinary belts and pouches 
of the infantry, which had been served out to the light horse in place of their 
own bandoliers. 

ZJ Tpr. G.  E. Womack of the 1st Regt , for example. who. though wretchedly ill. 
managed to hide his sickness. and was subsequently killed in the fight. He belonged 
to Broughton Village, N S W. 

a4 Sgt. J A. Gollan (No 409, loth L.H Regt.). Farmer, of Beverley. W. 
Aust.; b. Norwood, S. Aust.. 1886. Died of wounds, 30 A u g .  1915. 

NCapt. V. F. Piesse; loth L H .  Regt. Farmer and grazier, of Wagin, W. 
Aust : b 2 3  A u g ,  1889 Killed in actit-n, 7 Aug,  1915. 
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the 1st Infantry Brigade attacking at  Lone Pine. For two 
hours the troops on Pope’s and Russell’s Top watched crowd 
after crowd of distant khaki-clothed figures running forward 
into the heart of the Pine and carrying onward that magnificent 
assault; and most of the onlookers had not the least doubt 
that at dawn next morning their own attack upon Baby 700 
would be equally successful. Throughout the night wild bursts 
of rifle-fire were heard, first comparatively close at  hand, then 
more distant, as the other assaulting columns worked into the 
hills. Lastly, a little before day-break, there came, far off and 
faint, a sound as of the bubbling of water in a cauldron. It 
was the rifle-fire at  Suvla. About that time the attacking parties 
of the 8th Light Horse in the trenches on Russell’s Top took 
up the positions from which they were to make the rush. Each 
squadron carried forty-eight bombs, and a reserve of 400 was 
to accompany each line. The first line had two scaling- 
ladders for crossing or clambering out of the deep Turkish 
trenches; and with each line were to go four small red and 
yellow flags, to be erected in captured trenches as a sign to 
the artillery and the staff. Behind the 8th the Ioth, in similar 
kit, assembled in the rearward saps, ready to file into the front 
trenches as soon as the two lines of the 8th had gone forward. 

At 4 o’clock there commenced the “ intensive ” bombard- 
ment which was to precede the attack. All night long 
Phillips’s, Caddy’s, and Bessell-Browne’s field-guns, the New 
Zealand howitzer battery on Anzac Beach, and “ C ” Battery 
o f  the 6gth (British) Howitzer Brigade had each been 
firing single rounds at two-and-a-half minutes’ intervals 
upon the enemy’s trenches at The Nek and the Chessboard. 
The foremost trench at  The Nek, and such trenches in rear 
of it as were on the seaward slope, could only be reached by 
the New Zealand howitzers. The shrapnel of the field-batteries 
was entirely harmless, but the howitzer shells inflicted serious 
loss. Occasionally one would explode actually inside some 
bay crowded with men of the 18th Turkish Regiment-the 
same which had made the desperate attempt of June 3oth, and 
which was still garrisoning The Nek. At frequent intervals 
throughout the night the Turkish infantry, crouching in their 
line, would find maimed and shattered comrades being bundled 
past them along the trenches. The garrison of The Nek was 
thus placed under a heavy nerve-strain. At 4 a ni. the artillery 
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whicli had been engaged in this bombardment, with the 
addition of Trenchard's two mountain-guns, increased its rate 
of fire to four shells a minute. At the same time the guns of 
the supporting warshipsZo opened, concentrating upon Baby 
700 and the trenches immediately below it at  The Nek. At 
4.27 (according to the watches of the artillery) for three 
minutes the batteries increased their fire to an " intensive 'I 

rate. Since the night of May 2nd2' no such bombardment 
had been seen at  Anzac. The front Turkish trench, being 
very close to the Australian, largely escaped the shells, but 
tlie position behind it became an inferno, tlie dark-brown 
dust of the shell-bursts, dimly visible in the grey light, 
rolling in clouds across the face of the hill and shutting out 
all view from any distance. During this bombardment the 
two lines of the 8th Light Horse were waiting in their front 
trench. The trench being a deep one, pegs had been driven 
into the wall for the men to hold, and niches cut for :heir 
feet, so that when the signal came they would be able to spring 
out in a flash. Beside the first line on the fire-step stood the 
second, ready to give the men of the first a " leg-up." Three 
officers, with previously-checked watches, waited at  intcrvals 
along the iront, preparing to give the word for the charge. 
One of these was Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. White,Z8 the com- 
mander of the 8th, formerly a well-known Melbourne business 
man, who had insisted upqn leading the first line of his 
regiment. The chance that such a leader would survive on such 
a day was obviously remote, and White, evidently realising this, 
had gone to the brigade office ten minutes before the start and 
held out his hand to the brigade-major, Antill. " Good-bye." 
he said simply. Two minutes later he was in position with his 
troops, with his eye on the second-hand of his timepiece. The 
men beside him showed no trace of excitement, hitching iip 
their kit, and getting a firm foothold below the parapet. 

For some reason, which will probably never be explained 
the bombardment which was then thundering upon the enemy 
ended-according to one account, "cut short as if by a knife " 

-seven minutes-before the watches on Russell's Top pointed 
"The fire on The Nek was chiefly that of the allotted destroyer, which fired 

well-hut apparently not, until after the attack, at the actual front trench, which 
war dannerously close to the Anzac line 

"See Y o l .  I ;  9. 585. 
"Lieut.-Col A. H. Whit?. Commanded 8th L.H. Regt ,  rgrq / i s .  Malster: of 

Killed in action, 7 Aug , Ballarat and Elsternwick. Vic.: b. Ballarat. g May, 1882. 
1915. 
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to 4.30. The orders to the artillery were clear-that the guns 
were to continue until 4.30, when the land artillery would 
“s top”  and the naval guns continue to fire upon targets 
farther back. There seems little question that there had been 
a mistake in the timing of the watches. Whatever the 
cause, the shelling of the enemy’s forward lines ceased; the 
destroyers began to direct a less intense fire on to some of the 
more distant trenches. The rest of the artillery, according to 
order, became silent. On either flank of Russell’s Top two 
Anzac machine-guns made ready to give covering fire to the 
attack. For three minutes hardly a shot was fired. But 
during that time the Turks, though severely tried by the 
night’s experience, gradually raised their heads and, realising 

-that therk was now no fire at  all upon them, manned their 
trenches two-deep in anticipation of the assault which they 
knew must be imminent. One line seated on the parapet and 
the other standing behind it, they nestled their rifles to their 
shoulders, took aim, and ~ a i t e d . 2 ~  Their machine-guns here 
and there rattled off a dozen shots as they made ready for 
action. A spasmodic rifle-fire began, aimed at  the Australian 
parapet, which was visible twenty to sixty yards away over 
the bullet-riddled stumps of dry bushes. Behind that parapet 
a few of the officers, looking at their watches, were perplexed 
at the sudden cessation of shell-fire. “What  do yoii make of 
it ? ” asked Lieutenant Robinson of Major Redford. “ There’s 
seven minutes to go.” “ They may give them a heavy burst 
to finish,” was the reply. But none came. “Three minutes 
to go,” said Colonel White. Then simply, “ Go!” 

In an instant the first line, all eagerness, leapt over the 
parapet. Facing them, not a stone’s throw away, were 
hundreds of the enemy, lining two-deep their front trench and 
others behind it. The garrison had been reinforced the 
previous afternoon, when the Lone Pine bombardment started, 
the resting battalion of the 18th Regiment having been rushed 
from Mortar Ridge into the trenches. From that moment 
the crowded troops had waited for the attack. Consequently, 
the instant the light horse appeared, there burst upon them 
a fusillade that rose within a few seconds from a fierce crackle 

*This was afterwards minutely described by a Turkish prisoner, who made a 
The space across which 

The 
rough sketch showing how the tiers of fire were obtained. 
the left of the Australian line had to charge is shqwn in Vol X I I .  ghtr 111. 
photograph was taken much later from the Australian trench. 
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into a continuous roar, in which it was Impossible to distinguish 
the report of rifle or machine-gun. Watchers on Pope’s Hill 
saw the Australian line start forward across the sky-line and 
then on a sudden grow limp and sink 
to the earth “ a s  though,” said one 
eye-witness, “ the men’s limbs had 
become string.” As a matter of fact 
many had fallen back into the trench, 
wounded before clearing the parapet. 
Others, being hit when just beyond it, 

tumble over the parapet, thus avoiding trenches- 
the certainty of being hit a second 7i/rk& . ’ ... 

and a third time and killed. Prac- 8Lffattxm9-d 
tically all the rest lay dead five or six 
yards from the parapet. Colonel White had gone ten paces, 
and the two scaling-ladders lay at  about the same distance. 
Every officer was killed, but on the right, near the edge of 
the valley, Private McGarvie and two others survived between 
the bullets as if by a miracle, reached the enemy’s parapet, 
and, since they could effect nothing single-handed against 
two or three tiers of crowded trench-lines, flung themselves 
down outside the Turkish parapet and waited, throwing 
bombs, of which they had a bag full, into the enemy’s 
trench.S0 They eventually crawled on to the slope of Monash 
Valley, where they were in partial shelter. On the other 
flank, near the seaward cliff, Lieutenant WilsonS1 of the 8th 
also reached the enemy’s trench and was seen sitting with his 
back to  the parapet, beckoning to others to come on to him. 
Shortly afterwards he was killed by a bomb from the Turkish 
line. Here and there other individual soldiers had come near 
enough to the enemy’s trench to throw a grenade, for the 
sound of the explosions could be distinguished for half-a- 
minute amid the uproar. But most of those who heard that fire 

managed at  once to crawl back and 

-- 
Pte. hlcGarvie survived the fight. After throwing their bombs the three had 

shouted for more, but the answer came that there were none to give them. Over 
the parapet above them they could see rows of enemy bayonets. 4 s  no support 
reached them after firing a few shots at the enemy’s second trench, which they could 
see, they creit gradually down towards the head of Monash Valley, from which two 
nights later McGarvie succeeded in returning. He had been shot through the ankle, 
and so the other two who were unwounded, arranged that he should start off first. 
As he came in there’was a furious outburst of fire from the enemy, and the other 
two, who never returned, were probably caught by it. (706, Pte. D hfcGarvie. 
8th L H .  Reat. Dairy farmer: of Pomborneit, Vic.. b. Pomborneit, 19 June, 18ga.) 

“Lieut E. G. Wilson; 8th L.H Re@. Grazier. of Warrnambwl, Vic.; h. 
Minehcad. Somerset, Eng.. 7 Aug.. 1892 Killed in h i o n ,  7 Aug, 1 9 1 5 .  
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realised that no attack could survive in it. The sound of bomb- 
ing almost at once ceased. The first line, which had started so 
confidently, had been annihilated in half-a-minute ; and the 
others having seen it mown down, realised fully that when 
they attempted to follow they would be instantly dtstroyed. 
Yet as soon as the first line had cleared the parapet, the 
second took its place, each man with his hand on the starting- 
peg and his foot on the step. The fire which roared 
undiminished overhead made it impossible to hear spoken 
orders. But exactly two minutes after the first had gone, the 
sight of leaders scrambling from the trench showed that the 
sign had been given for the further attack Without hesitation 
every man in the second line leapt forward into the tempest. 

A few survivors of that line afterwards remembered 
passing most of the first, all apparently dead, lying six yards 
in front of its own parapet. The second got a little farther, 
since, after the fight, its dead lay a few yards beyond those 
of the first line. Captain Hore,Ba who was leading on the 
right, where No-Man’s Land was widest, by running as 
fast as he could reached a point fifteen yards from the 
Turkish trenches. There, glancing over his shoulder, he 
perceived that he was the only man moving across the 
bare surface, the rest appearing all 
to have been killed. He flung him- The Nek Baby 
self down at the point which he 700 

had reached. 
the line passed him.** 

None in that part of - 1 7  \,- p-p officers Yet stationed about this in time the trenches observing- on 
Russell’s Top undoubtedly saw, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l l i  T~~ p,,pe~s 
through the haze of dust raised trenches- 
by machine-gun bullets, a small red 7 ~ h d  ’ . 
and yellow flag put up in the Pomt wasseen where flag 

enemy’s front line. I t  was on the 
south-eastern corner of the trench. Who placed it there will 
never be known, but there were almost certainly a few nien of 
the first line who had managed to get into the extreme right of 

Maj (temp. Lieut.-Col.) L. F. S .  Hore. M.C.; Aust. Corps M.G Officer, 1917/18 
Barrister and solicitor; of London and Hobart; h. Murree, India, 5 A u g ,  1870. 
D i d  I Sept., 1935. 

=On the extreme left, where No-Man’s Land was least dangerous. only the heads 
and shoulders of the attacking line being exposed to fire during the first half of 
the journey, some of the leaders of the second line, seeing the men on their right 
fall, flung themselves down, and thus a small proportion of their troops escaped death. 
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the Turkish trench. For ten minutes the flag fluttered behind 
the parapet, and then some unseen agency tore it d o ~ n . ~ ‘  
The fight in that corner was over; it could only have one 
ending. The Australian staff was subsequently told by a 
Turkish soldier, who had been in the front Turkish trench 
at the time and who was afterwards captured, that he Itnew 
nothing of any Australians having entered it alive. “They 
came on very well,” he said, “and three men succeeded in 
reaching the Turkish trenches, falling dead over the parapet 
into the bottom of the trench.” 

These faint evidences are probably all that will ever be 
obtained concerning the incident. But its effects were 
important. After the second line had started, the men of 
the 10th Light Horse (Western Australia), forming the two 
lines which were next to attack, filed into the trenches which 
their predecessors had just left. In addition to the fire which 
had previously swept the parapet, two Turkish 75-mm. field- 
guns were now bursting their shrapnel low over No-Man’s 
Land as fast as they could be loaded and fired. The saps 
were crowded with dead and wounded Victorians who had 
been shot back straight from the parapet and were heing 
carried or helped to the rear. Among the Western Australians, 
who occasionally halted to let them pass, every man assumed 
that death was certain, and each in the secret places of his 
mind debated how he should go to it. Many seem to have 
silently determined that they would run forward as swiftly 
as possible, since that course was the simplest and most 
honourable. besides offering a far-off chance that, if everyone 
did the same, some might at least reach and create some effect 
upon the enemy. Mate having said good-bye to mate, the 
third line took up its position on the fire-step. 

The apparent uselessness of continuing the effort did not 
engender a second’s hesitation in the light horsemen. They 
knew that their operation was a small part of the crucial 
struggle in  the campaign, and, whatever their doubts, they 
could not feel sure that the whole structure of the plan might 
not depend upon their r61e in it. That they should falter, and 
SO possibly “let  down” their mates in the other columns at - - 

“The evidence of the Brigade Signalling Officer, Lieut W. D Oliver (of 
hfclbourne) He saw a man of 
fine physiqie whom he believed to he Sgt. Roger Palmer (of Winchelsea. Vic ) drop 

whose duty was to watch for the flags, is definite 

into the enemy’s trench, and immediately afterwards the flag was waved. 
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a critical nionient, was unthinkable. Certain efforts, however, 
were made by the regimental leaders to discover whether the 
sacrifice was necessary. Major who commanded the 
third line, reported to the regimental commander, Colonel 
Brazier, that success would be impossible. Brazier, who 
during a slight relaxation in the Turkish fire had been able to 
raise a periscope, had himself seen the 8th Regiment lying 
prone i n  front of the trenches, either waiting for a lull in 
the fire or killed. About this time a staff officer from brigade 
headquarters came to him and asked why the third line had 
not gone forward. But Brazier, doubting whether the 
annihilation of additional troops could serve any interest 
except that of the enemy, determined to raise the question, 
as he had full right to do, before allowing that line to start. 
He accordingly at 4.40 went to brigade headquarters, which 
was slightly in rear, and finding there only the brigade-major, 
Colonel Antill, told him what he had seen, and informed hini 
that, in view of the strength of the enemy's fire, the task laid 
upon his regiment was beyond achievement. But Antill, who 
was the main influence in the command of the brigade;'' had 
already received the news that one of the red and yellow flags 
had been seen in the enemy's trench. I t  seemed an urgent 
niatter to support any troops who might have seized part of 
the Turkish line. He  replied, therefore, that the 10th 
Regiment must push on at once. 

I t  was then about 4.45. The roar of small-arms which 
had been called forth by the lines of the 8th had subsided to 
almost complete silence before the third line, formed by the 
Ioth, went out. But as the men rose above the parapet it 
instantly swelled until its volume was tremendous. The TOth 
went forward to meet death instantly, as the 8th had done. 
the men running as swiftly and as straight as they could at  
the Turkish rifles. With that regiment went the flower of the 
youth of Western Australia, sons of the old pioneering 
families. youngsters-in some cases two and three from the 
same home-who had flocked to Perth at the outbreak of 
war with their own horses and saddlery in order to secure 

as Lieut.-Col. T .  J. Todd, C M.G.. D S 0. Commanded loth L.H Regt , I ~ I S / I ~  
3rd L H .  Bde,  temply, 19iY. Accountant: of Subiaco, W. Aust.. and Auckland, 
N Z. .  b. Christchurch, N.Z , 2 March, 1873. Died of illness, 2 3  Jan,  1919.  

'OBirdwood had little confidence in the brigade commander, but. like many 
generals, was averse to removing his subordinate outright, although he endeavoured 
to do so afterwards by invaliding. For any weakness in the brigade command this 
too soft, but very common. course of action must be held responsible 



618 THE STORY OF ANZAC [ i t h  Aug., 1915 

enlistment in a mounted regiment of the A.I.1’. Men known 
and popular, the best loved leaders in sport and work in the 
West, then rushed straight to their death. Gresley Harpers7 
and Wilfred,38 his younger brother, the latter of whom 
was last seen running forward like a schoolboy in a foot-race, 
with all the speed he could compass; the gallant Piesse, who 
had struggled ashore from the hospital ship ; two others, 
who had just received their commissions, Roskams3q and 
Turnbullqo-the latter a Rhodes scholar. Sergeant Gollan, 
who had begged the doctor’s leave to take part, was mortally 
wounded. Captain Hore‘l of the Sth, still crouched far 
out on the summit, waiting to go on with any supporting 
line, did not realise that any such lines started. But as 
he lay he saw two brave men, first one and later another, 
run swiftly past him each quite alone, making straight for the 
Turkish rifles. Each, after continuing past him for a dozen 
yards, seemed to trip and fall headlong. They were undoubtedly 
the remnant of the two lines of the 10th Light Horse. 

After the third line had gone, Colonel Brazier had again 
determined to prevent, if possible, further sacrifice of men. 
Major Scott,’g commanding the fourth line, had reported as 
Todd had done-that the task could not be achieved-and 
Brazier had therefore again referred to Colonel Antill, but was 
ordered to advance. “ A s  the fire was murderous,” wrote 
Brazier afterwards, “ I again referred the matter personally 
to the brigadier (General Hughes), who said to get what men 
I could and go round by Bully Beef Sap and Monash G~illy.” 
While the question of stopping further charges over The Nek 

‘7 Pte. G. Harper (No. 113. loth L.H Regt.). Barrister; of Guildford, W. Aust.; 
b. Guildford, 16 Feb., 1884. Killed in action, 7 Aug., 1915. 

UPte.  W. L. Harper (No. 114, loth L.H. Regt.). Farmer; of Guildford, 
W. Aust.; b. Guildford, 1890. Killed In action. 7 Aug., 1915.  

“Lieut L. J. C. Roskams: 10th L H .  Regt. Farmer; of Kellerberrin, W. Aust.; 
b. Bnstol, Eng., 16 June 1884. Killed In action, 7 Aug., 1915. 

a Lieut. A.  P.  Turnbhl; 10th L.H. Regt. Sqlicitor; of Perth, W. Aust.; b. 
Dardanup W. Aust 18  July, 1888. Killed in action, 7 Aug., 1915 

U I n  fr&t of him,’ as he lay, was the swollen body of a Turk, killed apparently 
on June 30. Hore, who had so far only .been tapped on the shoulder by a bullet, 
crept close into the shelter afforded by this corpse and lay waiting. He could see 
no other living man. It  was useless to go forward; yet he could not stay on 
indefinitely where he was. Probing his conscience to discover his duty as an officer, 
he determined to wait until one of the other lines came up, so that he could go on 
with them. But, though he seemed to wait interminably, no other line came to him. 
A bullet struck bim in the foot, rendering him useless for any further advance. 
He therefore began to edge back, inch by inch, to the Australian line. Refore be 
withdrew, one Australian had crept up to him in No-Man’s Land and asked his 
officer’s advice as to what be should do. Hore told him to make his way back, if 
possible. Hore himself regained the trench, but the other man appears to have 
been killed. 

Maj. J. B. Scott: 10th L H .  Regt. Accountant; of Launceston, Tas and 
Patanning, W. Aust.; b. IIagley, Tas., 4 May, 1873. Killed in action, 8 Oct.,”IgIS 
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and attacking instead frorh a new direction was thus being 
debated, the fourth line had assembled on the fire-step The 
roar of musketry had again died down ; but, as commands could 
not safely be given by word of mouth, the leaders had arranged 
that the sign to advance should be a wave of the hand. Major 
Scott was to give the signal to his troop leaders, and they 
would pass it to their subordinates. It was known to the 
troop leaders, but not to the men, that the stoppage of the 
assault was under discussion, when about 5 . 1 5  a.m. there 
appears ta have come to the right of the line some officer who 
had possibly heard of the first decision of brigade head- 
quarters, and who asked the men why they had not gone 
forward. The incident is obscure, but the impression was 
somehow created that the charge had been ordered. The 
troops on the right at  once leapt out. Instantly there burst 
forth the same tempest of machine-gun fire. As this uproar 
started, Major Scott, waiting near the centre, exclaimed : " By 
God, I believe the right has gone! " The nearest N.C.O's 
looked at  Captain Rowan,'a their troop leader, who signed to 
them to go, at the same time rising himself and waving his 
hand, only to fall back dead from the parapet. His troop 
sergeant, Sanderson," repeated the signal, and the men in the 
centre sprang out. Sanderson's experience in this fourth rush 
has been rec~rded . '~  

The rhododendron bushes had been cut off with machine-gun fire 
and were all spikey. The  Turks were two-deep in the trench ahead. 
There was a t  least one machine-gun on the left and any number in 
the various trenches on the Chessboard. The men who wcre going 
out were absolutely certain that they were going to  be killed, and they 
expected to be killed right away. The thing that struck a man most 
was if he wasn't knocked in the first three yards. Tpr. Weston,40 on 
Sanderson's right, fell beside him as they got out of the trench, 
knocked hack into the trench. Tpr. Biggs" also fell next to  him. 
Sanderson went all he could for the Turkish trench. Tpr. H. G. 
Hill,'* running beside him. was shot through the stomach, spun 
round. and fell. Sanderson saw the Turks (close) in front and 
looked over his shoulder. Four men were running about ten yards 

UCapt. A. P. Rowan: 10th L.H. Regt. Grazier; of Melbourne; b. St. Kilda, 

44 Mal W L Sanderson 0 B E ,  hI C.: 11th A F A Bde. Irrigation and 

" I n  the diary of the Official War Correspondent. A few of the sentences at the 

aPte .  F H. Weston (No 357. loth L.H Regt.). Orchardist; of Mundaring. 

Sgt A.  J T. Biggs (NO. 240, loth L.H Regt.). Miner; of Kalgoorlie. 

UPte .  H. G .  Hill (No. 283. loth L H .  Regt.). Farmer; b. Manor House Farm. 

Vi, ,  31  March. 1876. Killed in action, 7 Aug , 1915 

drainage engineer; of Clareiont. W. Aust.; b. Omaru, N.Z., a 3  Oct.. 1889 

commencement of this extract have been transposed for the sake of clearness. 

W Aust : b Laura, S. Aust. 1885. Killed in action, 7 A u g ,  1915. 

W Aust.: h Forest Range, S Aust., 1883. Died of wounds, I O  Jan ,  1917 

Colton. Stafford, Eng , 9 Dec ,  1887 Died of wounds, 1 1  Aug., 1915. 
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behind, and they all dropped at the same moment. H e  tripped over 
a rhododendron bush and fell over a dead Turk right on the Turkish 
parapet. The Turks were then throwing round cricket-ball bombs- 
you could see the brown arms coming up over the trenches. The 
bombs were going well over-only one blew back and hit him slightly in 
the leg. There were two dead men to the right towards the top of the 
hill, lying on the Turkish parapet-they looked like the Harper 
brothers. Sanderson knew how badly the show had gone. . . . H e  
managed to get his rifle beside him and clean it, and got the first 
cartridge from the full magazine into the barrel. He  expected the 
Turks to counter-attack, and decided to get in a few shots if they did. 

After about half-an-hour, looking back, he saw Capt. Fryre (of his 
regiment) kneeling up outside the “ secret sap.” Sanderson waved 
to him, and Fry saw him. . . . The Turks were not up (;.e., lining 
their parapet) a t  this moment, because the navy had begun to bombard, 
and lyddite shells were whizzing low over the parapet and exploding 
on the back of the trench, so close that they seeyed to !ift Sanderson 
off the ground every time-he was sure the first short would finish 
him. Major Todd (who had survived from the third line) came 
along beside Fry and presently shouted something which seemed to be : 
” Retire the fourth line first.” Sanderson looked round. There 
was none beside him except the dead. H e  crawled towards the secret 
sap . . . about half-way there y?s an 8th L.H. man lying on his 
hac!, smoking. . . . H e  said: Have a cigarette; it’s too - 
hot. Sanderson told him to get back and keep low, as machine-guns 
were firing from across the Chessboard and cutting the bushes pretty 
low. There was a lieutenant of the 8th L.H. there who had had some 
bombs in his haversack. These had been set off and the whole of his 
hip blown away. H e  was aliyp and they tried to take him in. He  
begged them to let him stay. I can’t bloody well stand it,” he said. 
They got him into the secret sap, and he died there as they got him 
in. In front of the secret sap were any number of the 8th L.H. The 
sap itself was full of dead. There were very few wounded-the 
ground in front of the trenches was simply covered. Sanderson went 
along the secret sap into the front line and there saw (dead) Gp t .  
Rowan, Weston, and another Hill ;bo and Lieut. Turnbull just dying 
then. . . . About fifty yards of the line had not a man in it except 
the dead and wounded-no one was manning it. 

I t  was at  this stage that there were recovered a certain 
number of those who had gone out on the left and fallen 
wounded into ground which was partly sheltered. Lance- 
Corporal H a m p ~ h i r e , ~ ~  making five journeys, brought in 
Lieutenant Craig6* and others, the neighbouring Turks 
(according to one account) apparently refraining from firing 
a t  him. Most of the stricken, however, were on the exposed 
summit. where no man could venture and live. 

PCapl. H. P.  Fry; 10th L.H. Rcgt. Grazier; of Donnybrook, W. Aust.; b. 

WPte. A. H. Hi11 (NO. 292, 10th L.H. Regt.). Farmer; of Bungulla, W. Aust ; 

6’Sgt. W. J. Hampshire (No. 2793, 10th L.H. Regt.). Clerk; of Nedlands, 

mCapt. L. Craig; 10th L.H. Rcgt. Farmer; of Perth, W. Aust ; L. York, 

Brentwood. Essex. Eng., a8 May. 1882. Killed in action. a9 Aug., 1915 

b. Clutton. Somerset Eng., 9 Jan., 1892. Killed in action, 7 A u g .  1 9 1 5  

W Aust.; b. Melbourne, I <  Sept.. 1877. 

W. Auat.. a3 Nor., 1892. 
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It  appears that the left of the fourth line, although the 
brigadier’s final decision did not reach it in time to prevent 
its movement, went forward more cautiously than the rest, the 
men keeping low and not running. They were partly in 
shelter, and, after advancing a short distance, flung themselves 
down among officers and men of other lines who were lying 
there. Among these was Major Todd, who, on discussing the 
position with other senior officers, decided, as has been related, 
to withdraw the survivors. Upon this being done, Todd 
received the brigadier’s new order to proceed down Bully 
Reef Sapsa and Monash Valley, in order to support the detzch- 
ment of British troops who were to assault from that direction. 
This step, however, was eventually abandoned, the impossibility 
of the plan being sufficiently demonstrated in the attempt made 
by the British to carry it out. 

The plan of the attack had provided that, when once the 
enemy’s trenches on the actual Nek had been captured by the 
first line of light horse, two companies of the Royal Welch 
Fusiliers should move up Monash Valley between Pope’s and 
Russell’s, and, when nearing its head, 
should climb the slope on the right 
and commence a flank assault upon 
the Chessboard, while a hundred 
yards farther east the 1st Light 

frontally attacking. This assault 

trenches at The Nek were first taken, 
since their garrison would shoot into 
the back of the attacking British at  R8mrs ---+ 
seventy yards ranee. When, however, 
the red and yelloy: flag was sighted in the front trench 011 

The Nek. the staff of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade considered 
the conditions sufficiently fulfilled to allow the British- attack 
to proceed. 

The two companies, together with some engineers of the 
New Army, had before dawn filed down Bully Beef Sap into 
the valley. up which they turned. Passing through the barbed- 
wire at the farthest Anzac post, they moved, one company up a 

The Nek Baby 
700 

Horse from Pope’s would also be 

would be impossible unless the 
dnzac trenches- zkzed;t&k& 

” The Dartly-tunnelled communication trench leading from Russell’n Top down 
into Monash Valley. 
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steep washaway or indentation to the right, the other straight 
ahead along the main gully. At  the limit of safety they 
waited for word of the capture of The Nek trenches. “ A t  
5 .10  a.m.,” records thcir colonel, “ a  message was received that 
the Australian Light Horse were holding the ‘ A ’  line of 
t ren~hes,~‘  and I was instructed to move forward at once.” 

In consequence of the dense undergrowth, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hay55 had directed that the troops should be sent 
forward in parties of only ten at  a time. Such a party 
accordingly began at  once to climb the washaway; but no 
sooner had it moved than bombs were thrown at  it from the 
enemy’s trench, the parapet of which could be seen fringing the 
summit. The 1st Light Horse, watching from Pope’s, observed 
the Turks running forward from their trench, rolling bombs 
down the cliff-face. The leading men of the Fusiliers were 
blown back and, in falling, swept away those on the uncertain 
foothold below. The enemy, who seemed inclined to follow, 
were instantly stopped by the light horse snipers, who quickly 
picked off a score of them. But the task of climbing the 
washaway seemed hopeless, especially as the muzzles of two 
machine-guns could be seen protruding over the parapet. 
Colonel Hay therefore decided to abandon the attempt. Mean- 
while the other company had come, almost a t  its starting-point, 
into heavy mache-gun fire, its leader, Captain Walter Lloyd,6e 
had been killed, the subaltern next to him wounded, and every 
man in the first party hit. The company had thus been checked, 
and, as Colonel Hay found that the advance could only be made 
in single file and that any attempt to renew it was a t  once met 
by the fire of a machine-gun and by bomb-throwing, he reported 
to brigade headquarters that he was held up. The brigadier 
had diverted two companies of the Cheshire Regiment into 
Monash Valley, but, as the Fusiliers had failed, the attack 
there also was abandoned. 

Thus by six o’clock the attack both on The Nek and by way 
of Monash Valley had been brought to a standstill. On’ no 
other occasion during the war did Australians have to face 
fire approaching in volume that which concentrated on The 

‘‘The Turkish position at The Nek was shown in the map as the “ A ”  trenches. 
8’ Lieut:Col A. Hay. Commanded 8th Royal Welch Fusiliers. 1914/17 Officer of 

British Regular Army; of Edinburgh, Scotland: b. Shoeburyness, Eng., g Aug,  
1872 

an Capt W Lloyd: 8th Royal Welch Fusiliers. Officer of British Regular Army: 
of Much Wenlock. Salop, E n g ,  b. I 7  July, 1874. 

Killed In action. 3 Feb.. fgr7. 

Killed in action, 7 Aug, 1915. 



W I G H T M A N  
THE ASSAULTS MADE BY T E E  IST AND 2ND LIGHT HOPSE REGIMENTS AND 

( I )  1st Light Horse Regiment. (2 )  and Light Horse Regiment. (3 )  Royal Welch 
Furilierr. (British troops and trenches red; Turkish trenches, blue. Height 

contours, rb metrer.) 

ROYAL WELCH FUSILIERS, 7TH AUGUST, 1 9 1 s  
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Nek. From the whole face of Baby 700 and from secure 
positions far on both its flanks machine-guns swept that narrow 
space with a devastating cross-fire. In the 8th Light Horse 
half of those who started had been actually killed and nearly 
half the remainder wounded; that is to say, out of a total of 
300, 12 officers and 142 men had been killed and 4 officers and 
76 men wounded. The 10th Regiment had lost g officers and 
129 men (of whom 7 officers and 73 men had been killed).5' 

'7 The disposition of the four lines, a s  far a s  it has been possible to ascertain it 
wai as given below. The names aye those of. the officers and others commandin; 
lines squadrons and troops. I t  will be perceived that the survivors were rlmod 
entirhy on the left of the line. 

Iat Line. 
Lieut.-Col. A. H. White (killed). 

Licut. Dale (killed). 

8th Light Horse- 

. . . 
hlaj. Kedford (kill2d). 
Lieut. Anderson (killed). 
Lieut. Wilson (killed). 
Lieut. Marsh (killed). 

~I - 
Lieut. Talbot Woods (killed). 
S g t .  Grenfell (killed). 
Lieut. Borthwick (killed). 
Lieut. Henty (killed). 

2nd Line. 
Naj. Deehle. 

Mal. hIcLaurin (wounded). C p t .  Hare (wounded). 
Lieut. W.  Robinson (wounded). L!eut. Grant (kill:d). 
1.ieut. Higgins. Lieut. Carthew (killed). 
Lieut. Crawford (wounded). Lieut. Howard (killed). 

3rd Line. 
Maj. Todd. 

Thc exact disposition is unknown but the line was apparent1 led b7 the 
following officers.-Captains V. F.' Piesse (killed) and W. 6. Rohmson 
(wounded). Lieuts. McMaster (killed), Roskama (killed), Turnhull (killed), 
Heller (killed), and D. A. Jackson (killed). 

4th Line. 
Mai. Scott. 

10th Light H o r a e  

Sgt. H.  >V. Harper. 
Lieut. Kidd. 

Capt. Rowan (killed). 
Lieut. Craig (wounded). 
Lieut. Throssell. 
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The Fusiliers had lost 4 officers and 61 men ( I  officer and 15 
men killed). The Turkish soldier beforementioned, who was 
in the enemy’s trenches during this attack, stated that on The 
Nek during the actual assault the Turks suffered no loss.” 
The 18th Regiment, which itself had been cut to pieces in 
endeavouring to cross the same narrow space on June goth, 
felt that it had “got its own back.” Complimentary orders 
were issued by the Turkish commanders contrasting that 
regiment with the 14th and others, which had lost their posts 
in the hills; some medals were granted and promotions were 
made for bravery. 

Before attempting to estimate the effect of the sacrifice 
of the 8th and 10th Light Horse Regiments, it is necessary 
to describe the operations at  Pope’s and Quinn’s, which, 
though subsidiary to that upon Baby 700, were intended to 
augment the result. The troops at  Pope’s were to assault 
the trenches facing them. 
These comprised the trenches Chessboard 
upon Dead Man’s Ridge 
and the portion of the 

them. The intention was that 
the attacking force should 

overlook the valley in rear of 

the route of enemy reinforce- PfoPosedattack ’ ’ ” 

ments for Baby 700. To carry 
out this attack the light horse must first traverse a gully whose 
left or upper end was a mere depression, shallow, open, and 
spoon-shaped. Half-way down its course, however, it dropped 
suddenly to a deep, scrub-covered, precipitous ravine. The 
water tumbling after rainstorms down this steep break won 
it the name of “Waterfall Gully.” On the far side of this 
gully lay Dead Man’s Ridge, upon the slope of which the 
enemy had four tiers of trenches. The nearer of these had 
originally been dug by the 13th Battalion during the 

Chessboard lying behind 

drive through these SO as to 

the Chessboard up which lay Ti/rkIss/, . , ,  . . . - -  dnIac tfenchesshown t,,mIyLn 

”This may he correct, although a large number of the enemy who continued to 
expose themselves after the attack had been defeated were certainly shot by the 
machine-guns under Sgt C. W. E. Ashhurner (of Adelalde) at Turks’ Point, and 
by the 1st L.H Rcgt. on Pope’s. 
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unsuccessful attack of May 2nd.0° The enemy had since 
strongly entrenched the whole top of the hill. Beyond, but 
connected with Dead Man’s by several communication 
trenches, were the lines of the Chessboard. 

The attack was to be made by two squadrons-about 200 
men-of the 1st Light Horse Regiment (New South Wales), 
the third squadron being left to garrison Pope’s. The regi- 
mental commander was sick, but Major Glasgow of the 2nd 
Light Horse, who was acting as commandant of Pope’s, would 
himself take charge of the operation. The right half of the 
attacking force, which he was to accompany, would move out 
some time before the actual assault and, making its way round 
the foot of Pope’s into the mouth of Waterfall Gully, which 
was there sheltered from the 
enemy, would climb that Chessboard 
valley, and form up ready to 
assault at  4.30 the right of 
Dead Man’s Ridge. The 
other half of the force 
was to be under Major 

and chivalrous bearing had , I ~ Z ~ C  t r e n c h ~ ~ w n  tn(lJNu 

Reid,”O an officer whose high 

leader of his regiment. . . .pet a I ..@... 
niade him in a sense the real isfif,e;tparty , , . ,. .. - 

Reid’s party, on seeing the 
other in position. was to climb out over the parapet of 
Pope’s. and. charging straight across the shallow end of the 
gully, attack the left of the Turkish position. The two 
squadrons were thus to assault simultaneously. Reid’s would 
have a much shorter distance to cover, but would throughout 
he exposed to a raking fire from a part of the Chessboard 
close upon his left, and possibly from German Officers’ on 
his right. The right party, on the other hand, would probably 
be sheltered until it had climbed almost to its objective The 
actual side of Dead Man’s Ridge was sheltered from most of 
the enemy’s surrounding positions, and could not therefore be 
swept by quite such a concentration of fire as that which could 
bear on The Nek or Quinn’s. Moreover the attacks in 

“ S e e  Vol I .  fi 507 
-Mal- J Moffat Reid; 1st L H. Regt. Crazier; of Tenterfield, N.S.W.; b. Tent 

HIII. N.S.W., g Scpt.. 1881. Killed in action, 7 Aug., 1915. 
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progress at  those flanking posts should divert much of the 
enemy’s fire. The conditions at  Pope’s were therefore more 
favourable than at  Russell’s Top or Quinn’s ; but success would 
be futile unless the 3rd Light Horse Brigade on the flank 
succeeded in getting a foothold on Baby 700. 

By an exceedingly brave dash the left of the 1st Regiment 
crossed the open depression at  the head of Waterfall Gully. 
Charging through a heavy fire of rifles and machine-guns, 
which met them as soon as they appeared, they reached the 
old trenches of the 13th on Dead Man’s Ridge. I t  is said 
that the gallant Reid, being hit through the right hand, changed 
his revolver to his left, and, though entreated to go to the rear, 
continued to lead his men. H e  was last seen amid the 
bomb-smoke in the enemy trench. The right party, having 
clambered up the valley, also reached the enemy’s position, 
which, as has been said, comprised four tiers on Dead Man’s 
Ridgea1 and other trenches beyond. The first line of light 
horsemen carried a number of stick-bombs, designed to burst 
upon percussion. Sheltering in the old dugouts of the 13th 
Battalion near the bottom of the dip, they threw these into 
the trench close above them, killing or driving out the garrison, 
and then rushing the trench. From this position they 
proceeded to fling bombs into the r,ext, which they also 
charged and captured. Shortly afterwards Major Glasgow, 
who was with his men in the thick of the fight, saw a 
white hand and arm waving above the third trench, into 
which his men were then throwing bombs. Realising that a 
party of Australians must The Nek Baby Chessboard have reached it, he clambered 
over the parapet, and leading 
his men to the third trench, 
found that Lieutenant 
HarrisaZ and his troop had 
entered it in a previous rush. 

tllis position the ISt 
Regiment held on ; but its h7X trenCheSSbOWn ths-  

TUrk//sh 8 * I .  ,. - - 
losses had been exceedingly 

a T h e  lowest trench, being exposed to fire from Pope’s, was usually occupied by 

“Col C. H L. Harris, M C.. V.D.: 1st L.H. Rent. Grazier; of Tumut. 
the enemy only at night 

N S W.; b. Wermatong Station, Tumut, a8 Oct , 1981.  
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severe. Few officers remained unwounded. The bomb-fight 
with the Turks in the trench on the summit was continuous 
and unequal. The light horse had spent most of their bombs 
in taking the first trench, and could do little except watch 
the sky above the parapet in order to watch and dodge the 
enemy’s missiles. While so doing they found occasional 
grenades bursting about their feet. It was presently discovered 
that these were being rolled by the enemy down one of several 
tunnels which connected the position with the trench above 
it. This stratagem was checked by a light horseman firing 
his rifle up the tunnel. But, while the troops were trans- 
ferring the parapet of the captured trench to the side facing 
the enemy, the bombs which were urgently needed to protect 
them ran out. The danger of carrying a further supply 
from Pope’s across the open head of the gully was extreme. 
Several men nevertheless made the attempt, and at  least three 
-Troopers Keys,”* Tancred,’” and Barro~~~-succeeded. 

The Nek was within view of the left party assaulting from 
Pope’s, and, when daylight increased, they saw the third line 
of the 3rd Brigade run forward and sink to the earth. They 
afterwards saw the Welch Fusiliers advance through the dust- 
haze caused by bombs and bullets until their first two lines 
fell almost in a heap, apparently killed or wounded, at the 
foot of a cliff. Meanwhile Glasgow on the southern shoulder 
of Dead Man’s had the operations at  Quinn’s full in view. It 
became obvious to him that no support would come from either 
flank. On the contrary, as the fighting in those places subsided, 
mo;e and more of the enemy’s machine-guns were turned upon 
Dead Man’s Ridge and the open space between it and Pope’s. 
He  and his few remaining men occupied only thirty yards of 
the third trench. A mere bend of it, held by Lieutenant 
Weir,”e separated them from the enemy, who was in the 
same trench on their right. Harris, whose back had been 
torn by a bomb, held a similar bend on the left. Close above 

Lieut. B I Keys: 12th A.F.A. Bde. Grazier; of Walgett, N.S.W ; b Muswell- 

M R Q M.S ‘R C. Tincred. (No. 43y,  1st L.H. Regt.). Butcher; of Narromiae, 

aPte.  F. Barrow (No. 397. 1st L.H. Regt.). Tramway employee: of Manly, 

MMaJ. F. V. Weir, D.S.O.: 1st L.H. Regt. Station manager; of Deniliquin and 

brook N S W. a i  Dec 1892. 

N S.W.: b. Trangle, Narromme. 1895. 

N S W b Loxhore, Devon, Eng., 13 July, 1890. 

Hay, N.S W.: b. Widgiewa Station, Urana, N.S.W., 14 Feb, 1878. 
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was the much more formidable position on the sumniit of 
Dead Man’s, crowded with Turks. Permanent occupation 
being under those conditions impossible, Glasgow, after holding 
on for two hours, decided to clear the wounded and withdraw : 
and he sent his orderly officer, Lieutenant Nettleton, to warn 
those in Pope’s that he was retiring. 

Nettleton was killed soon after, but Lieutenant Harris. 
together with four men and Glasgow himself, held on, covering 
the retirement, which was effected over the open to Pope’s. 
Most of the wounded were carried in, but the losses of the 
assaulting party had been almost annihilating. Of the original 
200, 154 were casualties, every ofticer except Glasgow-who 
retired with the last party-being hit.”’ By an order issued 
next day this fine oflicer was confirmed in the command of 
the regiment. 

While the 1st Regiment was attacking from Pope’s, the 
2nd (Queensland) had made its assault from Quinn’s, of 
which it formed the garrison. The main object of this assault 
was to assist that upon Baby 700 by seizing trenches over- 
looking the valley beyond Quinn’s, up which the enemy’s 
reinforcements to the Chessboard and Baby 700 would 
probably endeavour to move. By Birdwood’s orders the 
effort was to be directed 
only against the trenches 
facing the left half of the 
post. These were to be 
rushed by 200 men issuing 
in four successive lines. 
On the left of Quinn’s, in 
order to accommodate the 
troops before the assault, 
the roof of a shallow 
tunnel which ran out from w h d k n o r v n m w , u G s  o 
the extreme flank had been 
broken ira during the night. There was thus added to the 
post a shallow and narrow trench running for a short distance 

, . .. 
I , 

~ 

Maj. Reid and Lieut. Nettleton (merchant’ of Sydney) and 6 of other ranks 
were killed. Capt. W. Cox (fruitgrower; of ’Carlingford, N . S . d . ) ,  with leg and 
arm broken, and Lieut. C. E. I. Tinson (mechanic; of Cessnock N.S .W ), whose 
legs had been partly blown away by a bomb, crawled into Pope’s \wenty-four hours 
after the attack. Both died. Capt. R. D. Holman (of Sydney) Lieuts. A. D. 
Reid (of Murrumburrah, N.S.W.). A. A. White (of Scone, k .S .W.) ,  N. S. 
MacMillan (of Moree. N.S.W.), J. Stewart (of Yass and Bwrowa, N S.W.),  
Weir, and Harris, and 87 other rankn were wounded. 
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along the edge of the Bloody Angle. From this the left of the 
attacking force was to issue. Arrangements for the emergence 
of the right were rendered difficult by the heavy roof of 
earth and timber which covered much of the centre of Quinn’s, 
and by the wire-netting bomb-screens that protected the 
trench wherever it was open. Part of the roof was, however, 
removed during the night, and a length of bomb-screen taken 
down. The signal for the first line to attack was to be the 
explosion of a mine under the northern end of the objective. 

This would be the first attempt made by any Anzac troops 
since the early days of June to cross the narrow No-Man’s 
Land at Quinn’s. The 2nd Regiment, which had made the 
sortie on May 15th when Major Graham was killed, well 
realised the difficulty of its task. But at the preliminary 
conference of regimental leaders called by General Birdwood 
it had been explained that, before the assault was under- 
taken, three conditions would have been fulfilled. German 
Officers’ Trench would have been captured ; the New 
Zealanders and British from Chunuk Bair would be descending 
upon the rear of the Chessboard and Turkish Quinn’s; and 
the positions opposite Quinn’s would have been thoroughly 
bombarded. This “pledge,” for as such it was regarded by 
officers of the light horse, had been passed on to the troops, 
who were consequently in the highest spirits, never doubting 
that the general offensive would succeed. Unfortunately too 
much had been promised. The 2nd Regiment knew before 
dawn that no force had descended upon the rear of the Turks, 
and that German Officers’ Trench was still in the handssf  the 
enemy. As for the bombardment, it is true that the 2nd New 
Zea-land Field Battery on Plugge’s had been ordered to carry 
it out;  but the fire of field-guns against such a position was 
useless except to repel attack. It followed that, except for 
any effect which might be produced by the mine, the assault 
would be dependent for success solely upon surprise, and since 
all night long the enemy had been roused not only by the 
fighting at  the Pine and German Officers’, but also by 
demonstrations-intended to cover the advance of the main 
columns--loyally and thoroughly carried out by the very 
troops who were to attack at Quinn’s, Pope’s, and Russell’s 
Top, there was small chance that surprise would be achieved. 
At 3.55 the Turks opposite Quinn’s, stirred by the renewed 
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attack upon German Officers’, broke into a violent fusillade. 
This caused Colonel Stodart of the 2nd to report to Chauvel 
that it would not be possible to attack if such fire were 
maintained. 

Nevertheless the troops who were to make the assault, 
though their intelligence showed them that every condition 
was now against them, faced their task with a grim determina- 
tion. At  4.30, when the general bombardment ceased, no mine 
explosion could be heard. The first line was still waiting for 
the signal, when the engineer officer came up with the news 
that the mine had been fired, but apparently without causing 
any recognisable sound or eruption. Major Bourne,B8 who 
was conducting the operation, thereupon gave the order for 
the first line to charge. But here, as a t  The Nek, the enemy 
was perfectly prepared. As the troops scrambled from the 
trenches, intense fire was opened upon them. One Turkish 
machine-gun was shooting from the direct front, two from 
Dead Man’s Ridge, and a fourth from German Officers.’ 
Major Logan,Bg who led the line, was killed before he had 
gone five yards. Lieutenant Burge,’O leading the left, fell 
dead when ten yards out. Trooper Marson,ll who followed 
him, had his leg practically severed with machine-gun bullets. 
With one exception every man of the first line was killed or 
wounded, the majority before they had gone six yards. Many 
owed their lives to the fact that they were struck when on the 
parapet and fell back wounded into the trench. The four 
machine-guns at Quinn’s, although all firing at  Turkish 
positions on the flank in order to cover the attack, could 
effect no apparent diminution of the enemy’s fire. 

Seeing the first line literally annihilated, and realising that 
the same fate must meet any similar attempt, Bourne ordered 
the second line to stand fast in Quinn’s. Sufficient had been 
done to ensure that the enemy would keep his trenches filled. 
Moreover, if the three other lines of the 2nd Regiment were 
annihilated, Quinn’s would be left with a garrison of only 

wLieut.-Col. G. H. Bourne, D.S.O. Commanded 2nd L.H. Regt.. 1016/18 and 
1st L.H. Bde., ternply., in 1918. Bank manager; of Brisbane and Toowobmba. 
Q’land: b. Brisaane. Z I  Nov.. 1881. 

‘DMaj. T. J. Logan. 2nd L.H. R e g .  Farmer. of Forest Hill, Q’land: b. 
Brookfield, and 30 darch 1877 Killed in action: 7 Aug I I ” Lieut. $!I Bu; e: -2nd C.H. keet. Auctioneer’s clerk;”o? hlora ,  Q’land; b. 
I July 1879 Kilkd in action 7 Au 1015.  

nP&. C. -1. Marson (No. Butcher: Of Mount Morgan, 
Q’land: b. Ellel, near Laneaster,’ Eng., zs  July, 189s. Killed In action, 7 Aup.. 
IPIS. 

2nt’L.H. Regt.). 
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twenty-eight men; and the sole reserve for that post and 
Pope's was the 3rd Light Horse and two companies of the 
Royal Welch Yusiliers. Bourne's judgment in stopping the 
action was confirmed by Colonel Stodart and subsequently 
by the higher commanders. 

I n  this action Major Logan, Lieutenants Burge and 
Hinton,'l and 14 others had been killed and Lieutenant 
Norris'* and 36 others wounded. I t  was all over in less 
than a minute. I n  their excitement the Turks continued to 
expose themselves, standing shoulder-high above their parapets 
both opposite Quinn's and on the Chessboard, and so sustained 
losses which they would otherwise have escaped. 

For sheer bravery, 
devoted loyalty, and that self-discipline which seldom failed 
in Australian soldiers, they stand alone in the annals of their 
country. Not once during all this deadly fighting did the 
troops display the least sign of hesitation in performing what 
they believed to be their duty. But the difficulties of the 
secondary attack upon a position of extraordinary strength had 
been insufficiently considered by Birdwood and Skeen. For 
the annihilation of line after line at The Nek the local 
command was, however, chiefly responsible. Although at such 
crises in a great battle firm action must be taken, sometimes 
regardless of cost, there could be no valid reason for flinging 
away the later lines after the first had utterly failed. I t  is 
doubtful if there exists in the records of the A.I.F. one 
instance in which, after one attacking party had been signally 
defeated, a second, sent after it, succeeded without some 
radical change having been effected in the plan or the 
conditions. Even had the enemy's trenches been reached and 
entered by later lines, it is unlikely that the movement of 
Turkish troops towards Chunuk Bair would have been affected 
by it to a greater extent than by the onslaught of the first 
line. But it seems certain that Antill at headquarters did not 
make himself aware of the true position, and, apart from the 
blunder in timing, it is to this that the heavy loss was mainly 
due. It may also be argued that the gallant White, acting as 

So ended the feints of August 7th. 

"Lieut. Hinton belonged to the second line, but was killed when covering hy fire 
Tpr. Womack. who had induced the doctor to let 

n Mal. A. R. Norrir. M.B.E. 8f.C : Imperial Camel Corps D..A A G , Aust. 
Member of Aust. Permanent Forces: of Wallanbilla and Roma, 

the withdrawal of the wounded. 
him atay for the fiKht. was among the killed. 

Mtd. Dtr., rpr?. 
Q'Iand: b. Williwa. N.S W.. a i  D e . ,  1884. 
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a sportsnian rather than a soldier, by leading forward the first 
line deprived his regiment of the control which should have 
been exercised over its operations. Its morale did not require 
the stimulus of personal leadership; and had his protest been 
added to Brazier’s, Antill might have discontinued the attack. 
The most grievous result was the needless loss of lives 
precious to their nation. But the operation had also a 
serious military effect. Men cannot be subjected to such 
overstrain without reaction. For months afterwards in 
hospitals and convalescent camps those who had seen or tzken 
part in the fighting on The Nek told of the murderous fire 
into which orders, which they attributed to a blunder, had 
repeatedly sent them. Their own morale and that of their 
regiments remained to an astonishing degree unaffected. The 
incident nevertheless had its result throughout the whole A.I.F. 
With the exception of the attempt of the 4th Infantry Brigade 
near Abdel Rahnian the following day, no other experience 
in 1915 was so powerful to create that disillusionment which 
superseded the first fine fervour of Australian ~ o l d i e r s . ~ ~  

Yet, though the cost was needlessly high, the sacrifice so 
lavishly offered may have assisted the great object in view. 
There were, it is true, other ways of holding the Turks on 
Baby 700 besides throwing lines of men into impassable 
machine-gun fire. But if for a precious hour or two the 
summit of the range could by that means be kept open for the 
New Zealanders, so that the heights might be occupied, the 
way to Constantinople opened, and earlier victory in the war 
made possible, the sacrifice would certainly not be grudged 
by those who made it. The effect upon the Turks was marked. 
Their local reserve, it is true, had been hurried into the line 
the night before. But the crowded garrison was raised by the 
light horse attack to a high pitch of excitement. Trench above 
trench bristled with their bayonets. “You know the way a 
stubble paddock looks when you have put sheep across it, and 
they have turned the earth up a bit, and you see the stubble 
standing in rows behind their tracks,” said an officer a few 
days later. “ Well, that was what the Turkish bayonets looked 
like across the slope.” Moreover while the trenches were 
still crowded after the fight there appears to have been some 

“ S e t  pp. 425-9, 661-4. 
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movement of troops through them.76 From 7 till 9.30 the 
cruisers Bacchante and Endyiirion poured their fire upon the 
seaward slope of Baby ;oo and Battleship Hill in an endeavour 
to stop any transfer of the enemy’s reserves to Chunuk Bair. 
The Turkish prisoner bef orementioned stated : ‘‘ Two hours 
after this attack the warships’ guns opened and did much 
damage to the communication trenches going over Battleship 
Hill. The whole of the troops in the trenches had to take 
cover and all movement stopped. Evidently large reinforce- 
ments were being moved up. . . . Shells were bursting 
everywhere and men could be seen thrown into the air.” The 
“large reinforcements” would be the column of the 9th 
‘Turkish Division which had been hurriedly sent forward 
from Legge Valley towards Chunuk Bair. 

There exists therefore, some evidence, though not 
conclusive, that until about 9 a.m. on August 7th the movement 
of Turkish reinforcements to the threatened heights was 
impeded, if not prevented, by the feint made by the light 
horse and by the naval bombardment which succeeded it 
Such was the result for which the light horse gave themselves. 
During the long hours of that day the summit of The Nek 
could be seen crowded with their bodies. At first here and 
there a man raised his arm to the sky, or tried to drink from 
his waterbottle. But as the sun of that burning day climbed 
higher, such movement ceased. Over the whole summit the 
figures lay still in the quivering heat. 

‘8 Probably that of the a/7ind. Possibly also that of the I / l ) t h  and of the 
9th Div. Sot 9. 64.2. 


