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Sep 5th Monthly Meeting 8pm at the Museum 
  Speaker: Associate Professor Don Garden,  
       President, Royal Historical Society of Victoria 
  Topic:  Loved, Neglected and Exploited:  
   Port Phillip in our History  
 

Oct 3rd  Annual General Meeting 8pm at the Museum 
  (See notice of meeting and nomination form p.8/9)  

Speaker: Peter Munro, professional tour guide & amateur 
historian ‘  
Topic:  ‘A few Melbourne stories: anecdotes  behind some of 
Melbourne icons’ 

 

Nov 7th Monthly Meeting 8pm at the Museum 
Speaker: Dale Kelly, Shire Heritage Planner   
Topic:  ‘Recollections of a wandering heritage architect / 
advisor’  
(Joint meeting with Nepean Conservation Group)  

 

Dec 5th End of Year Function 5:30pm - 7pm at the Museum  
Music from the 1940s to the 1970s  by Keith White 
Bookings essential. (See form p.11) 

 

Feb 6th Monthly Meeting 8pm at the Museum 
Speaker: Mark Ryan, Southern Ocean Exploration  
Topic:  ‘The Search for the First Shot in World War I at Point 
Nepean’  

 

Join us for dinner at Buckley's Chance at 6.15pm prior to the meetings.   
Book on 5984 2888 and ask to join the NHS table.    

COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS  

We regret the passing of Dot Sullivan, a long-standing member of the NHS 
and for many years a regular volunteer on the Museum’s roster. A true Sor-
rento girl, born and bred, she shared a wealth of stories of the early days. She 
and Fred have been a real presence living across the road. 
  

We also acknowledge the loss of Peter Nicholson after many years of ill 
health. Peter was Treasurer of the Society for a period on a couple of occa-
sions. 
 

 We would like to express our condolences to Fred Sullivan and Naomi Nichol-
son and their families. 

VALEVALE  
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1ST SHOT CENTENARY1ST SHOT CENTENARY  
A huge crowd turned out to the Commemoration of the ‘First Shot’ of the 
British Empire in World War 1. The team from the NHS were there. 

A big thank you to NHS jam makers Bev Baker, Suzanne Ewart, Patricia Ball, 
and new member Rob Edington for a wonderful range to be sold under the 
one-off label "First Shot Jam" at the Point Nepean Commemoration on 5th 
August. 
A huge thank you must also go to 
Fay Poll, for her tireless 
preparation, labelling and topping of 
the jams. 
A big thank you to Margo Ashton 
from the Search and Rescue Op 
Shop in Blairgowrie for donating her 
time to crochet  beanies for our First 
Shot stall at the Quarantine Station. 
If any one has any spare time they 
would love some new volunteers. 
Jane Byrne 
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The Nepean Historical Society continues to hold monthly 
meetings on the first Friday of 
each month, except July and 
December when we hold social 
functions. 
 
 
In July this year the traditional 
lunch at the Rye Hotel was held 

in conjunction with the Rye Historical Society and 
was attended by 50 people including the Mayor , 
NHS and Rye HS members, and several 
representatives of other organisations. Patricia Ball 
and Helen Schneider performed songs from the time 
of the First World War and historian Dr Noah Riseman, from the Australian 
Catholic University, spoke about Aboriginal soldiers in WW I. 

 
 
 
The Local History Network Post Cards 
Exhibition has been very successful. 
On 7th August The Mayor opened the 
Exhibition at the Sorrento Museum and 
Associate Professor Don Garden, 
Royal Historical Society of Victoria 
President, spoke. About 45 people 

attended, many from other 
Peninsula Local History 
Network organisations. Over 
100 people from the NHS, 

other societies and the general public attended the community day on 8th 
August . Free refreshments were provided and the Croquet Club played on 
the lawn. The Exhibition has continued to attract visitors to the Museum prior 
to its move to other venues on the Peninsula and elsewhere in Victoria in mid
-August. Thanks to Natasha Wicks and Joy Kitch for a tremendous effort co-
ordinating the exhibition while it is at Nepean and to the many other 
volunteers who have assisted, including those from other societies who have 
demonstrated the ability of the Network to collaborate successfully. 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORTPRESIDENT’S REPORT  

Dr Riseman 

Pauline Powell Rye HS with Martin Dixon 
MLA, Don Garden and Cr Antonella Celi 
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. . . cont.. . . cont.  

At a recent Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Nepean Ward 
function NHS member Des 
Young was awarded a 
Mayoral Commendation 
Certificate for his service to 
the local community. Des was 
recognised for his long-
standing interest and 
involvement in the 
preservation of Sorrento and 
Southern Peninsula historical 
assets. 
 

Our Society was well 
represented at the 
Centenary Commemoration 
of the First Allied Shot of World War 1 on August 5th at Point Nepean. 
Thanks to Janet South, who carried out research for Parks Victoria, and to 
Jane Byrne, co-ordinator of the Society's stall at the event. 
 

Doreen Parker 
President 

This picture was taken in June at Point Nepean when Des Young led a guided tour of 

Foreign Military personnel from the Defence International Training Centre. 

The relationship between the NHS and DITC is now in its eighth year.  

The programme which is specially tailored to 
the needs of the visitors includes the Sorrento 
Steam Tram Platform as well as the 
Quarantine Station  and the Forts with Des 
and ends up in the Museum to view sections 
of the Collins Settlement DVD with Richard 
Cotter and to see the relics of the 1803 
settlement.  

They always enjoy Watts’ Cottage and an 
introduction to Australian pioneer culture with 
me too. 

Bergliot Dallas 
Tours Coordinator 

DES & DITCDES & DITC  

L-R: Cr Tim Rodgers, Don Ewart, Des Young, 
Dorothy Houghton, Charles Cayless and Cr 
Hugh Fraser.    
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HERITAGE WATCHHERITAGE WATCH  

QUARANTINE STATION DEVELOPMENT 

The State Government published statements at the end of July, revealing that the 
preferred proposal for the Quarantine Station was a submission from Richard 
Shelmerdine. An outline was given in conceptual terms at a meeting on 31 July 
convened jointly by the Nepean Conservation Group, Ratepayers and NHS. It 
involves the creation of a holistic health and wellness resort, and is based on the 
successful harnessing of geothermal spring water from very deep beneath the 
moonah forest inland from the parade ground.  

The Government was due to place material about the project for public inspection on 
the internet (Department of Environment and Primary Industry) and at the Parks 
Victoria Information Centre at PN, and to close off public comment on August 28. At 
the time of writing, details about the plans and intentions of the government and the 
developer were being sought as a matter of urgency, to be considered by NHS during 
August.  

Early indications of NHS's concerns include the adequacy of provisions being made 
for heritage, museum services and education, for which there is so far no convincing 
detail, and also the manner in which planning approvals will be made during the 
course of the next 99 years, which is the period for which the government may be 
handing over leasehold and management to private ownership. 

(For further info go to  http://www.depi.vic.gov.au/nepean. - Ed.) 

COLLINS SETTLEMENT 

1 A report by the Council's project officer for the development of a pathway around 
the base of the Eastern Sister was received in July. The cost of the project, first 
estimated at the time when sub-division of the Shelmerdine land was granted, has 
more than doubled and is still rising. At time of writing there were no detailed plans 
available showing the connections of the proposed revetment with either the 
Cameron's Bight beach or the Sullivan Bay beach, and the extra costs of providing for 
the recently acknowledged high rockfall risk were not known. Referrals to the various 
authorities were incomplete. 

2 The planning application for development of Lot 5 of the former Shelmerdine land 
has been called in for decision by the Council, due for late August. A major concern of 
NHS and other community groups has been the lack of provision for unobstructed 
views of the Sullivan Bay beach and of the Western Sister, from the existing Parks 
Victoria public viewing platform on the Eastern Sister. 

3 NHS has been seeking improved coordination in the management arrangements at 
the Collins Settlement Site (which covers the coastal foreshore from Cameron's Bight 
jetty to the Couta Boat Sail Club jetty). Ward Councillors have assisted in raising 
awareness about this matter, and a joint group including Parks Victoria, the Shire and 
the State Department of Environment Primary Industry is now at work on the matter. 

Frank Hindley 
Convener 
NHS Heritage and Planning Group 

http://www.depi.vic.gov.au/nepean
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The Postcards Exhibition, with stories from eight Peninsula Historical 
Societies, attracted many appreciative visitors. People particularly enjoyed 
Keith White's skilfully created video, which expanded on the displays via 
interviews, photos and film.  Sorrento's wonderful little film showing 1890s 
tourists arriving by ferry and riding on the steam tram to the Back Beach 
delighted everyone. 
When this exhibition moves on, we shall set up two important new displays:- 

Red Cross Centenary 

The Australian Red Cross movement, and its 
local Portsea-Sorrento branch, celebrate their 
100th anniversary this year. We shall work with 
President Kaye Hafey and Red Cross 
members to pay tribute to this intrepid band 
who, as part of the world's largest humanitarian 
movement, began by rolling bandages, knitting 
socks and sending food parcels to the troops, 
and have worked ever since, operating the 
Blood Bank until recently, and giving support to 
emergency services, first aid, social welfare, 
and endless fundraising. 

They recently lost one of their stalwarts, Dot 
Sullivan, whose Mother had been one-time 
treasurer. 

If you have any badges, photos or other items you could lend for this display, 
please contact Kaye Hafey or The Museum. 

This display will be opening at the Museum on Saturday 30th August. 

Centenary of World War 1, and the First Allied Shot fired 

Already a large folder of information about the shot, prepared by Researcher 
Janet South, is on show at the museum. Mainly culled from our own 
archives, it includes some interesting and unusual aspects of the story of this 
significant event. 

More display material about the First World War is being gathered, and will 
include material about local people who served in that tragic conflict.  The 
Veterans' Affairs grant recently granted for an ANZAC display panel in 2015 
will use some of this, too.  We welcome ideas on what should be included. 

Joy Kitch,  
Co-ordinator, Collection and Displays  

MUSEUM EXHIBITION NEWSMUSEUM EXHIBITION NEWS  
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The Annual General Meeting of the Nepean Historical Society Incorporated 
will be held on Friday 3rd October at 8 PM at the Sorrento Mechanics’ 
Institute / Museum, 827 Melbourne Road, Sorrento 
 

DRAFT AGENDA 
Present / Apologies / Proxies 
Confirmation of Minutes of 2013 AGM 
Action arising from the Minutes 
Annual Report of Committee 
Financial Statements 
Confirm or vary amounts of Annual Subscription and Joining fee 
Honorary Life Memberships 
Other business on notice 
Election of Office Bearers and Members of Committee 

 

GUEST SPEAKER Peter Munro,  ‘A few Melbourne stories: anecdotes 
behind some of Melbourne’s icons’ 
 

PROXY FORM 
If you are unable to attend the meeting but wish to nominate a proxy please 
complete and return your nomination to the Secretary, Nepean Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 139, Sorrento, 3943 by Thursday 2nd October or give to 
the Chairperson prior to the start of the meeting. 
 

 
I ........................................................................................................................ 
 
of ...................................................................................................................... 

(Address) 
 

being a member of the Society and entitled to vote 
 
Hereby appoint ................................................................................................ 
 
of ..................................................................................................................... 

(Address) 
 

being a member of the Society and entitled to vote, as my proxy to vote for 
me and on my behalf at the Annual General Meeting of the Society to be held 
on FRIDAY 3rd OCTOBER 2014  
My proxy is authorised to vote on my behalf at his/her discretion in favour of 
or against  resolution(s)  on notice that may be put to the meeting  
 

 
Signed........................................................................Dated............................. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGNOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
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Nepean Historical Society Incorporated 
(Registered Number A0021260M) 

 
POSITIONS VACANT President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, 
Archivist, Collections and Display Coordinator and 6 ordinary Committee 
members. Please considering nominating if you believe you can contribute a 
small amount of your time to help the Society. 
 
NOMINATION FORM  Please return your nomination to  
The Secretary, Nepean Historical Society, P.O. Box 139, Sorrento, 3943  
by Friday 26th September. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOMINATION FORM 
 
I   ……………………………………………………………………...…………... 
 

being a member of the Nepean Historical Society 
 
Hereby Nominate   ....................................................................................... 
 

being a member of the Society and entitled to be a member of the Committee  
 
as ................................................................................................................. 

(Position on the Committee) 
 
to be elected at the Annual General Meeting to be held on the 3rd Oct 2014 
 
Signed...........................................................................Dated......................... 
 
I   ……………………..……………………………………………………………. 
 
being a member of the Society hereby Second such nomination. 
 
Signed...........................................................................Dated........................ 
 
 
I   …………………………………………….……………………………………... 
hereby Accept such nomination. 
 
 
Signed...........................................................................Dated........................ 

NOMINATION FORMNOMINATION FORM  
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SAUSAGE SIZZLE AT BUNNINGSSAUSAGE SIZZLE AT BUNNINGS  

Friday 18 July 2014 
 

 

Bernie Poll is enthusiastic about the fund-raising capacity of a sausage 
sizzle. The wintery weather was unable to dampen his spirits on this chilly 
Friday and, despite the comparatively low number of shoppers, his 
organisation and supervision of the day’s activities raised another $550.90 
nett for the coffers of the NHS. This included the sale of left-over sausage for 
$25. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are grateful for the donated bread we received from Baked in Sorrento 
and Bakers Delight in Port Phillip Plaza and, as usual, the sausages from 
Tasman Meats were a hit. 

My thanks to Bernie and Faye and to everyone else who worked so tirelessly 
for our Society:- David Dallas,  Paul Fitzjohn, Arthur Hicowe, Joy Kitch,  Leon 
Riley, Val Stieglbauer, Des Young and Glenn Whipp. 

Jane Byrne produced smart and practical black aprons for the cooks which 
complemented the white ones sporting our NHS logo. Thank you Jane. The 
team effort clocked up 40 volunteer hours. 

Well done once again Bernie! 

Bergliot Dallas 

L/R Joy Kitch, Bunnings staff member,  
Val Stieglbauer, Bernie Poll & Des Young  
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Nepean Historical Society members and friends are invited to celebrate the 
end of another successful year at the Sorrento Museum / Mechanics’ 
Institute, 827 Melbourne  Rd., Sorrento,  on Friday December 5th  2014  
from 5.30 PM to 7PM. The charge is $20 per person which includes drinks 
and finger food.. 
 
Music: Keith White One Man Superband.  
Popular music from the 1940s to the 1970s - from 
easy listening to rock and roll. 
 

To book, complete the form below and send with 
payment to:  
Doreen Parker, Nepean Historical Society,  
P.O. Box 139, Sorrento, 3943    
by Friday 21st November.  
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

MUSIC IN THE MUSEUM , 5th DECEMBER  

 
Name ................................................................... 
 
Address ……………………………………………. 
 
Suburb ..............................................................Postcode ......................... 
 
Telephone number ................................................ .................................... 
 
Names  of persons 
attending  ...................................................................................................... 
 
 
Cheque enclosed for $ .........................................   
Please make cheques payable to Nepean Historical Society, or 
 
Charge to my [  ]  Visa  [  ]  Mastercard     Amount $................     
 
Card No. ………………………….……….……..Expiry Date MM……..YY…….. 
 
Card holder’s name…………………………………………………………. 

 
Card holder’s Signature …………………………………………………………. 

MUSIC IN THE MUSEUMMUSIC IN THE MUSEUM  



 

 

NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
PO BOX 139 
827 MELBOURNE ROAD 
SORRENTO  3943 
 

Phone:  (03) 5984 0255  
Fax:      (03) 5984 0935 
Email:   nepeanhs@satlink.com.au 
Web:     www.nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au 

OFFICE-BEARERS 2013-2014 

PRESIDENT:  Doreen Parker 

VICE-PRESIDENT:  Glenn Whipp  

SECRETARY:  Joy Kitch 

TREASURER:  Yvonne Watson  

DISPLAYS AND COLLECTION COORDINATOR:  Joy Kitch 

COMMITTEE:  Jane Eldred-Byrne, Natasha Wicks,  

Bergliot Dallas, Janet South, Jenny Nixon,  

Marie Clark, Val Stieglbauer, 

The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the support of -  

NEW PUBLICATIONS IN THE BOOKSHOP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop the Pfalz - 1914 

The First British Empire shot of WW1  

by Keith Quinton, Siranne Hose,  

and Rafe Slaney $25  


