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!
COMING EVENTS 

!
Our meetings are held on the first Friday of the month               

at 8pm in the Mechanics’ Institute 

Corner of Melbourne & Ocean Beach Roads Sorrento 

Free and open to all 

Tea or Coffee afterwards by donation 

If you would like to join us at 6.15pm prior to the meeting for dinner 
at  Buckley’s Chance, please contact  Doreen Parker (Secretary) by 

12 noon on the day before at                                   
admin@nhs.asn.au or phone 5984 0255 

!
MARCH 6TH   
‘Sorrento and Portsea Heritage Precincts’ 
A look at some of the Nepean Peninsula’s historic sites. 
Frank Hindley – Convener of NHS Heritage & Planning Group !
APRIL 10TH  
‘Walking and exploring around Port Phillip and Western Port Bays’ 
Graham Patterson – scientist, walker and author of the two excellent 
books Coastal Guide to Nature and History- Port Phillip and Mornington 
Peninsula’s Ocean Shore – Western Port, Phillip Island and French Island. !
May 1st  
‘The Mysterious Ship’s Figurehead found at Rosebud - the next 
episode …..’ 
Bob McKenzie – maritime and family history researcher talking about his 
recent trip to the ship building yards and historians of New Brunswick, 
Canada to learn more. ! !
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Christmas Party 2014 

!
In the 1870s the Sorrento Mechanics’ Institute building was used for 
many purposes, including dances and musical performances.	


!
In early December last 
year the building ‘rocked’ 
to the sound of a different 
music as about 60 
members and guests 
danced and tapped their 
toes to the popular music 
of the 1950s and 60s at 
the Society’s end of year 
function.!

!
Keith White (pictured right), who has 
carried out many multimedia projects 
for the Society, performed as an 
electronic ‘One Man Superband’. 
Drinks were provided by the Rye 
Hotel and food by the Peninsula 
Pantry.                  !

! !  ! !
! !  Doreen Parker!!
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Murray Adams, MPS Digitisation Officer 
& Doreen Parker, NHS Secretary, 
enjoying the Christmas party.



PRESIDENT’S REPORT                     
Joy Kitch 

Last year ended with a very happy 
Christmas function (see previous page), and 
the welcome news of the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire's grant to us of $30,000, 
covering a detailed scoping and costing 
document and architect's drawings for the 
Museum upgrade and storage facilities. !
The Christmas Raffle raised $436 - thanks to all who bought tickets! 
The most deserving winner of the framed reproduction of the 1854 
Survey Map of Point Nepean was a disbelieving Bev Baker. If you 
missed out, we still have some unframed limited edition prints of this 
map for sale at $40. !
2015 has started with lots of action, too: Collins Settlement Site, 
lease of Quarantine Station, and planning application issues are 
keeping our Heritage and Planning Group busy, and restoration of 
the Post Office is near completion! (see page 8) !
Thanks to Val Stieglbauer's excellent rostering efforts and our 
steadfast volunteers, the museum opened every day in January.   
200 adults and 40 children visited, with steady trade at the shop, too, 
under the enthusiastic management of Suzanne Ewart, aided by 
Bernie Poll. The many first-time visitors often expressed delight and 
surprise at the extent of our displays, and children especially loved 
Watts' Cottage. (See also page 15 for Stall Report) !
It was pleasing to see a number of new members volunteering for 
Museum roster duty, which is much appreciated.  All new volunteers 
are paired with experienced members at first, while they learn the 
rôle, and being on duty gives you the opportunity to become more 
familiar with our wonderful and diverse collection.  More help always 
welcome!  
We take this opportunity to thank Dorothy Chisholm and Penny 
Meuleman for their many years of volunteering and welcoming 
visitors to the Museum.They are taking a well-deserved rest, but 
remain valued members. !
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Thanks also to members who shop at Ritchie's supermarket and use 
their Community Benefit Card for the NHS. We'll tell you more when 
we know how much we are earning! !
The 25th Australia Day Luncheon was hosted by the still energetic 
Dorothy Houghton at Rye Hotel. Speaker Robert Pascoe entertained 
us with stories of Melbourne and its football tribes in the 1880s.  We 
may adopt his interesting prosopographical method of collecting 
information! (see page10 for full report) !
On 27th January, Channel 9 'Postcards' crew filmed for two hours at 
the Museum and Watts' Cottage.  Our recently appointed Life 
Member, Bergliot Dallas, caretaker of the cottage, dressed for the 
occasion as Mrs. Watts with mobcap and apron and gave some 
insights into a local lime-burner’s family life. This edition of 
'Postcards' was screened on Sunday 8th February. Our section was 
disappointingly short. !
The NHS commemorative panel to local ANZACS is well under way 
now. We received an Anzac Centenary Grant, and are very pleased 
with the final draft of the 1800mm by 1100mm panel by Martin Lilford, 
who has used images selected from the Society's collection for the 
striking design.  On a date to be announced soon, we plan to unveil 
the panel in conjunction with the Sorrento-Portsea RSL at the 
museum.  Members are cordially invited to share in this special 
occasion, and morning tea will be served. !
We shall celebrate the 50th anniversary of the founding of our 
Society this year, with a film night and speakers on 4th and 5th 
September.  If you own, or know others who own, memorabilia such 
as photos, videos, posters, articles, archival material, or artefacts 
relating to NHS events and activities since the inaugural meeting in 
1965, please contact us at the Museum. !
We look forward to seeing you at our monthly meetings and at these 
special events.  There are some interesting speakers lined up 
already (see page 2). If you have any suggestions for a theme or 
speaker, please contact me via email, note, or telephone.   At our 
first meeting for the year, Mark Ryan of Southern Ocean Exploration 
explained to a good crowd what will be required in the search for the 
first shell fired by the Allies in World War 1, and how he will 
recognize it.  His passion and enthusiasm for diving are contagious. 
      Joy Kitch, President 

Page !5



The Next Chapter in the SEA Saga…  By Bob McKenzie!

 
For ten days last August I 
continued my research into 
this ship, wrecked on Point 
Nepean in 1853, and into the 
people connected with her, 
but this time I was in Saint 
John, New Brunswick, 
Canada, where she was built 
in 1847.	


Various contacts made before 
leaving home proved 
invaluable. In particular, Ruth 
McQuinn, responding to my 
email to the City of Saint John website, identified John Storm’s 
shipyard, birthplace of the SEA, and became my local 'fixer', 
organising a radio broadcast recorded before my visit, plus three 
events:	


1. A media event attended by the Minister for Tourism, Heritage and 
Culture, local dignitaries and interested public, to help spread the 
story of the SEA.	


2. A talk at the Public Library, well attended by ship and family 
historians and others, many surprised by an Australian's interest in a 
locally built ship.	


3. A 'Walk and Talk' tour with local historians, from the city centre 
along the foreshore to the Portland shipyard, speaking about the 
history of places we passed, the SEA and those who built her on the 
site now reclaimed from the foreshore of the Bay of Fundy.                         

I spent many hours in the New Brunswick Museum archives, and 
found half a dozen likely wood-carvers for our figurehead to 
investigate further. John Storm built two ships with 'bird' figureheads! 

The N.B. Museum Galleries exhibition 'Wind Wood and Sail: 
Shipbuilding in the 19th Century', with artefacts, photos and other 
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Trevor Holder & Shelley Rinehart 



images, etc., made the industry which 
used to dominate life in Saint John 
very understandable. 

More research continued at 
St.Martin's Quaco Museum, Sleeve's 
House Museum in Hillsborough, and 
Albert County Museum in Hopewell 
Cape - all shipbuilding areas near 
Saint John - and I also visited Fernhill 
Cemetery to find and photograph the 
graves of John Storm and of James 
Kirk, first owner of the SEA.                         	


Was the trip a success? Well, there     
were no 'Wow!' moments, but 
considering how many fires used to 
break out in Saint John's wooden 
buildings, it's a wonder any archives 
survive at all. However, if you 
measure success by the number of 
new, interested friends of the SEA 
made during my research, the trip to Saint John was very worthwhile.

	
 Bob McKenzie, descendant of immigrants on the SEA
————————————————————-  
We are very grateful to Bob for all his research, and feel he must have sown 
the seeds, with all his contacts, for new information to emerge concerning 
our figurehead.                                                   Janet South, Research Officer    

    From the Argus 22 June 1853 p.4	
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Robert McKenzie in the 
“Wind, Wood & Sail, 
Shipbuilding in the 19th 
Century” gallery at New 
Brunswick Museum



HERITAGE WATCH 

 
Collins Settlement Site 
During January the Shire 
applied successfully to the 
relevant court, the 
Victorian Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal, for 
an enforcement order 
against the owner of 3080 
Point Nepean Road, 
requiring him to remove 
the decks, bathroom trailer 
and tents which he had 
installed for summer 
camping on the cliff top at 
the Eastern Sister. These 
affected the public viewing 
of Sullivan Bay and its 
beach and the Western 
Sister promontory,  and breached numerous permit requirements 
under the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme. !
The owner of 3080 Point Nepean Road has also put  two 
applications before VCAT, seeking variations to the conditions which 
are part of the Council permit for development of a $3m. 
house at the same address. These cases involve hearings to 
consider the owner's proposals to build various permanent works on 
the cliff top, beyond the approved building envelope for the house, 
and again with effects on public viewing and appreciation of this most 
important historic site. !!
Former Sorrento Post Office 
Mr Peter Griffin has informed us that the restoration work on this 
historic Post Office and Postmaster's Residence was running to plan, 
with completion due in mid February, and fitting-out by the chosen 
retailer in time for a March opening. !!!
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Lot 5 Collins Settlement Site 6 January 2015 
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Quarantine Station, Point Nepean 
A lease, so far unpublished, was signed in November between 
Richard Shelmerdine's company and the State Government which 
shortly afterwards lost office as the result of a general election. The 
underlying  proposed re-zoning of the Quarantine Station to enable 
the project did not proceed through Parliament as would have been 
required. !
The declared policies of the incoming government are in opposition 
to this proposal for development at the Quarantine Station, and at 
the time of writing NHS is awaiting replies to its questions to the new 
government regarding its intentions. !!
Tuckey Track 
Council has refused an application by an adjoining owner for the 
removal of an historic line of  Tasmanian Blue Gums, in the section of 
the Tuckey Track opposite the Sorrento  Couta Boat Sail Club. !!
         Frank Hindley, Convener 
    Heritage and Planning Working Group 
                     1 Feb 15 
_______________________________________________________ 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

!
!
!

Belated congratulations to long-
time member Nancy Carney 
(formerly Cerutty), seen here 
with Ula Scott on her 103rd 

birthday last November. 

!
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It’s Not All About Football! 

!
History can teach us many lessons, through events that shape our 
present culture by drawing parallels. For many years, the Australian 
Day luncheon has been hosted and organized by the Rye Hotel and 
its gracious doyenne Dorothy Houghton.  Its sponsors have been the 
former Collins Settlement Advisory Group, followed by Nepean 
Historical Society, partnered by Rye Historical Society for the last few 
years.!

Seventy two history enthusiasts attended this 2015 event. The Guest 
Speaker was Professor Robert Pascoe, Dean Laureate and 
Professor of History at Victoria University, Footscray Campus. The 
main thrust of Robert’s address was that a parallel existed between 
the origin and growth of Australian Rules football and Victorian 
Colonial life. During an entertaining presentation, Robert touched on 
a number of aspects which included:-!

• The secret of 
Melbourne’s success 
viz. large tracts of 
land surrounding the 
city grid withheld from 
public auction. These 
tracts ultimately 
became Melbourne’s 
parks and gardens 
(Melbourne’s emerald 
necklace)!

• From the outset, 
colonial Melbourne’s 
typical Saturday 
afternoon was set 
aside for 
recreational 
pursuits.!
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Pru Found, Rye HS President, Robert 
Pascoe & Joy Kitch NHS President. 
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• The emergence of suburbs on the fringes of parklands with 
local loyalties.!

• The growth of Emerald Hill (South Melbourne) from a 
‘canvas town’ of the 1850s immigrants to a ‘classless’ and 
inclusive suburb.!

• The socio-economic status of each community was mirrored 
in its football club with each attracting intense support from 
its local residents.!

• The sharp division of suburban football clubs along religious 
and other lines: Essendon anti catholic, University strongly 
patriotic, and  Richmond and Collingwood against Australia’s 
involvement in WW1.!

•  Robert’s research showed that one quarter of the highly 
patriotic University Football club was comprised of doctors 
and, of the 39 members of that club who enlisted for W.W.1, 
twelve were killed in action.  !

• The surviving clubs of today carry vestiges of their founding 
tribal character (eg. Catholic North Melbourne, rural 
Geelong).!

Today we have a weekly current football programme on National 
Television that is introduced with the song “More than a Game”. I 
believe the title is most apt when putting Robert’s Australia Day 
presentation into an historical context.!

Yes indeed! It was not all about football!!

! ! ! ! ! ! ! Peter Munro!!
STATEMENT OF SOLIDARITY!!

Nous aussi, nous sommes Charlie!!
Editor!

!
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!
POLO AT PORTSEA 

!
On one Saturday each January you may have seen images of 
glamorous young people (and an occasional glimpse of a polo pony) 
in the media, heard the ‘chuk chukka’ of  helicopters flying over 
Sorrento or seen large boats heading towards Point Nepean. Only 
for the young rich you think….well not necessarily. 

!
As a horse lover and curious local I finally bought myself a ticket for 
this one day of the Portsea year. You don’t have to be invited into 
one of the fancy sponsors’ marquees – in fact for the $75 general 
admission price you actually buy much more space with tables and 
chairs in the shade of the beautiful old moonah trees across the oval 
from the celebrity crowded marquees. 

The first recorded tournament of polo was in 600 B.C. when the 
Turkomans played the Persians. Nomadic warriors played a version 
over 2,000 years ago. Polo was used to train cavalry from 

Constantinople to Japan 
in the Middle Ages. 
When you visit 
Samarkand you can still 
see Tamerlane’s polo 
field and in Ispahan, 
Shah Abba the Great’s 
(1585-1628) ground is 
still a park with his 
original stone goal 
posts. 

The British Army and tea planters in India took up the game and by 
the 1870s it was well established in England and introduced to the 
famous Long Island Club in New York in 1881. Colonel Thomas St. 
Quintin of the British Cavalry’s 10th Hussars introduced polo to 
Australia in 1879. Polo was an Olympic sport from 1900 to 1936. 
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The current format at the Quarantine Station began 14 years ago 
when David Calvert Jones, grandson of Dame Elizabeth Murdoch, 
and some friends held a match as a fundraiser. In 2008 the event 
had to be cancelled due to the outbreak of equine influenza but it has 
returned bigger than ever now with over 6,000 attendees. 

 I was probably one of the few who watched all 3 of the exciting 
games played at Point Nepean – most of the beautiful young things 
are more enthusiastically showing off their tans and long legs by 
walking around the oval in eye catching outfits – it’s like an open air 
catwalk. If you plan to attend there is a blog which advises what you 
might wear.  I’d taken gumboots as rain was forecast but very high 
heels and glamorous lacey shorts were preferred this year. Some 
people did look a little strange doing the traditional ‘treading the 
divots’ on the oval after each game ended. 

The players (men and women) basically follow the same rules as set 
down for hundreds of years. There are 4 members on each team. 
The aim is to score goals by driving the small wooden/plastic ball into 
the opposing team’s goal using a long handled mallet. Sounds easy? 
But exhausting for the horses so each rider changes horses 3 or 4 
times over the game which is divided into 4 or 5 chukkas. The riders 
literally jump from one horse to the next waiting one without touching 
the ground. The fresh horses are constantly being walked and 
warmed up. So you can understand why this sport is costly. 

This big day literally employs hundreds of people as security guards, 
cleaners, catering staff, drivers and marquee creators and 
dismantlers. 

It is a fascinating day – from 11.00 till 6.00pm you can watch the 
games and the people. I loved it… and didn’t need my gum boots! 
        
       Joy Kitch 

!
!
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TOUR GROUPS AND PROMOTIONS  

!!!
Since last July the Society has hosted 17 group events which 
brought 352 visitors from schools, Probus and other community 
groups as well as the International Defence Force. 
This is a very pleasing result for the first half of the financial year and 
we have already started with the many bookings we have for the 
next few months. The recent screening of the visit of the Channel 9 
Postcards team to our museum and Watts’ Cottage should generate 
interest among the general public. We would like to acknowledge 
Des Young for his excellent tours of Point Nepean with International 
Defence personnel. They are highly regarded by the organising 
officers at RAAF Williams. !
We have streamlined the school groups to limit our expenditure of 
physical energy while minimising unnecessary movement of the 
students. We have also undertaken Museum Outreach visits to 
classes in school.  Natasha covers the guided bus tours for which 
the demand is increasing and is happy to lead those who want to 
walk the Sorrento Historic Precinct.  !
Our thanks to our helpers over these past few months: Richard 
Cotter, David Dallas, Joy Kitch, Claire McFadyen,  Janet South,     
Val Stieglbauer, Des Young. !
Bergliot Dallas and Natasha Wicks ! !

THANK YOU !
Many thanks to Clive Smith for his work as Editor of the 

Nepean. He has now resigned from this role but will continue 
to serve on the Committee and act as our webmaster. Janet 
South will now be the Editor and Margaret Broadhead our 

Publisher.!

!
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PROMOTIONAL STREET STALLS 

!
Our street stalls in Sorrento and Blairgowrie this summer have been 
very successful with takings for November, December and January 
totalling over $3,600. Bernie’s gingerbread houses were very popular 
at Christmas and craft items have been selling well. 

Please note, we have beautiful Rodriquez tea towels, designed and 
printed in Australia, which make great gifts at an excellent price. 

The two January stalls sold 66 jars of jam and relish, and we are 
always very grateful for donations of fruit to our stalwart jam makers.  

At times, we need extra help with the stalls: if you can spare an 
occasional two hours or so, please contact Suzanne on 5084 3905. 

Coming Stalls: 

Sorrento:  February 28th,    March 7th,      April 25th,    May 9th 

Blairgowrie:                            March 21st,    April 4th,       May 30th 

      Suzanne Ewart 

MEMBERSHIP 

!
We welcome the following new members to the Society, and look 

forward to meeting them at meetings and functions.  

Douglas & Tracy Steele, Greg & Jackie Sitch, Susan Schiefer,    
John & Joyce Phillingham, Graham & Lynette Reeve,                        

Kay Lipman, Trish Harris.           

!
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NEPEAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
!

Office Bearers of the Society 2014-2015 

!
PRESIDENT: Joy Kitch 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Glenn Whipp 

SECRETARY & ARCHIVIST: Doreen Parker 

DISPLAYS & COLLECTION COORDINATOR: Joy Kitch 

TREASURER: Yvonne Watson 

COMMITTEE: Marie Clark, Jenny Nixon, Clive Smith, 

Janet South, Val Stieglbauer 

 

!
!
!

!
The Nepean Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the 

support of :
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