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COMING EVENTS 

!
Our meetings are held on the first Friday of the month               

at 8pm in the Mechanics’ Institute                                                
Corner of Melbourne & Ocean Beach Roads Sorrento 

Free and open to all                                                                                
Tea or Coffee afterwards by donation 

Change of Venue for dinner:  
Please note that ‘Buckleys Chance’ is no longer opening on Friday 

evenings so we will now be having dinner prior to meetings at  
‘Via Sorrento", 77 Ocean Beach Road, Sorrento. !

If you would like to join us for dinner at 6.15 pm please 
email admin@nhs.asn.au or ring 5984 0255 by 12 noon on the day 

before the meeting - if no answer please leave a message. 
NB. Note change of venue 

JUNE 5th,  
8 pm, Monthly meeting. 
Brendan Malony, ’Port Phillip Bay Pilot Service’ !
JULY 3rd, 1 
1.30 for 12 noon, Mid-year Luncheon:  See pages 9 & 15 !
AUGUST 7th,  
8 pm, Monthly meeting,  
Tess De Araugo, ‘Boonoorung on the Mornington Peninsula’ !
SEPTEMBER Fri 4th at 8pm and Sat 5th, afternoon 
50th Anniversary of the Inception of our Society. 
Film night and speakers.  Details to be announced.!!
SEPTEMBER 25th  
Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings Rosebud, to be confirmed !
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PROMOTIONAL STREET STALLS 

!
We have again had very successful street stalls in Sorrento 
and Blairgowrie in recent months. The stalls in February, 
March and April sold 138 jars of jams, relish and preserves.  
Craft items also sold well. Total stall sales for the three months 
came to $2513                                                           .                                                                                                                                                                    
Many thanks to Janet, Bev and Ula for the sterling work in 
keeping up the supply of jam and thank you also to the 
volunteers who help man the stalls.                                                                                     
Further assistance with jam making would be appreciated. If 
you can help with jam making please contact Suzanne on 
5984 3905.  

Coming Stalls   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Sorrento   May 9th                       June 27th            
Blairgowrie           June 6th              May 30th                                                                                                                                                                         

Suzanne Ewart 

!
MEMBERSHIP 

!
We welcome new member Margaret Mather to the Society, 
and look forward to meeting her at meetings and functions. !

Please be aware that Membership Subscriptions for 2015-16 
will be invoiced in early July via email or post. !

Gary Naughton     
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT                     Joy Kitch 

!!
Autumn already and members are planning 
their winter migrations. It’s been a busy 
summer with planning issues so the 
question arises - what is the role of 
historical societies in advocating for and 
protecting heritage buildings and precincts?  

Recently I attended a most interesting and 
informative seminar conducted by the Royal 
Historical Society on this topic. We heard 
from senior heritage consultants, planners and advocates. 
RMIT’s Professor Michael Buxton passionately described how 
vital heritage is in identifying a city or place. He challenged us 
to encourage governments at all levels to put heritage at the 
centre of decision making. The application of Heritage 
Overlays is too discretionary and variable. “We can have 
development which does not wreck heritage...Protecting 
heritage does not stop people making money…” 

And we have an example here in Sorrento – Peter and Terry 
Griffin’s recently opened Post Office restoration shows what 
can be done when people value the past and develop 
thoughtfully for the present.  I hope you take time to have a 
look at what has been achieved. 

At the seminar RHSV President Don Garden specifically 
mentioned our own Heritage & Planning Committee as a 
model of action: no other Victorian historical society has such 
a group. John Alexander founded this important committee 
twelve years ago when he was President. Convened currently 
by Frank Hindley, members John Alexander, Don Ewart, 

Page !4



Robert Hannah, Colin Watson and Gary Naughton meet 
weekly to discuss proposed developments which may impact 
on the heritage of this area. Their knowledge and experience, 
supported by the well managed archival collection, is 
respected and valued by the Shire’s officers and councillors. 

Frank Hindley’s excellent illustrated talk last month on local 
Heritage Precincts gave the many present another way of 
looking at valuing our heritage. Buildings must be seen as part 
of a precinct not isolated pieces. How does one structure 
stand in relation to others? What story is told? In a  
streetscape or as in the case of the Quarantine Station, a 
whole unique world standard process of dealing with infected 
and potentially sick boat arrivals? 

Consultants and officers of the Shire are currently working on 
the new Heritage Study for the whole peninsula and the Ocean 
Beach Road Heritage Policy document is soon to be made 
public. 

Please remember the celebration of NHS’s 50th Anniversary on 
4th and 5th of September this year and  maybe on a rainy 
afternoon indoors, look through those albums and boxes  to 
see if you have any photos, programs, articles about past NHS 
events which you could share. 

Joy Kitch 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

If you have an email address and haven’t yet registered it with 
the Society, please send an email to   admin@nhs.asn.au so 
that we can add it to our data base.  This will enable us to 
send you communicatIons by email including notices about 
any special functions or changes to meeting arrangements 
between issues of the Nepean newsletter. !

Page !5

mailto:toadmin@nhs.asn.au


HERITAGE WATCH 

!
Old Sorrento Post Office 
The adaptive re-use of the old Post Office in the main street of 
Sorrento is a fine example of how a site's heritage value can 
be captured and used in ways beneficial to the community,  in 
contrast to what often occurs with developments at historic 
sites in our local area. Following Australia Post's decision to 
cease postal services at the Post Office the Commonwealth 
took care to make clear to prospective purchasers the nature 
of the site's heritage, and new private owners were found who 
took up the challenge with dedication and enthusiasm.  
Peter and Terry Griffin have worked closely with local 
community groups such as NHS and professional heritage 
advisors to produce an admirable result. The best aspects of 
the interior have been made viable for current-day use, and 
the high limestone-walled garden courtyard associated with 
the veranda entrance to the original postmaster's residence of 
the Post Office has been rediscovered and revitalised. The 
court has a new outdoor cafe, and is open to the street as an 
attractive public space which has quickly gained widespread 
support and approval. 

Post Office 2015                 (Photo: Nepean Historical Society) 
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Collins Settlement 
The owner-developer of 3080 Point Nepean Road, which is 
the Shelmerdine sub-division Lot 5 occupying part of the 
Eastern Sister promontory at the Collins Settlement Site, is 
disputing the conditions of the Planning Application permit 
decided  by the Shire. Hearings at VCAT are set down for late 
June.  NHS continues in its concern that public views from the 
Parks Victoria lookout, to the Western Sister and the Sullivan 
Bay Beach, should not be adversely affected by cliff top works 
and structures outside the originally approved building 
envelope. !
Quarantine Station 
The proposals of the Shelmerdine company, to take over 64 
hectares of the Point Nepean Quarantine Station by leasehold, 
continue to be of major concern. A lease arrangement whose 
details have not been divulged (despite being promised by the 
former government) was signed in controversial circumstances 
before the government lost office in a  general election. At the 

time of writing it is believed 
to be under review by the 
new State Government. 
NHS is especially concerned 
to learn how the heritage 
requirements of this 
nationally-significant site are 
to be adequately protected 
under any new management 
arrangements, and what are 
the financial and other 
provisions for maintenance  
and realisation of the site's 
very significant heritage 
value. (Photo: Murray Adams) !!

                                                                                                           
Frank Hindley Convener,  

NHS Heritage and Planning Group 
14 April 2015 
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WEB ACCESS TO THE COLLECTION 

 
Mornington Peninsula will soon be able to access the database of the 
collections of historical societies in the region via the World Wide Web. 

For several years the Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Local History Network 
has been creating a database of its collections which includes catalogue 
records and images of many items. The database uses Filemaker Pro with 
customised application software developed by Stanton Ryan of  Andromeda 
Software. Murray Adams has been employed to  scan and photograph 
collection items including Museum objects, photographs and documents.  

The Nepean Historical Society has converted its database for use in the 
Network system. The database has over 4,000 records, many with images. 
The system is currently being used by Archives and Collections volunteers 
‘behind the scenes’  to record 
additions to the collection and to 
help answer research enquiries.   

The software has recently been 
upgraded to provide a ‘user 
friendly’ search interface which will 
form the basis of the public access 
catalogue. Once software 
development work has been 
completed, it is planned to make 
the NHS data base  available to 
visiting researchers and others at 
the Sorrento Museum. In the 
longer term the catalogue will be 
accessible via the Web and the 
holdings of all historical societies 
on the Peninsula will be 
accessible. 

Many significant photographs, 
artefacts and documents which are 
not currently accessible to the 
general community will become 
available in digital form, such as 
the Registers of Quarantines at the 
Point Nepean Quarantine Station. 
   
        
Doreen Parker              Picture: Page from Registers of Quarantines  1914 
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RYE AND NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETIES                             
MID-YEAR LUNCHEON JULY 3rd 2015 

!
Nepean and Rye Historical 
Societies’ members and friends 
are invited to a luncheon at the 

 Rye Hotel,                                    
2415 Pt Nepean Rd., Rye,               

on July 3rd 2015                                    
at 11.30 for 12.  

The charge is $47 per person 
which includes a 2 course lunch in 
the Blue Water Room plus a pre 
dinner drink with ‘nibbles ’ in the 
Cafe Bar. 

Speaker : Professor Simon Molesworth AO QC, Executive 
Chairman, International National Trusts Organisation               

‘The National Trust movement – an international 
phenomenon: insights of a shared global vision for 

the conservation of our heritage’ 

To book, complete the Booking Form on the inside of the back cover 
and send to:  

Doreen Parker                                                                                                                   
Nepean Historical Society                                                                     

P.O. Box 139                                                                                              
Sorrento, Vic 3943 

NB. Booking Form on inside of back cover (page 15) 
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PUBLICITY AND MARKETING VOLUNTEER 
WANTED 

AN EXCITING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY. !
NHS-SORRENTO MUSEUM needs to raise its public profile 
and publicise our special museum, our services, events and 

volunteer work. 
How can we do this??  

We have some ideas but need someone like you to implement 
them and propose others.  

 You will of course be supported by the committee. !
How often and when you work on this will be up to you 
 There are basic tasks like publicising our Monthly Speakers 

and opening days but after that you choose…. !
If you are interested please contact Joy Kitch  
Phone 5984 0255 or email admin@nhs.asn.au 

Klaus, Bernie, Faye, Marg & Tash                                              
Volunteers at the Sausage Sizzle Saturday 18 April (see opposite) 
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SAUSAGE SIZZLE AT BUNNINGS 

!
Saturday 18th April 2015 !

When Bernie Poll suffered a stroke some weeks ago his first 
concern was for our annual sausage sizzle which is a major 
fund-raiser for the Society and for which he has been the 
“hands-on man” for the past three years. I felt we owed it to 
Bernie to carry on. Miraculously he recovered enough to insist 
on preparing the 20 kg of onions that required slicing ahead of 
the day and he and Faye volunteered for a shift at the stall as 
well. !
We are grateful for the $50 Gift card from Coles Rosebud and 
the donated bread we received from Baked in Sorrento and 
Bakers Delight in Port Phillip Plaza. As usual, the sausages 
from Tasman Meats were a hit. !
My thanks to Bernie and Faye and to everyone else who 
worked so tirelessly for our Society:- Wayne Bastow, Margaret 
Copley, David Dallas, Jo and Louise Davie, Rob Edginton, 
Arthur Hicowe, Klaus and Val Stieglbauer, Yvonne Watson, 
Natasha Wicks and Des Young. The team effort clocked up 50 
volunteer hours and raised $1290 nett.       . !
It is a sad fact that age and ill health have taken their toll on 
the enthusiasm with which we embraced this event several 
years ago. I have told the Committee that this is my last 
Sausage Sizzle and Bernie and Faye have reluctantly made a 
similar decision so unless there is someone who can step up 
and take responsibility for the organisation of future events we 
will be forced to cancel our booking on Friday 25th September 
and in the following years. !
Contact me on 5982 0502 if you feel inspired to take it on. The 
groundwork has been done and the procedural aspects are all 
well documented.             Bergliot Dallas !
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RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

!
The following items have recently been added to the Nepean 
Historical Society’s ‘Library’ collection in the Heritage Gallery at the 
Sorrento Museum.  Members can borrow items for up to 3 weeks 
while non-members can consult them at the Museum. 

!
Graham Patterson. Coastal guide to Nature and Heritage. 2014        
(2 Vols.) Shelved at: 994.5 PAT *                                             
(Graham Patterson spoke at our April meeting) 

Linda Berndt White pearls and Jersey gold. 2014                     
Shelved at: 929.20994 BER  (about the Jennings family of Rye) 

Rodney Davison A book collector’s notes on items relating to the 
discovery of Australia, the First Settlement and early coastal 
exploration of the continent.1970.                                                 
Shelved at: 016.994 DAV 

Keith Quinton Stop the Pfalz – 1914. Rev. ed. 2013                 
Shelved at: 940.394 QUI* 

 A.M. Robertson War in Port Phillip. 
1968, reprinted 2014                                      
Shelved at: 940.394 ROB* 

Bernie Woiwood The Hughes Family 
of Sorrento, 2015                          
Shelved at 929.20994 WOI*                       

!
!
*Also available for sale in the 
Museum Shop 

Doreen Parker                                                                             
Librarian 
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COLLECTION and DISPLAY NEWS: 

!
What’s happening with our ship’s figurehead? Come to the May 
meeting to hear an update and learn about Bob McKenzie’s research 
adventures researching the ship Sea in Canada.  

ANZAC display – our tribute to local service people in WW1 will be 
ready for ANZAC day. The panel designed by Martin Lilford using 
NHS images is now installed. Acknowledgement and thanks to the 
indefatigable Jo Davie for all her work on the service histories of 
local men, Maggie Broadhead for photos and research, Janet South 
for the special feature on Lieut. Richardson, Marie Tormey for the 
beautiful poppies, Natasha Wicks for the intriguing story behind our 
medals and Murray Adams for his digitisation expertise and great 
support always.  

Keith White has given permission for us to screen the ‘Our Boys at 
the Front’ DVD. This accompanies the Mornington & District 
Historical Society’s excellent publication based on the pages from 
the Peninsula Post 1914-1918. Founded in 1913, this weekly paper 
was the main vehicle for news about Peninsula service people 
overseas via publishing letters, poems etc. It also recorded support 
events held all over the Peninsula by the small communities. 

Perhaps the most moving story I worked on is the medallion, often 
called a ‘dead man’s penny, sent to the family of Charles Albert 
Trenwith, who was killed in action aged 19 in October 1917. I had 
wondered why the family donated it as these medallions were 
intended for mounting on the dead soldier’s headstone. But Charles 
does not have a headstone anywhere – only his name on the Menin 
Gate Memorial along with the other 6,178 Australians who died in the 
Ypres campaign and are without a grave. We have now had this 
precious artefact mounted and it is on display now with his story. 

 Charles’s father William Arthur Trenwith enlisted in February 1917 at 
43 years old and returned home in October 1918.              Joy Kitch 
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LEST WE FORGET … 25  April 1915 Memorial Display at Sorrento Museum 

!
Congratulations to…..  

Val Wilson (Mornington Historical Society) on her book The 
Names on the Mornington Peninsula Honour Roll 1914 -1918: 
Who Were They?                Contact MHS for more details.  

!
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 Charles Albert Trenwith’s !

‘Dead Man’s Penny’!!!
See p. 13 for story



NEPEAN AND RYE HISTORICAL SOCIETIES LUNCHEON,           
3rd JULY 11.30 FOR 12 NOON, RYE HOTEL 

BOOKING FORM 

Name ………………….…………………………………………….	


Address ……………………………………………………………!

………………………………………………………………………..	


Suburb ……………………………….. Postcode …………………!

Telephone number ...............................	


Names of person/s attending …………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………… 

[ ] Cheque enclosed for $ .........................................                  
Please make cheques payable to Nepean Historical Society, or  

[ ] Charge to my [ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard  

Amount $……..      ........           Card No. ……………………..      
Expiry Date MM……..YY...............                                                      
Card holder’s name ………………………………………………  

Card holder’s .Signature …………………………………….….., or                 

[ ] Electronic funds transfer (EFT):                                                     
Bank details are: BSB: 063891 Account No. 10006495                       
Account name: Nepean Historical Society 
Please enter your name and ‘Lunch’ in the payee reference box. 

Mail completed application form to:                                                     
Doreen Parker,                                                                                     
Nepean Historical Society,                                                                         
P.O. Box 139, Sorrento, 3943                 by Friday 19th June. 
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NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
!

Office Bearers of the Society 2014-2015 

!
PRESIDENT: Joy Kitch 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Glenn Whipp 

SECRETARY & ARCHIVIST: Doreen Parker 

DISPLAYS & COLLECTION COORDINATOR: Joy Kitch 

TREASURER: Yvonne Watson 

COMMITTEE: Marie Clark, Jenny Nixon, Clive Smith, 

Janet South, Val Stieglbauer 

!
!
!
!

The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the 
support of :
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