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 The Nepean 

Ilfracombe, Barnstaple and Ashford 

One afternoon last spring a lady, visiting Sorrento from 
North Devon, saw the new Watts’ Cottage sign on 
Ocean Beach Road and came into the museum with 
her sister to investigate. It was a fortunate encounter as 
I was thrilled to 
discover that she 
hailed from 
Barnstaple, a couple of 
miles from John 
Francis Watts’ 
birthplace in the village 
of Ashford. 

Wendy was entranced 
with the cottage and when she returned home she 
researched the Watts family at the local library. While 
there she met a couple who were doing research into 
their ancestor, Joshua Watts, one of John Francis’ 
younger brothers! 

Wendy has sent us some wonderful historic postcards 
of Barnstaple and Ilfracombe as well as photocopied 
images of Ashford, a century ago. The interior of St 
Peter’s, Ashford is very similar to St John’s, Sorrento 
and the compact village, with its thatched cottages, has 
an atmosphere 
reminiscent of early 
Sorrento. One of the 
postcards shows a 
detailed map of the 
area which is 
particularly useful for 
us to see how 
Barnstaple, Ashford 
and Ilfracombe relate to each other. 

I look forward to meeting these two lovely ladies again 
when Wendy next visits her sister, Margaret. 

Bergliot Dallas 

Ilfracombe 
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Mar 7th  Monthly Meeting 8pm at the Museum 
  Speaker: Judy Walsh,  
  President, Mornington Peninsula Branch, National Trust   
  Topic: ‘The National Trust on the Mornington Peninsula’ 
 

Apr  4th Monthly Meeting 8pm at the Museum 
  Speaker: Jan Humphrey,  
  President, Southern Peninsula Family History Society  
  Topic: Researching Southern Peninsula families. 
 

May 2nd Monthly Meeting 8pm at the Museum 
  Speaker: Associate Professor Ursula De Jong, 

School of Architecture and Built Environment.  
Deakin University  
& Director of Australian Research Council ‘Seachange’ 
project.  
Topic: Sorrento heritage: - streetscape transformation and 
transgressions: a study of main street changes in the historic 
town of Sorrento . 

 

Jun 6th  Monthly Meeting 8pm at the Museum 
  Speaker: Mr Dale Kelly,  

Heritage Planner, Mornington Peninsula Shire Council.  
  Topic: TBA 
 

Jun 8th  Sunday 1:30pm - 4:30pm at the Museum 
Preview of Mornington Peninsula Local History Network 
Travelling Exhibition ‘Postcards of the Peninsula ‘.  
All historical society members welcome. Free entry. 

 

Jul 4th  Friday 11.30am Rye Hotel.  
Mid-year Luncheon, jointly with Rye Historical Society.  
(See next  issue of Nepean for details and booking forms) 

 
 

Join us for dinner at Buckley's Chance at 6.15pm prior to the meetings.   
Book on 5984 2888 and ask to join the NHS table.    

COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS  

PROMOTION STALLS 

Mar  8th Blairgowrie  Mar 22nd Sorrento 
Apr  12th Sorrento  Apr  19th Blairgowrie 
May 3rd Sorrento  May 24th Blairgowrie 
Jun  7th  Blairgowrie  Jun  28th Sorrento 
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HISTORY FUN DAYHISTORY FUN DAY  

A big thank you to all who have provided a wonderful selection of preserves and 
handmade craft over the last year. Without these generous contributions and the 
manning of our street stalls on Saturdays, the stalls would not have been a success.  

Recent takings have been outstanding: $1,319 in December, and $810 in January. 

Grateful thanks also to the Sorrento Newsagency, Darriwill Farm, Womersly's Mitre 
10, Stringer's Stores, Buckley's Chance, and Sandarne Home Wares, for their great 
support for the Christmas Hamper. 

Jane Byrne 

A warm welcome is extended to the following new members: 

John Manion 
Brendon Gardiner 
Mary & David Ogilvy 
Douglas & Tracy Steele 
Nathan Black 
Derek de Mamiel 
 

We look forward to making them welcome at our functions. 

Bev Baker 

History Fun Day at the museum on 11th 

January provided more than old-time games, 

crafts and activities for families. Dressed in 

period costume, the volunteers had a good 

time too. 

 

Volunteers Bergliot Dallas, Rhonda Fitzjohn 

and Val Stieglbauer dressed up for the 

Museum's Family Fun Day 

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP  

STREET STALLS & CHRISTMAS HAMPERSTREET STALLS & CHRISTMAS HAMPER  
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At our End of Year Function in December small presentations 
were made to Bev Baker and to Rhonda Fitzgerald in 
recognition of their outstanding service to the Society. Bev was 
Assistant Secretary for a number of years prior to being 
appointed Secretary while  Rhonda Fitzjohn coordinated the 
duty roster for  the Museum for a number of years.  Fortunately, 
Bev and Rhonda are both  continuing as  volunteers in different 
roles while Joy Kitch has become Secretary, assisted by Kaye 
Moran, and Jenny Nixon is assuming responsibility for Museum 
roster preparation. 

 

Australia Day Luncheon 
Professor Stuart Macintyre AO gave the address at the 
Australia Day luncheon at the Rye Hotel. His talk 
included comment on the early European settlement of 
Australia, including the 1803 Collins Settlement, and on 
the work he did from 2009 to 2012 for the Australian 
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority in the 
preparation of a national curriculum for history in 
Australian schools.  If you would like to receive a digital 
copy of the text of his talk send an email to: 
archive1.nepeanh@vic.chariot.net.au. 

Volunteers 
This year the Committee is keen to improve 
communication with the Society’s volunteers and plans to hold  activities to provide 
information about new developments and to provide an opportunity to meet socially. 

During the summer break archives volunteers have been busy converting the 
software for the production of the Society’s catalogue of artefacts and archival 
materials to the new program developed by the Mornington Peninsula Local History 
Network.  This changeover brings the Society into line with other historical societies 
on the Peninsula and will facilitate the sharing of  access to resources and the 
provision of  public access to the data base at a later date.  

The Local History Network 
The Local History Network is putting together a travelling exhibition, which showcases 
historical resources  from across the Peninsula, which will be launched at this Society 
in June. After a couple of weeks at the NHS it will move to other locations across the 
Peninsula and more widely throughout Victoria. 

The Society has written to the Minister for the Environment expressing its interest in 
assisting the selected tenderer for development of the Quarantine Station at Point 
Nepean to establish appropriately resourced  museum / interpretation facilities. 

Doreen Parker 
President 

PRESIDENT’S REPORTPRESIDENT’S REPORT  

Professor Stuart Macintyre AO  

mailto:archive1.nepeanh@vic.chariot.net.au


Vol 9 No 1                                   The Nepean                                        Page 5               

 

HERITAGE WATCHHERITAGE WATCH  

Sorrento Post Office 

Over the summer NHS received formal plans for the redevelopment of the old 
Sorrento Post Office. The owner's proposed design is notable for the admirable way 
in which heritage features and the early federation character of the building are to be 
retained. 

Collins Settlement Site (1) 

Plans for the Walkway, to be constructed around the base of the Eastern Sister by the 
Shire Council, were made public at the end of last year. NHS has pointed out the 
need for more detail, to show how the sea-wall is to connect satisfactorily with 
Cameron's Bight Beach at the one end, and Sullivan Bay Beach at the other. 

Collins Settlement Site (2) 

The owner of Lot 5, the uppermost lot created from the former Rand estate, is 
seeking planning approval to build a multi-storey house with a pool. Lot 5 occupies a 
key position within the heritage overlay area of the Collins Settlement, and is subject 
to a number of VCAT, Heritage Victoria and Shire Council orders. It contains a large 
area of declared middens, and a cliff top frontage with serious erosion problems. Its 
frontage lies under the protected view lines running between the adjacent Parks 
Victoria public viewing platform, and Sullivan Bay Beach and the Western Sister of 
the Collins Settlement. 

NHS has concerns about some aspects of the proposal, and discussed these with 
other Nepean community groups and forwarded a number of queries to the Shire 
Planning Officer handling the application. 

Point Nepean National Park 

A deputation of representatives of NHS and other Nepean groups visited Martin Dixon 
MP to bring to his attention community concern about the failure of the Department of 
Primary Industry and Environment to answer any of our questions regarding plans for 
the future of the Quarantine Station. At a further meeting (14/1), the deputation met 
the Minister for Environment.  

Some very serious concerns remain about the effects of commercialising the 17-
hectare Quarantine Station site, which of course occupies a central position in the 
declared national heritage area of Point Nepean. We understand that two different 
developers who made proposals to lease the Quarantine Station have been short 
listed, but that neither their names nor any details of their proposals will be divulged 
until April-May.  

Frank Hindley 
Convener 
Heritage and Planning Working Group 
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HISTORY COMPETITIONHISTORY COMPETITION  

Another Time, Another Life 

In 1966 the recently formed Nepean Historical Society held its first history essay 
competition followed by another for primary school students in 1988. Now, 25 years 
later, the idea was resurrected. This time students from across the Southern 
Peninsula were invited to participate with entries on a local history theme of their 
choice which could be presented as a narrative, poem, artwork or multimedia offering.  

Despite vigorous promotion of the project 
to all the local schools only Sorrento 
Primary School embraced it 
wholeheartedly and we received over 300 
entries on the closing date. These were of 
a very high standard and great variety, 
showing initiative and talent which made 
judging extremely difficult. The generosity 
of a number of sponsors enabled us to 
reward the efforts of a larger number of 
entrants than we had anticipated and the 
major prize winners received substantial 
sums of money. We were fortunate to 
enter into a partnership with the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire who provided us with a monetary grant and assisted us 
with planning and printing the brochure.  All those who entered received a certificate.  

There was a festive air at the Museum for the Prizegiving on Saturday 23rd 
November. We were honoured to have Professor Weston Bate with us to distribute 
the main prizes. He was also moved to present a copy of his poetry book, the 
Haphazard Quilt to each of the girls who had submitted prizewinning poems. Historian 
Richard Cotter was also present and Ursula De Jong, President of the Nepean 
Conservation Group. Representing the Mornington Peninsula Shire was Andrea 
Ebsworth, Cultural Planner, Libraries, Arts 
& Culture who subsequently wrote a blog 
about the occasion.  

All the Grades 3 / 4 entries were power 
point presentations and we played the 10 
best on the big screen on a DVD prepared 
by Klaus Stieglbauer. 

It was great to have members of local 
families, Alice Schlipalius and Celeste 
Robertson among the prizewinners. Jenny 
Skelton, who was the 1966 High School 
winner, received a medal in recognition of 
her achievement and donated one of her books as 
a prize.  

Sorrento Primary School Principal, Meg Dallas, in accepting our monetary prize, said 

Meg Dallas, Bergliot and Doreen 

Parents and Friends 
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that the competition had provided a 
wonderful opportunity for every student at 
the school. They were given a reason for 
writing for a real audience which inspired 
the children who, as a result, aimed high 
and produced work which showed what 
they were capable of; they lifted their 
standard. She congratulated the organising 
committee who acknowledged the 
assistance given by the school. 

The 70 adults and 50 children present then 
partook of a festive morning tea. 

Bergliot Dallas,  

Convenor of sub-committee 

The Prizewinning poem by Daisy Sturzaker, Grade 5 
 

Our Land  

Blacks’ spears against whites’ guns, bullet and point flying through the air 

piercing clouds of mist as white as snow favouring the side of the intruder, 

a crystal beam of crimson light dancing through the trees, 

rising orders in different tongues and shattering cries of sorrow, 

sparks of red fire jumping off broken brown twigs, 

grey smoke floating up into a golden fuchsia sky, 

a fleeting moment of eyes meeting -  the colours brown and blue 

passes faster than the speed of light, 

men are falling to the ground 

their weapons drop abandoned of a sturdy hand to fire bullets and throw spears, 

a battle so intense the wind did change 

to let the soldiers settle who will lose and who will win 

to claim this land of so called untouched grounds OUR LAND. 

Festive Morning Tea 

HISTORY COMPETITION cont.HISTORY COMPETITION cont.  
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The armoury at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra contains 
almost 1000 different weapons.  Among these, are six Lee-Enfield 
Mk.1 Rifles, made in the United Kingdom in 1898, a standard issue 
firearm to soldiers engaged in 
the 1898-1902 South African 
Conflict known as The Boer 
War. Etched clearly into the 
butt of one of these rifles is the 
name J. Sutton. Having one’s 

name engraved on the rifle is considered 
irregular as the weapon is the property of the 
Commonwealth and not the soldier. This rifle was issued to Corporal Joseph Henry 
Sutton who served with A Squadron, 1st Australian Commonwealth Horse (NSW) 
during the Boer War. Sutton sailed from Sydney in February 1902 and returned home 
on 11th August 1902.  

Joe Sutton was a Sorrento boy. 

Born in Sorrento in 1875, the fourth of nine children to parents Benjamin Sutton & 
Sarah Ann Brown, Joseph Sutton was admitted to the local primary school in 1878 at 
the age of 3 and left in 1886. The Sorrento school register lists Sutton’s father as a 
labourer. 

Little is known of Sutton until 1902 when he enlisted in the Commonwealth 
Contingent for Service in South Africa in January of that year. Aged 26, his 
occupation was 
given as miner. 
He embarked 
from Sydney on 
the troopship 
‘Custodian’ on 
February 18th 
1902, arriving in 
Durban on the 
19th March 1902. 
It would be most unlikely that Joseph Sutton saw a great deal of active combat, as the 
war concluded two months later in May. We do know from the handwritten details on 
the label attached to the rifle that he departed from Durban on July 11 1902, arriving 
in Sydney on August 11th 1902. The ship that repatriated the 1st Australian 
Commonwealth Horse (NSW) was none other than the infamous troop transport, 
‘Drayton Grange’. 

Now here is an amazing co-incidence. 

The names of Sorrento & ‘Drayton Grange’ are irrevocably linked through a 
monument at the Sorrento Cemetery. The monument commemorates the deaths and 
burial within the cemetery of five soldiers on that ill-fated return trip to Australia. Lax 
embarkation procedures from the British Imperial Administration resulted in gross 

THE SUTTON GUNTHE SUTTON GUN  
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overcrowding of almost 400 Australian soldiers on board the ship.   Unsanitary, 
unhygienic conditions during the voyage prompted the Australian military authorities to 
disembark 75 severely ill soldiers at Port Franklin, Portsea of whom 6 died and five are 
buried in Sorrento Cemetery. In summary, the journey from South Africa to Australia of 
the ‘Drayton Grange’ had resulted in 17 deaths and over 200 critical hospitalizations 
which precipitated Australia’s first post Federation Royal Commission. 

Joe Sutton, the Sorrento boy 
was on board the Drayton 
Grange and saw the chaos 
first-hand. He was not one of 
the 75 who was 
disembarked at Fort 
Franklin. Sadly three of his 
colleagues from the same 
unit died at the Fort Franklin 
hospital. Two of these are 
buried in the Sorrento Cemetery.  

Sutton with his rifle made it home to Sydney. This was somewhat of a minor miracle, as 
on the homeward voyage the officers of ‘Drayton Grange’, fearing a mutiny in the midst 
of deteriorating morale, confiscated a number of the soldiers’ firearms and threw them 
overboard. Sadly, we will never know how Sutton’s name became so beautifully etched 
into the butt of the gun. As Commonwealth property, the rifle was eventually passed 
over to the Australian War Museum armoury in Canberra. 

Joseph Henry Sutton married, had children, served at Gallipoli, Egypt and France 
where he suffered the effects of gas. He died in 1964, at the age of 87 having also 
lived through the conflicts of W.W.II, the Korean War and Australia’s fledgling 
involvement in Vietnam. He was cremated at the Fawkner Cemetery. 

In life and in death Joe Sutton, the boy from Sorrento, retains many enduring links with 
his birthplace. 
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Australian War Memorial Canberra - Armoury (Mike Etzel) 
National Archives of Australia (Public Record Office of Victoria), North Melbourne 
Australians in The Boer War (Oz-Boer Database Project), Colin Roe (Canberra) 
Australian Light Horse Studies Centre-Australian War Memorial Canberra. 
Nepean Historical Society Archives (Janet South) 
“The S.S. Drayton Grange - The Tragedy of the Last Australian Troopship from the 
Boer War” ‘Health & History Vol.3 #2, 2001. Michael Tyquin 
 

Peter Munro 

  

SS Drayton Grange 
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MUSEUM COLLECTION NEWSMUSEUM COLLECTION NEWS  
Our ship’s figurehead is now safely up at conservator Noel Turner’s Melbourne 
studio and treatment has commenced for insect infestation and rot. Noel will send us 
updates. The Figurehead is enjoying the stable air temperature in Noel’s treatment 
area. An anonymous and very 
generous donation of $1,000 
towards this first stage is much 
appreciated. We are pursuing funds 
for the next stage via Heritage Vic., 
Lions and Sorrento Rotary Club. 

Our two new display cases with 
lights in Room One were installed 
in December 2013 - thanks to the 
Masonic Trust’s grant and a very 
good price from the Australian Showcase and Hardware Company. Robert Barnes 
has been instrumental in our gaining these. Items on display now are small treasures 
that have been hidden away in the small unlit cases on the north wall. If you have 

any ideas for objects you would like to see on display here please contact us. 

Maria Buchanan of Rosebud South has donated 
some very interesting wreck artefacts from ships 
wrecked in the Bay. Her husband Ross was a 
marine engineer who worked on the Peninsula and 
enjoyed diving here in the 1960s. Also donated 
recently by JackanAndy’s Op Shop is a framed 
print of a painting of the Fort Nepean machine 
buildings at the Heads. 

Frank South and I have begun going through the 
many paintings, photos, posters etc stored on 
the top of cupboards in the admin area with a view 
to determining their value and relevance to the 
museum collection. Some very interesting pieces 
have surfaced including a beautifully coloured large 
Honour Certificate presented to Private Alfred Dark 
in 1918 for his war service and a photo of the 
Museum’s Main room in March 1970 presented to 
Mrs. Bridges and signed by many members of the 
Society at that time. 

Curator Jeremy Smith of Heritage Vic has contacted us about an April-October 
exhibition at Melbourne’s NGV of Significant Archeological sites in Victoria. This 
exhibition will include the 1803 Collins’ Settlement. He has sourced a 1790 bottle 
found on site and some other small objects which will be offered to us. 

2014 marks the centenary of Sorrento Red Cross. (thanks to Don for this alert.) I 
have contacted President Kaye Hafey re mounting a small display to commemorate 
this later this year.  
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COLLECTION NEWS cont.COLLECTION NEWS cont.  

Vale Cec Phillingham, aged 94 

Cec was a real Sorrento boy. His parents Eileen and Sam ran the 
Lemonade Factory set up by her parents, and pictured here on 
part of the present Mitre 10 store site in the main Street. 

During World War I, Eileen had kept the aerated waters flowing 
while her four brothers 
served overseas. Two would 
not return. Sam was based 
at the local army camp when 
they met. 

Apprenticed to Fred Hicowe, electrician, Cec 
then moved to the SEC as a linesman He also 
helped his father project the films at the 
Athenaeum theatre. He volunteered for the army 
with other locals for World War II, but 
transferred to the Air Force and became a pilot. 
His time in New Guinea and Borneo is reflected 
in the names of some of our streets.  

On return home, Cec married Grace Sullivan (from 
another even older local family) and went into the 
motor repair business, setting up three businesses over time.  

Among his many community activities, he was a Shire Councillor, a founding member 
of Rotary and the Fire Brigade, and belonged to the Lions Club and the Sorrento 
Portsea Citizens' League ( active in the1964 move for severance of this area of the 
Peninsula as the Shire of Nepean). 

Janet South,  
from interviews with Cec, our archives, and Daughter Leanne's eulogy at his funeral. 

VALE CES PHILLINGHAMVALE CES PHILLINGHAM  

The Old Lemonade Factory  
(by Dacre Smyth)  
in NHS Collection 

Murray Adams, the digital photographer for the 
Shire’s historical societies, is coming each week 
to photograph the Museum objects and displays. 
These photos will be used in the Shire History 
Trail publication and later our Fund Raising 
Brochure. 

Joy Kitch 
Collection and Display Co-ordinator 
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Coastal guide to nature and 
history Port Phillip Bay $30  

Sea Baths of Victoria $40  


