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NHS Mission Statement 
The Nepean Historical Society will promote in the 
general community, a knowledge of, and enthusiasm 
for, the historical, cultural and environmental heritage of 
the Nepean Ward of the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
and the western end of the Nepean Peninsula. 

- NHS Constitution 2007 
 
Speaking of „Nepean Ward‟, we have recently had this 
marvellous and rare map returned from restoration 
made possible by a generous donation from Sorrento 
Rotary . The map is a traced copy of another map and 
is dated September 1869. It shows land sales and 
secured allotments throughout the Parish of Nepean in 
the County of Mornington.  

The map is signed above the title by George Coppin 
and contains numerous names that would be familiar to 
many people today. Purchasers include such identities 
as: Barry, Blair, Duffy, Ford, Hughes, McGrath and 
Sullivan. 
The map will form part of a presentation on „Mapping  
Australia‟ by Des Young at the March General Meeting. 
See details on page two. 
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March 1st General Meeting 8pm at the Museum 
  Speaker: Des Young  
  Topic: „Mapping Australia‟  
 (Along with two recently restored maps from the NHS collection.) 
 

April 5th General Meeting 8pm at the Museum 
  Speakers: Valerie Wilson,  
   (VP Mornington & District Historical. Society.) 
  & Murray Adams,  
   (Shire Local History Network Digitisation Officer) 
  Topic: The Mornington Cemetery. 
   (With demonstration of new cemetery web site.) 
 

April 13th (Saturday)  Annual Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings Rosebud 
  Contact Bernie Poll on 5985 8241 to help. 
 

May 3rd General Meeting 8pm at the Museum 
  Speaker: Martin Lilford, (Director, Lilford Smith Design) 
  Topic: Redesign proposals for the NHS Museum and Archive.  
 

Join us for dinner at Buckley's Chance at 6.15pm prior to the meetings.   
Book on 5984 2888 and ask to join the NHS table.    

COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS  

PROMOTION STALLS 

Mar 9th  Sorrento  Mar 30th Blairgowrie 
Apr 13th Sorrento  Apr 20th Blairgowrie 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

A warm welcome is extended to the following new members: 

  Gwen Guidici   Sorrento 
  Beth Cowling   Sorrento 

We look forward to making them welcome at our functions. 

We would like to remind members that the full colour version of The Nepean 
can be received via email. If you would like to receive the newsletter this way 
and are not doing so presently please email nepeanhs@satlink.com.au with 
your details and request this service.  
 

Judy Walsh 

Membership Coordinator 

mailto:nepeanhs@satlink.com.au
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VERY SPECIAL GARDEN OPENINGSVERY SPECIAL GARDEN OPENINGS  
at ‘KARKALLA’ and ‘OFFSHORE’ January 5

th
 and 6

th
 2013 

Extreme heat the day before and power blackouts for hours around Sorrento 
did not deter the intrepid NHS volunteers who baked and sewed for this 
special event. They spent two days serving lunches and teas on Jane 
Burke‟s lovely verandah set among the wallaby grass and indigenous plants 
of her „Offshore‟ garden. 
Jane Byrne co-ordinated the NHS stall most 
efficiently. For many weeks before the event she 
created wonderful craft work – delightful ceramic 
mushrooms, felt toys, and crazy sock monkeys. 
The stall looked colourful and inviting with the 
craft, books and volunteer-made jams and 
pickles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Though numbers were down from 
the last Open Gardens 4 years ago 
we enjoyed two very pleasant days 
and publicised the Society, even 
signing up some new members. 

 
Thank you to everyone who 
contributed their time and skills for 
this event. 
Joy Kitch 
Refreshments Co-ordinator 

Winners of the Christmas Raffle 
 

G. Sharp/Michelle Tame  Hamper 
Bergliot Dallas    Decorated Christmas Cake 
Lorraine Anderson   Buckley's Chance Meal Voucher 

Jane Byrne with 
some of the goodies 

The NHS Stall 

Enjoying the garden 
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Museum 
A plan for the development of the Museum and Archive areas is 
being drawn up by the Committee with assistance from 
consultants.  This plan will draw on previous functional briefs 
and will include a reorganisation of existing space with 
redesigned Museum displays, public access to the Archives 
collections, use of new technology, better storage facilities  and 
improved work areas for volunteers. Once completed the plan 
will be used to lobby for funding for its implementation. Society 
members will be consulted about the development of the plan at 
the May meeting (see page 2 for details). 

 
Survey 
Thank you to all those who completed the meeting times survey in the last issue of 
the newsletter. The results will be considered by the Committee at its February 
meeting. Meanwhile, general meetings are continuing at 8pm on the first Friday of the 
month. 
 
Open Garden 
The Society provided refreshments at the recent „Open Garden‟ at Offshore in 
Sorrento. Thank you to Joy Kitch, Jane Byrne and the many other volunteers who 
assisted with this event. 
 
Life Members 
Janet South, Don Ewart and Suzanne Ewart 
were granted Honorary  Life Memberships of the 
Society at the end of 2012 in recognition of their 
outstanding voluntary service over a long period. 
Janet South joined the Society in 1992 and was 
the Archivist for 13 years, She coordinated the 
work of the Archives Group and carried out 

research, 
answering 
information 
enquiries, writing and editing.  
 

Don and Suzanne Ewart joined the Society in 1997. 
Don was the Secretary, performed the role of „general 
manager‟ and filled in gaps when others left. Suzanne 
supported Don in this work, catered for functions, 
produced goods for sale at the Museum shop and ran 
the street stalls. Janet, Don and Suzanne continue to 
be involved in NHS activities. 
 

Doreen Parker 
President 

PRESIDENT‟S REPORTPRESIDENT‟S REPORT  

Janet South & Doreen  

Don & Suzanne Ewart 
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Southern Peninsula Rescue Squad 
The Southern Peninsula Rescue Squad 
has donated many important items from 
their 45 year history, including large and 
dramatic photos of helicopter rescues, 
the original tail rotor from their first 
helicopter, duty boards, flags and 
lifesaving equipment.  We have 
mounted a display currently in the 
museum to mark the amazing story of the volunteer organisation which has 
achieved so much.  The SPRS have now moved from their Sorrento big shed 
and will be based at Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron with their state of the art 
Nereid (daughter of Neptune) rescue boat. 

The Craigburn cannon is now the right way round – a visitor‟s note led us to 
Mike Tutin – he is the man who found the cannon while diving on the wreck 
in 1976 and created the cannon‟s carriage 
(a very good story in itself.)  The cannon 

was treated in an 
electrolysis bath for 5 
years at Churchill 
University in the 
Latrobe Valley before 
being donated to the 
museum.  Mike 
brought in a friend 
and on 25/01/13 they reversed the cannon and 
polished the information plate.  Mike has a great deal 
of knowledge of the shipwrecks and still dives. 

Figurehead update:  
Historian Jill Barnard has completed her report.  She discovered last week 
that because it is from a shipwreck it now has state significance.  No really 
new information in this report but some interesting comments about billets/
figureheads.  But on 24/01/13 more information came in.  Michael Lee is the 
great grand-nephew of Ruby Mitchell whose family donated the figurehead to 
the museum.  The carving was in the garden of Ruby‟s house called  
‘Chiswick’ on Rosebud foreshore near the old jetty.  Michael has now 
emailed us a picture of the carving, painted by his father, Raymond Lee.  
Michael remembers it as quite colourful, painted red and blue. 
The story continues… 
Joy Kitch 
Collection and Display Co-ordinator 

COLLECTION AND DISPLAYSCOLLECTION AND DISPLAYS  

Mike Tutin 
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HERITAGE WATCHHERITAGE WATCH  

Collins Settlement  
.  NHS has pointed to the need for revetment plans at the Eastern Sister to 
show appropriate linkages with Sullivan Bay beach at one end, and 
Cameron's Bight beach at the other. 

.  A private landholder at Sullivan Bay is 
applying to construct a slipway across 
the beach. At  a Planning Application 
conference attended by NHS, the owner 
agreed to submit amended plans for 
further consideration. The main point at 
issue is obstruction of public access 
along the beach.   

.  NHS is proceeding to the next stage of archaeological search for remains 
from the Collins Settlement period at the Western Sister.  

Point Nepean National Park 
Draft Plans for Point Nepean N.P. rest with the State Government. An officer 
from DSE has agreed  to meet us (early February) to discuss the new 
directions which the State may be proposing for development in National 
Parks. 

Police Point Shire Park 
The consultative group, on which NHS is represented, was due to meet in 
February with Shire officers to review progress in implementing the plan for 
the Park. 

Old Sorrento Post Office and Postmaster's Residence 
AusPost is planning to sell this heritage building, which dates from the early 
Federation period and is presently on the Commonwealth's significant 
buildings list.  The Shire is investigating possible functions which the building 
could serve in the future, in keeping with its heritage status.  

Coastal development 
The Shire is continuing to investigate the possibility of siting a new swimming 
pool at the  former IGA supermarket site at Rosebud, rather than have the 
complex and its associated quasi-commercial development built on the high 
heritage value foreshore.    

Nepean Ward 
Both Nepean Ward councillors, along with representatives of the Rye 
community, now attend the monthly joint meetings of local community groups 
which includes NHS.  

Frank Hindley 
Heritage and Planning 

Sullivan Bay 
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Now that the Open Gardens are behind us we can focus on our main 
fundraising event of the year 

The Annual Sausage Sizzle at 

Bunnings Rosebud. 

The date we have been allocated is 

Saturday 13
th

 April.  

Contact Bernie Poll on 5985 8241 to be 
part of the happy band of cooks and 
helpers. 

Another Time, Another Life - History 

Competition for local schools.  

Andrea Ebsworth, Cultural Planner, Libraries, Arts and Culture with the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire has assisted the NHS sub-committee with the 
drafting of a brochure and entry form which the shire will print as a 
contribution to their partnership with us. Four schools have indicated their 
interest in participating. We expect most activity in this area in Term Three. 

Metro Film for Channel 31   

Mohan Nugawela and Margaret Reid have made two 25 
minute films which are expected to be screened in the 
Lifestyle programme on Channel 31 on a Monday at 
9.30am during the first half of 2013. We understand that 
the film featuring Watts‟ Cottage has been scheduled for early March  and 
the interview with John Alexander on Limestone will also be aired as a 
separate programme at a later date. We will be given a copy of both films. 

Tours.  

Thanks to Natasha Wicks, NHS was 
approached by Parks Victoria to run 
historical tours at the Back Beach during the 
summer holidays. This partnership resulted 
in Tash hosting two sessions for small 
groups of interested participants. 

I am delighted that Tash and I are now 
working together in planning and co-
ordinating the group tours. There are five 
adult groups booked in the next couple of 

months as well as The Peninsula School‟s Year 4 bus tour of historic 
Blairgowrie and Sorrento sites which has become a regular annual fixture.  
Bergliot Dallas 
Coordinator of Group Tours 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND TOURSSPECIAL EVENTS AND TOURS  

Cheviot Beach 

2012 
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Late in 2012 while researching an article, “George Coppin‟s 
Shakespeare Window” at the State Library of Victoria, I 
happened to come across an interesting and most unusual 
connection. The archival Coppin collection at The State 
Library of Victoria is large and complex. There are actually 
122 boxes and there have been several attempts to create a 
comprehensive descriptive list but none has ever been 
completed. 

Among this huge collection are transcripts of many taped interviews and 
hand written notes compiled in 1955 with George Coppin‟s surviving 
daughter Lucy. One such transcript that caught my attention was simply 
entitled „George Coppin and Ned Kelly‟s Horses‟. 
In 1873, seven years before Ned Kelly was 
hanged at The Old Melbourne Gaol, George 
Coppin, dubbed „the father of Sorrento‟ built 
his summer Italianate villa „The Anchorage‟ 
overlooking the waters of Port Phillip Bay. 
Coppin‟s financial life can be likened to a roller 
coaster ride between affluence and 
insolvency. The time of Ned‟s enforced 
departure from this world would seem to have 
been an affluent one for him. 
Coppin, although a born gambler but not a 
fan of horse racing, possessed a love of 
horses. Shortly after Kelly‟s death he learnt that horses belonging to Ned 
Kelly would be placed at auction. He did not attend the actual auction as he 
was performing, but instructed his assistant to go and bid for two horses on 
his behalf while saying, “There is no limit on the bid”.  By the end of the day 
George Coppin was the proud owner of a bay mare and a chestnut stallion. 
The mare was Ned Kelly‟s own horse named „Mirth‟ and could run like the 
wind. It is reputed that Kelly‟s first words after being captured were, “If only I 
had had my mare, I would never have been caught”. The chestnut stallion, 
appropriately named „Kelly‟, belonged to Joe Byrne, a member of the Kelly 
gang who was killed in the Glenrowan siege. 
Initially Coppin used „Mirth‟ and „Kelly‟ to pull his wagonette and it seems 
young Lucy spent many happy times being transported in the vehicle pulled 
by the two horses. At a later stage Coppin presented Joe Byrne‟s horse 
„Kelly‟ to his friend and actor-manager Bland Holt.  „Mirth‟ produced a foal 
that Coppin named „Giggles‟ as he said that his children when younger 
always giggled at the dinner table. Regrettably, in „Mirth‟s‟ later years, she 
had to be put down after a jumping accident at Heidelberg. 

GEORGE COPPIN AND ...GEORGE COPPIN AND ...  

George Coppin 
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Our February speaker at the museum was local historian and 
writer Richard Cotter speaking about the Boon Wurrung. In 
his introduction to his DVD he explained that until quite 
recently little was known by Europeans about how the Boon 
Wurrung people lived in this area. The first bands of 
Aboriginal people are believed to have migrated from Asia to 
Australia about 60,000 years ago. 

The video depicts the terribly sad history of the rapid decline 
of the Boon Wurrung once European settlers moved into their country. But 
Richard‟s recent research is taking a new direction. 

After reading the award winning book „The Biggest 
Estate on Earth; How Aborigines Made Australia‟ by Bill 
Gammage, Richard decided to explore local primary 
sources to check out Gammage‟s proposition that the 
active management of country is the hallmark of 
Aboriginal activity before white settlement. Gammage 
describes  evidence of the careful use of fire, plantings 
and deliberate movement of animals in hundreds of 
areas across Australia. The religious duty of the 
Aboriginal people was to leave the land as they found it, 
to preserve never destroy. 

cont over... 

Coppin was certain that the horses of the Kelly 
gang would have been very well bred as „the 
Kelly‟s would steal them from the pick of the 
country‟. They do indeed make a fascinating 
connection between „the father of Sorrento‟ and 
Australia‟s most famous bushranger. 
Acknowledgement: Handwritten and typed 
reminiscences of Lucy May Coppin daughter of 
George Coppin from „The Coppin Papers‟ MS 
8227 Box 12/14(a) State Library of Victoria 
Archives.  
Peter Munro 
(Extracts may also be found in the Coppin 
Scrapbooks on view at the Museum.  Note from 
Janet South) 

...NED KELLY‟S HORSES...NED KELLY‟S HORSES  

THE BOON WURRUNGTHE BOON WURRUNG  
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Richard also referred to the possible Boon Wurrung permanent camp at the 
Portsea Lagoon. In the 1960s an ancient Aboriginal camp site was 
uncovered at Portsea. It was on „Warrener Farm‟, the property of Ken and 

Helen Begg. The property has now 
disappeared under subdivisions. 

There seemed to be „millions of 
shells‟, thrown away after feasting 
on shellfish. These created 
middens. Also found on the site 
were microliths. 

Microliths - tiny pieces of flaked stone - thought to be between 6000 and 
2000 years old. Some microliths were shaped with obvious points; they have 
sharp cutting edges and the point 
can be used to make holes and for 
engraving. 

Others were blades, long and thin, 
with one side flatter and straighter. 
The blades could be attached to 
wood, and used to cut meat, scrape 
bones and gather vegetables. 

The microliths pictured are on 
display at the museum and are on 
loan from the Begg Family. 

Ed. 

THE BOON WURRUNG cont...THE BOON WURRUNG cont...  

... from prev.  

Richard began looking closely at reports from early European arrivals to this 
area. Descriptions of the Peninsula record the park- like appearance of the 
landscape here. Murray describes it thus and records a dense fire that he 
witnessed. Tuckey describes the „hand of taste‟ evident on the land and the 
soils blackened by fire. 

Richard‟s talk was intriguing and thought provoking and it will be interesting 
to see where his explorations lead him – another lively and readable book 
perhaps? 

Joy Kitch 

PORTSEA (SWAMP) LAGOON PORTSEA (SWAMP) LAGOON   

Portsea Lagoon 

Microliths 
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There are numerous examples of the work of Sorrento builders, W.J.Croad and 
George Morce in Portsea, Sorrento and Rye, but how many of us are aware of the 
existence of Eastbourne, the historic farmhouse located in West Rosebud at No. 19 
William St?  

With Croad the contracted builder and 
stonework by Morce, it was built between 
1885 and 1890 when the property comprised 
almost 200 acres and stretched from 
Eastbourne Road to Brown‟s Road, roughly 
between Balaka St. and Elizabeth Avenue.  

Built of local limestone, with exterior walls 
about 60cms thick, the house is certainly 
unique in the Rosebud/Tootgarook area and 
was named in the Shire of Flinders Heritage Study as a house “of local significance 
for its long association with the Williams family, an early family in the district, and an 
example of the fine domestic work of George Morce, Sorrento builder.”  

Edward Williams came from Sydney in about 1860 and was a member of the crew of 
the Survey Sloop, HMVS Victoria. He was later described variously as a contractor, 
farmer, butcher and yeoman!  

Mary Campbell migrated from Stirling, Scotland in 1852 on the Europa with one of the 
Cairns families as a nurse-maid for their children. On the Mornington Peninsula she 
was employed by the Burrells at what had been the McCrae homestead. During this 
time she met and married Edward Williams who was fourteen years her junior. They 
had five children. 

Edward Williams contributed quite significantly to the settlement and history of the 
area. He cut the road around Anthony‟s Nose next to the beach and undertook the 
contract to drain the Tootgarook Swamp (as well as most of his pasture), creating 

Chinaman‟s Creek, so named because a man called 
Wong-Shing leased the land on the eastern bank of 
the creek and used it as a market garden for many 
years around the early 1900s. In Sorrento, the 
butcher‟s shop of Williams and Son (Edward and his 
son, Edward Jnr) in George St. traded for many 
years and animals from Eastbourne were 
slaughtered on the site then known as Butcher‟s Hill 
in Hotham Rd opposite George St. 

The old dairy, which was at one time the Eastbourne 
Butter Factory, can still be seen beside the house. One of the daughters, Caroline 
(known as Carrie), is remembered as always wearing a black dress, white bonnet and 
apron, selling eggs and butter. She died aged 90 in 1949, a spinster. Edward and 
Mary and their children are buried in the Rye cemetery.  

I am indebted to Warren Mills for his research into the history of Eastbourne. 

Bergliot Dallas  

EASTBOURNEEASTBOURNE  

The Old Dairy 

Eastbourne 
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FROM THE EDITORFROM THE EDITOR  
Great to see so many ripping yarns and other contributions from so many 

people in this edition of The Nepean. We have covered more people, places 

and historical artefacts than ever. Thanks to all concerned for their efforts. 
Many members of the Society, unbeknown to yourselves, have interesting 
stories to tell and fascinating artefacts to show the rest of us. 
Please feel free to send me any idea for a story even if you think no one else 
may be interested. 
The Ed.     Contact me at thenepean@ozemail.com.au 

NOTE: Could contributors please have their June articles to Janet South, 
Sub-Editor, by May 1st at nepeanhs@satlink.com.au 

mailto:mailto:thenepean@ozemail.com.au?subject=Contribution%20to%20The%20Nepean
mailto:mailto:nepeanhs@satlink.com.au

